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Bordseley  Junction in 1975  possibly one of Caggy’s boats at the back of the Wire. 
See Ray Shill’s article on page 15 

This photo taken by the late Chris Hall  is one of a series of photos taken around the 
BCN in the 1970s.                               Photo Chris Hall courtesy -Julie Wilkinson  
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The opinions and views expressed in Boundary Post are not necessarily the views of either the Society or its Officials. 

The BCN Society, a Company Limited by Guarantee, is a registered charity (1091760) first formed in 1968, which exists to conserve, improve 
and encourage a wide range of interests in the 100 mile network of Birmingham & Black Country waterways known as the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations. Boundary Post is the journal of the BCNS and is issued quarterly. Readers are invited to submit items of news, general or histori-

cal interest to:  
The Editor, Brenda Ward. 9 Wylde Green Road, Sutton Coldfield B72 1HB  

tel: 0121 355 6351 email: boundarypost@googlemail.com 

BCNS Social Meetings  
are held on the first Thursday in the month start at 7-30pm 

Titford Pumphouse Engine Street Oldbury B69 4NL 
All Welcome! 

 
 
 

October 30th & 31st - AGM & Bonfire Rally at 
Smethwick Enterprise Centre 
 

November 5th - Canals of the Stourbridge Area - 
Ned Williams 
 

December 4th - Christmas Social - Marriott Hotel  
Birmingham (Five Ways) See page 7 for menu & details. 
 
January 7th— Walking in the Past—Ramblings 
through History with Phil Clayton 

…………………………… 

Bonfire Rally 30th & 31st October 

Bonfire & fireworks, 
Real ale & live music—Shady Band 
A great Weekend!! See you there!!! 

 

Everyone welcome, - boaters, local 
residents and everyone else who 

would like to see a cracking good firework display 
 

The Society AGM will be on the Friday evening,  
with fish & chips available— book on the entry form 

 

Entry form from:- dentdave@hotmail.com  
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Thank you yet again for such variety in this 
little journal. We have new entries coming 
from Keith Hodgkins and as many of you 
know him will not be surprised that they 
will be mainly dealing with Tipton & the 
surrounds. Keith is an authority on Tipton 
& it’s canals. We look forward to future 
articles. 
Items are continually being added to our 
collection of artefacts as pages 5 and 25 
show. It had been my intention to feature 
existing items but as new ones arrive they 
must be noted. 
The photo on the front, many of you will 
have seen before as I used it to promote 
Ray Shill’s walk which unfortunately could 
not take place due to towpath closure, was 
taken in 1975 by the late Chris Hall. Julie 
Wilkinson is now in possession of his  
photos & I hope to feature more in the 
future. It was from this source that the 
“interesting pieces of wood” came.  
 

As usual we will be holding our AGM at the 
Bonfire Rally with a Fish & Chip Supper. 
You don’t have to come by boat to order 
F&C but you do need to let Dave Dent 
know as he is taking bookings this year. 
 

Going back to some articles I was inter-
ested to hear Fred telling of the names of 
BW workers on Bob May’s photo page 13 
and was surprised to see Joe Chattin there. 
He’s still active on the waterways, helping 
friends on locks & making fenders. 

Brenda 

 

Next Boundary Post 
 

Editor welcomes any interesting 
relevant information relating to 
the BCN in the form of news 

items, photographs, letters, notes 
or articles to be sent by  

December1st 
 

Email: boundarypost@gmail.com 
Address: 9 Wylde Green Road, 

Sutton Coldfield B72 1HB 
Tel: 01213556351 

Mobile: 07961177553 

Notes from 
the Editor 

mailto:boundarypost@googlemail.com
mailto:dentdave@hotmail.com
mailto:boundarypost@gmail.com
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Chairman’s  
Notes 

Another cruising season is com-
ing to an end. 
 

How has it gone?  I think well.  
We have had members all round 
the country, as well as round the 
BCN. 
 

I have had more contacts from 
boats passing through the BCN, 
making use of the “Safe Moor-
ings Guide” on the website.  This 
has got to be good, for it is all 
very well for us to know about 
the BCN – we want more outside 
boats exploring the BCN, other 
than stopping at Brindley Place,  
then racing out. 

The work party with the Chal-
lenge was fun, and introduced a 
lot of young people to the canals.  
What the long term effect will be, 
we can only wait to see. 
 

Meanwhile the bonfire rally is 
coming up.  This will be the first 
that has not been run by Barrie 
Johnson – so we have a lot to 
live up to.  Worryingly it may be 
the last, because yet again, the 
possibility of the site being sold 
by Sandwell Council has reared 
its head.  So come along and join 
in, so that we make it another 
great event. 
 

Meanwhile, enjoy the lengthen-
ing nights, and if you have ideas 
for improving things, contact me, 
or any other member of the 
council. 

The work parties with young 
people who have not had 
previous contact with the 
waterways have gone well.  
(The workparty with the staff 
from the Albion Foundation 
produced one of the largest 
single items I have seen  
removed from the bottom of 
the canal – a railway sleeper 
complete with the chairs to 
secure the track to it.)  Mind 
you they were a big bunch – 
I was almost the smallest in 
the group! 
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Notice of the Society AGM 
 

Birmingham Canal Navigations Society 
Company Limited by Guarantee no: 04306537  Registered Charity no: 

1091760 
 

Annual General Meeting 2015 
To be held in the Marquee at the Bonfire Rally 

7.30pm Friday 30th October 
 

Venue: Smethwick Enterprise Centre, Rolfe Street, Smethwick B66 2AR 
 
Agenda 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Approval of the minutes of the 2014 AGM 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
4. Chairman’s report 
5. Treasurer’s report 
Approval of the Draft Annual Accounts 
6. Accept the resignation of those Council Members who are standing 
down. 
7. Election Council Members 
8. Presentation of 24 Hour Challenge Award 
9. Any other business relevant to the Annual General Meeting that has 
been submitted, in writing, to the Hon. Secretary at least 7 days before 
the meeting 
10. Close of meeting. 
 
Mr I H Caplan, Hon Secretary BCNS, 105 Trefoil Gardens, Stourbridge, 
DY8 4DY  email: ihcaplan@msn.com 
 
Please contact Ivor preferably by email if you are interested in being 
elected to Council or wish  to nominate someone, obviously subject to 
their agreement. 
 
If you are able to attend the AGM please bring this copy of the agenda 
with you as there will only be a limited number of copies available at the 
meeting 

mailto:ihcaplan@msn.com
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Work Party  
Report 
by Mike Rolfe 

June 6th. This Work party mainly in-
volved moving Phoenix from the Pum-
phouse to Longwood, ready for the forth-
coming Rally a week later. Jeff, Stuart, 
new member Robert Starkey and I took 
Phoenix down the Crow with assistance 
from CRT, this was due to a broken bal-
ance beam on lock 5. We then travelled 
on via Spon Lane and Ryders Green, 
collecting floating rubbish as we went. A 
mattress was removed from the Tame 
Valley, before we turned up the Rushall 
canal towards Longwood.  
 

On arrival, we managed to unload our 
haul in to a passing CRT truck, which 
was fortunate as the bins here were not 
big enough to take all we had collected 
on the voyage. Once Phoenix was se-
cured here, the four of us took a stroll 
down the Cut to the Manor Arms for a 
pint.  
 

July 4th. Stuart, Rob, Adrian and I took 
Phoenix on a return visit to the Pools to 
remove some more steel fencing, which 
seems to collect under the motorway 
bridge adjacent to the smaller pool. We 
were met here by a group of people who 
were litter picking the towpath. They told 
us that they called themselves The 
Friends of the Pools and performed this 
task once a month, so we gladly took 
their bags of rubbish back with us. .  

A few minutes after reaching the  
motorway, we heard a loud crack  
behind us and turning round we saw a 
large tree fall in to the canal only yards 
away. With the tree being to big to 
move, we were almost trapped but 
luckily we managed to retreat via the 
larger pool and get back in one piece. 
On return to the Pumphouse, we 
unloaded the  
fencing and assorted rubbish from 
Phoenix and went home.  
 
September 5th. Pre Rally Clean up in 
Tipton. Five of us took Phoenix down 
the Crow and along to Tipton, where 
many hands were already at work pre-
paring the site for the forthcoming rally. 
Phoenix was soon full of rubbish, some 
of it collected on the way there, plus a 
bit more on the return cruise. A nice 
lunch was taken in the "Fountain", 
courtesy of the Friends of Tipton Cut 
who organised the days event. 
 

On return to the Pumphouse, we 
unloaded Phoenix, which took quite a 
while, before going for a pie and a pint 
in Oldbury.  
 
 

Future Work parties.  
 

October 24th. Pre Rally Clean up on 
the Engine Branch.  
 
October 30th to November 1st. En-
gine Branch. Many jobs around the 
site.  
 

November 7th. Remove nails from 
Bonfire site.  
 
December 5th. To be comfirmed 
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Some months ago I had an email from Rob Westlake - “The Canal Museum at 
Stoke Bruerne has been donated 2 original boundary markers. 
One is a GJC Co cast iron one and the other is a BCN blue brick stone. As I am sure 
you can guess, there is a story to the donation of this artefacts. Briefly, a gentleman 
who now lives near Cambridge  discovered these boundary markers whilst on their 
family holiday journeys around the canal system in the 1950's and 
60's. Whilst shafting their hire cruiser out of 'the putty', these markers were discov-
ered and retrieved. They have been in his garden ever since. He approached the 
Museum manager at Stoke Bruerne during a recent visit - as he wanted to find a 
suitable 'resting place' for these items. Whilst the GJC Co cast iron marker would be 
quite appropriate to locate somewhere in the vicinity of the Museum, the BCN stone 
would have no 'proper' connection with the Grand Union.” 
The transportation was then in the hands of Ivor Caplan who was attending 
the IWA Event in Northampton where it would be presented to him represent-
ing the Society. He writes as follows:- 
 
We have been contacted by the Friends of Stoke Bruerne regarding a BCN bound-
ary marker that had been rescued by Michael Waggett while cruising the BCN many 
years ago. Michael had passed it on to the Friends who have donated the marker to 
the BCNS. This is good news, as one of our objectives is to repatriate the many ar-
tefacts that have been lost or relocated over the years. 
The boundary marker was brought on NB Sculptor to the IWA Festival of Water at 
Northampton over the August bank holiday and at a small ceremony, it was handed 
over to Ivor Caplan who has brought it back on NB Brandywine for the final stage to 
the Pumphouse. 

On board 
Sculptor with 
Michael 
Waggett, Rob 
Westlake and 
Ivor Caplan. 

BCN Boundary Marker Repatriated 
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This summer we took “Marsh Harrier” 
down to the River Wey, to Godalming, 
and as we were returning towards the 
Thames we tied up just above  
Weybridge Town Lock.  A boat was 
coming up the lock and, as I was busy 
with ropes, I didn’t take much notice 
until he was almost past and I saw it 
was “Christopher James”.  After a  
couple of minutes talking to Dot about 
what a coincidence meeting CJ here, I 
wonder who owns it now and so on I 
thought this might be an opportunity to 
re-unite lamp and boat so hared on up 
the towpath with it.  I caught up with the 
boat in the lock by the magnificent 
Coxes Mill and introduced myself to its 
current owner, Andrew Hall.  He’s 
owned the boat for many a year now 
and it’s virtually been lovingly rebuilt.  A 
beautiful craft.  I explained to Andrew 
about the lamp and he willingly  
accepted. 

Phil Clayton 

Some of you may remember that long 
time BCNS supporter and Vice-
President Eric Foakes, who died last 
year, once owned the former Leonard 
Leigh tug, "Christopher James”.  When 
Eric and Betty had finished boating he 
often turned up at Society events with 
an eclectic selection of items which he 
sold and contributed the proceedings to 
the BCNS.  At a Titford Rally I bought 
some bits and pieces from Eric includ-
ing a grey and maroon painted oil lamp 
which he had used on “CJ” .  Of course, 
this wasn’t the boat’s original lamp but 
just a former British Railways lantern 
that Eric had painted up.  It’s been on 
“Marsh Harrier” for quite a few years 
now, decorating the top of the book-
shelf and often, catching sight of the 
lamp, I’d think of Eric and some of the 
experiences we shared …. like the time 
we were thrown out of a pub in  
Worcester! 

C.J. and Lamp Reunited 
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Titford Pools Plaque 
Have You Got One? 
Exploring the Titford Pools  

 

The Birmingham Canal Navigations Society (BCNS) is progressing an initiative to 
regenerate the Titford Canal, Pools and adjoining public open space.  There are 
several community, environmental  and heritage aspects to this and increasing 
the number of boats navigating the Pools is a major one. To encourage this we 
are offering a brass plaque to all boats that cruise the Pools at any time. There is 
no charge for the plaque apart from a nominal sum to cover p&p. 
 
Boaters who have cruised the Pools should post a completed form available from 
boundarypost@gmail.com to the address given with a photograph or other 
proof plus a cheque for £1.50 to cover p&p. 

Navigation notes 
The Society recommends that boats 
travel with at least one other boat to 
assist in case one of them runs 
aground. This is a possibility when 
accessing the pools but boats should 
be okay once in the Pools, as the wa-
ter is deeper there. 
Recommend cruising the Pools in 2 
sections. 
First turn left after Jarvis Bridge then 
turn right into main pool. 
Take care when venturing under the 
M5 motorway columns as the water is 
extremely shallow there! 

 

Then after winding, travel to the other pool by returning to junction and turning 
left before the junction.  Travel under the M5 viaduct into smaller Pool where it 
is easy to turn round and go back to the junction. 
 

 !  The opening from the main pool close to the M5 viaduct is very shallow and 
it is quite difficult to turn longer boats to the left (i.e.under the motorway), but it 
is possible to turn right toward the junction. 
 

We have handed out almost 70 plaques already since May!! 

mailto:boundarypost@gmail.com
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Welcome  
New  
Members 

From our Membership Secretary,  
Alan Veness 

He would like to welcome the  
following new members and hope they 
will join us in the activities of the BCN 

Society 

Paul Beever    -   Nantwich 
Keith Perry   -   Oldbury 
Christine Stevens   -   Oldbury 
Guy & Anne Morton   -   Houghton, Cambridgeshire 
Jon & Kathryn Trinder   -   Johnstone, Renfrewshire 
Scott, Michael, and Cynthia Burnett   -   Dudley 
 

Plus 16 on the inclusive year of membership from entering the 
September Explorer Cruise: 
 

Roland Rawlings   -   Burton Latimer, Northants. 
Ray Butler   -   Manchester 
Derek & Shirley Goodsell   -   Paddock Wood, Kent 
Mike & Diana Warburton   -   Harlton, Cambridgeshire 
Brian Timperley   -   Ely 
Alan & Judi Tullett   -   Hove 
Nigel Stanley   -   Warrington 
Gareth & Jane Huxtable   -   Tavistock 
Sheila Guildford   -   Thrapston, Northants. 
Andy & George Keane   -   Romsey, Hampshire 
Peter & Barbara Russel   -   Yeovil 
John & Rachel Brooks   -   Solihull 
Christine Kemp & Chris Tymkow   -   London 
Roger & Karen Titterton   -   Ashbourne 
David & Soozie Hopwood   -   Newcastle Under Lyme 
Terry & Sue Boyce   -   Kingston, ACT, Australia 

First night at  
Wolverhampton 

 
Spring Explorer 

Cruise 2015 
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We have been able to negotiate an excellent deal to have exclusive use of the 
West 12 Restaurant and a significantly reduced price for the splendid festive 
menu. The Hotel dress code specifies no jeans or trainers, but you will be able to 
wear your BCNS polo or sweat shirt with pride!  There is free parking at the Hotel 
and numerous bus services pass close by. 
You are requested to pre-select your meal choices – 2 courses for £18.50 or 3 for 
£22.00 - from the following menu: 

 

Please contact Dave Dent on 07774 605336 or dentdave@hotmail.com or 
download a booking form from the website.   

Places are available on a first come, first served basis and all bookings 
should please be made by November 10th. 

Starter 
Duck and Pistachio Terrine with plum chutney 

Smoked Salmon and Trout terrine with a Lemon Dill cream 
Tian of Melon with spiced Berries (V) 
Smoked Chicken and Caesar salad 
Main Course 
Served with Potatoes, Brussels Sprouts, Glazed carrots and honey roasted parsnips 
Traditional Roast Turkey with all the trimmings 
Fillet of Sea bass with king prawns and celeriac puree with preserved lemons 
Loin of pork with spiced apple compote 
Rolled Rib of beef with a red wine jus 
Twice Baked Cheese Soufflé with a Rocket salad and Tomato dressing (V) 

Desserts 
Traditional Christmas pudding with custard  
Lemon Meringue Pie 
Seasonal Berry Cheesecake 
Selection of local Cheeses with homemade chutney and biscuits 

BCNS Xmas Dinner 
Friday 4th December 2015 
Marriott Hotel, Five Ways,  

Birmingham, B16 8SJ  
7 for 7:30 pm 

mailto:dentdave@hotmail.com
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The first canal to pass through Tipton was 
the original line of the Birmingham Canal 
which opened in 1772. It ran from a  
junction with the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal on the western 
edge of Wolverhampton, then through 
Bilston, Bradley, Tipton, Tividale, Oldbury 
and Smethwick to Birmingham. It was 
buiIt by the engineer James Brindley as a 
contour canal, which followed the  
contours of the land in wide sweeping 
curves to avoid having to construct  
cuttings and embankments. By the early 
19th century the waterway was over-
crowded and so another famous  
engineer, Thomas Telford, was commis-
sioned to improve and shorten the route 
across the Black Country. He achieved 
one of these short-cuts by building 
the Coseley Tunnel which meant that the 
original canal between Bloomfield and 
Deepfields, through Summerhill,  
Wednesbury Oak and Bradley, became 
a secondary loop. After the second world 
war commercial traffic on this loop had all 
but ceased and the two mile section from 
Bloomfield to Bradley, including the half 
mile long branch to Ocker Hill was closed 
in 1955. 
 

Almost no trace of the route remains to-
day but up to the 1950s the canal was a 
very dominant feature of the landscape, 
especially at Summerhill where it passed 
beneath and ran alongside Upper Church 
Lane, close to the old Lathe`s Foundry.   

The Canal at Summerhill.  
Keith Hodgkins 

This first picture shows the view from 
Summerhill Bridge in 1955 with the 
houses of Moat Road on the left and 
the cooling towers of Ocker Hill power 
station in the distance. (The third  
cooling tower was built in 1957)   

The second photo is taken from the 
junction with the branch to Ocker Hill 
looking along the very weedy canal 
loop towards the bottle kilns of Charles 
Lathe`s foundry. The kilns were built in 
the 1920s to manufacture ceramic tiles 
for the fire grates produced by the  
company.  
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Society’s Artefacts 
Interesting Pieces of Wood!! 

 

Just a while ago I was asked if the Society would be interested in some 
“interesting pieces of wood”. Well I couldn’t say “No” so off Brian & I went to 
Penkridge and here they are. They were collected at the top of Walsall Locks 
in 1975. The attached photos show where the items came from. Maybe not 
everyone’s idea of “interesting pieces of wood” but they are a significant part 
of BCN history. 

These pieces came from 
abandoned and sunk 
Ernest Thomas boats 

This item is part of a BCN work bench - see 
complete bench below. It is marked “BCN No 
1 D” referring to number one district as the 
BCN was divided into work districts by B.W. 

The elongated diamond on the bow was the 
identification mark of Ernest Thomas. 
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CRT West Midlands  
 

Ian Lane  West Midlands Waterway Manager 
Ian.lane@ canalrivertrust.org.uk 

The recent Stratford River festival re-
minded me that it is now just over a year 
since I stepped into the Waterway Man-
agers role. Fortunately, its now a perma-
nent position allowing me to plan ahead 
for the future with some certainty. As 
with most things, plans and ideas take 
time to come to fruition but I like to think 
we are making some really good pro-
gress. This has been greatly helped by 
me now having a full Waterway team 
and a Waterway Partnership that is tak-
ing on some excellent members and 
doing some great work in promoting and 
opening doors for the Trust. With regard 
to my Waterway team, Bashir Ahmed 
MBE, has joined us as Development & 
Engagement Manager and Sue Block-
sidge has taken on the role of Volunteer 
Development Co-ordinator. Both have 
been in post for a few months and are 
making excellent progress. 

Whilst I have many plans for the future 
one of my biggest challenges is to 
change the perception of the BCN and 
make it a popular destination again. 
You already do some really great work 
in promoting it, and encouraging its 
use, and I hope to build on the work 
you do. One thing I want to do as part 
of this is to introduce more secure 
moorings for people to use. Therefore 
what I would like to hear from your 
members is where these locations may 
be, what areas would you welcome 
more mooring, and where are they 
needed? I am happy to take emails 
directly or via the society on this sub-
ject so we can try and work up some 
proposals and ideas in the right areas. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you and 
thanks again for all your support, its 
much appreciated 

This photo, taken by  
Stuart Sherratt, shows 
the replacement of the 
lock beams of a lock on 
the Oldbury flight after 
the rotting beam became 
badly damaged in May 
after the Titford Rally. 
Thanks to CRT for 
quickly getting the locks 
into working order ready 
for the Russell Newbury 
Rally. 
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Which power station is this? This photo was 
taken in 1962. The small notice in the top 
left of the photo, suspended from the cable 
bridge spanning the canal, has the following 
wording: 

NOTICE 
MOTOR BOATS  

MUST SLOW 
DOWN PASSING 
THESE WORKS 

 

This notice was still in place in 1980. 
 

Result of last edition’s photo quiz: 
Smethwick Gauging Station  

correctly answered by: 
Francis Stapleton, Malcolm Bates 

BCN Photo Quiz 
After appealing to members for a photo quiz picture I received this from Chris 
Clegg. It’s a little different as it is a photo from the past but he does say “ I believe 
that the cable bridge still exists, also some of the power station buildings, so 

maybe that qualifies as being still there!  

BCN CLEAN UP—15th/17th April 2016  
 
The big annual BCN Cleanup, with the BCN Society working alongside Coombeswood Ca-
nal Trust, Dudley Canal Trust the Canal & River Trust and the Birmingham IWA & Waterway 
Recovery Group & local volunteers will take place next April. 
Come along under the auspices of any of the groups.  If you want accommodation and food 
provided, book through the WRG web site. If you are staying with them, accommodation is 
available from the night of 17th, at the malt house stables, Tipton. 
The cleanup location is not sorted yet - will be published as soon as decided. 
You are welcome to come and join us - wear stout footwear and old clothes.  Waterproofs 
could be a good move.   
Tea and coffee are provided for everyone but bring your own pack lunch, unless you are 
making a weekend of it through the WRG.  
Chris Morgan will be leading the group, and can be contacted by email cbmorgan@sky.com 
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Exploring the Forgotten Corners of the BCN 
By Andy Tidy 

 
Andy Tidy is away cruising so there will not be an entry from him this 
time. However he has sent in the following:- 
 
In the last edition of Boundary Post Andy Tidy's exploration of the 
lost corners of the BCN included a reference to the Sandhills Arm. 
The owner of one of the properties at the end of this line has pointed 
out that the access road is private property and access is by private 
agreement only. 
Tracking down these lost routes is very tricky as its not always clear 
who actually owns the land!  
 

Please be mindful of this if you are exploring the lost canal 
routes in all the areas mentioned in his articles. 

Cottages of the BCN Web Site 
https://sites.google.com/a/bcncottage.co.uk/bcn_cottage/ 

Some years ago I was contacted by David Clegg who was developing a data 
base of BCN Cottages. Over the next year or so we shared photos of  
cottages and some information to go with some of them. This slowed up  
because of work commitments but just last month I received an email telling 
me he had put some of his information on a web site. David is keen to  
complete photos and details of the BCN Cottages so if you can help he would 
love to hear from you.  

David Clegg - email:- rhyd.ddu@googlemail.com  

COTTAGES 238 and 239  
Blackcock Bridge 
Daw End Canal 
  
Photo B M Ward 

mailto:cbmorgan@sky.com
https://sites.google.com/a/bcncottage.co.uk/bcn_cottage/
mailto:rhyd.ddu@googlemail.com
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As Green as Grass 
Growing Up Before, During & After the 
Second World War by Emma Smith,  
303 pages, 37 b & w illustrations, 2013, 
pubs by Bloomsbury, London, £16.99, 
ISBN 978 1 4088 3561 6 
available www Bloomsbury.com 
 

The author began life in a seemingly  
settled and comfortable world. With her 
father’s descent into mental illness her 
family’s life fell apart. How she comes to 
terms with this and with the difficulties of 
growing up during a war is the subject of 
this book.  Emma Smith was resourceful 
and found in herself the courage to meet 
all the challenges that were to confront 
her. An intelligent girl, she successfully 
completed a secretarial course after 
which she was offered a job with the War 
Office at its wartime location in Wood-
stock. Following a desire to get more 
involved with the war effort the author 
and her colleagues are struck by an  
advertisement for women to fill urgent 
vacancies on the canals. Their lack of 
knowledge did not deter them, and an 
application to the GUCCC (the Grand 
Union Canal Carrying Company) sees 
them taken on without too much more 
ado.  With an open mind the girls are 
able to adapt themselves to their new 
lifestyle, to take on the physically de-
manding work, the confined living space 
and lack of creature comforts of a canal 
boat. To them the change represented 

freedom to discard the routine and the 
dull ‘for the constantly changing scene 
of the ‘cut’. Not everyone could take to 
it and there were quite a few who  
decided it was not for them. But for 
those who could cope, were able to 
benefit from the expert training of Kitty 
Gayford and were eager to make a 
success of it, it did indeed become one. 
After three weeks tuition the author and 
her fellow boat-women were on their 
own, putting their newly won skills to 
the test. They encountered all the  
problems only too well known to  
boaters; dirty, dusty cargos of coal to 
be shovelled on board, locks to  be 
opened and closed, butties aground, 
floating debris, temperamental engines, 
the rush to get to the depot. But setting 
this against their acceptance by, and 
often help from those habituated to this 
way of life, together with the pleasure 
of cruising along some of the most  
idyllic countryside, the job gets done. 
 

The author’s account of this is told with 
the verve of a true story teller. In fact it 
helped her to find her true role as a 
writer and her book Maidens’ Trip, first 
published in 1948, won the Rhys Me-
morial Prize. 
 

 Emma Smith’s post war career was as 
varied as ever, visiting India, writing 
children’s books and autobiographies. 
This is a well written and honest  
account of her early years, enhanced 
by many interesting photographs. 
 

Recommended.  
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Atlas & Malus Report 
Paul Smith 

. 

It's been a busy summer for A&M.  
 

Starting in June they were taken from 
Hawne Basin into the city centre to be 
on display as part of a canoe event 
which attracted some interest from the 
public. Following that they were on the 
move up to Longwood for the gathering 
in June. A trip which was progressing 
well until we reached the mile pound 
between Rushall locks 2 and 3. We 
knew the water level had been lowered 
but as we left lock No. 3 we quickly 
found the bottom even though we were 
in the centre of the channel! Managing to 
get someone to the bank to go ahead 
and let some water down we thankfully 
arrived at Longwood Boat Club moorings 
some hours later. A&M received lots of 
interest from the public over the week-
end at Longwood, despite the wet 
weather on the Saturday.  
 

A couple of weekends later Atlas made 
the short trip to Brownhills for their canal 
festival. Although it was only a one day 
event it was very well attended by the 
public.  
 

Next event on the itinerary was the gath-
ering at Kings Norton Junction organised 
by the WB&DCS. A closure of Ryders 
Green Locks meant having to take the 
long way around, so with both boats 
back together we made steady progress 
around the "Curly Wyrley" to overnight at 
Wolverhampton then into the city centre.  

The move to Kings Norton itself saw 
A&M following John Jackson steering 
a well loaded  WB Roach who was 
doing a great job of clearing the  
channel for us! The event at Kings 
Norton was well attended by over 40 
boats and the first to be held there for 
many years.  
 

Mid July saw the boats head back to 
Hawne where a work party was organ-
ised to replace the side sheets on 
Malus, removing the old ones proved 
more difficult than we anticipated so 
only managed to get one side done. 
With 3 DofE Residentials organised in 
August there was no holiday for A&M. 
The trips included taking the students 
to visit the BCLM, Titford and the city 
centre. 
 

Once again a big thank you to all who 
have helped to crew, including some 
new faces. 
Steve, Dave, Paul, Adam, Jon P, Jon 
W, Michael, Charley, Rob, Jeff, Adrian, 
Ivor, Roy, Roger, Peter and Stuart.  

Pelsall in July on their way to Birmingham 

Ph
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The BCN 1769 to 1863 
 

So often the question comes up “When was this canal built”? This map shows the 
dates of each canal that makes up the Birmingham Canal Navigations.The sur-
rounding canals are named but none of the BCN Canals are so you either require 
a map or a good knowledge of the BCN. The small dotted canals with dates in 
brackets tell when the canal was abandoned.  
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blast furnace slag was controlled. The slag 
was re-used in the manufacturing of all 
kinds of concrete, road metal, fireproofing 
and sewage filtering etc.. 
 
Much to my surprise when following up my 
family history it came to light through British 
Waterways Archives at Gloucester that my 
great great grandfather of the late nine-
teenth century owned a fleet of narrow 
boats, “Joey boats”. In total 103 are  
recorded in the Freakley name. These  
records can be found in the Gauge  
Registers of the BCN (Birmingham Canal 
Navigations). The listing includes gauge 
numbers, boat names, gauge origins,  
owners name & location. All boats were 
made of wood, the later boats having a 
cabin but the earlier ones were open boats 
all would have been horse drawn. The  
majority of John Freakley’s boats were  

registered in 1908 but some as early as 
1873 

Mornington House office stood on ground 
with stables to the rear. Access to the  
premises was through tall double gates for 
carts and very early motor vehicles. A single 
side gate provided quick pedestrian access 
to the rear of the building. Through the main 
gates were two parallel concrete tracks 
forming the driveway to the stables. Each 
track had at the entrance a cast brass name 
plate set into the track centre. These com-
pany name plates were set in the drive 
around 1900 and removed in March 1977 
prior to the demolition of Mornington House. 
One name plate was given to me for safe 
keeping and my brother cares for the  
second. It was around this time when the 
company was wound up as times &  
techniques were advancing at an alarming 
rate. 
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Peter Freakley is a well known person 
around the BCN. He has been involved 
with canals and boats since a very early 
age. The name J Freakley & Co Ltd is 
associated with work boats in the BCN 
Gauging books from 1873 to 1908. We 
learn here the relationship with Peter & 
this very successful company as he 
writes about his early family life: 
 

Bricks – My Family’s business is of no 
doubt of particular interest because it 
directly relates to the history of bricks & 
slag in the Black Country, especially in 
the Dudley area and for the number of 
boats used on the BCN to transport. 
 

I was born as a pre second war babe 
and lived through some of the war years 
with my grandparents on father’s side of 
the family at Mornington House,  
Coneygre, Dudley Port.  

The house was located on the A461 
just a short way from Burnt Tree  
Crossing. Perhaps you can visualise or 
imagine it right in the heart of the brick 
& clay manufacturing industry and 
many a time reference was made in 
conversation to the “Blue Brick”  
company and various slag heaps 
around this immediate area. I was 
taken as a young tot to see the sites 
where the slag was deposited in huge 
mounds. I well remember the incline 
rail tracks and the tubs which were 
used to convey the slag. I would return 
home to play with my Meccano and 
Hornby “O” gauge toys to construct a 
model of the quarry incline on the back 
door scullery steps. 
 
The company office occupied half the 
house from which the movements of waste  

Mornington House, Coneygre, Dudley Port.  

Slag Heaps & BCN Joey Boats 

However strange 
though it may be it 
was only during much 
later years I learnt that 
my great great grand-
father managed the 
firm John Freakley & 
Co Ltd., Mornington 
House, Dudley Port. It 
was almost opposite  
Coneygre Colliery and 
the basin came off Old 
Main Line, all now long 
gone. I stayed at this 
location (my  
grandparents) for  
periods during the war 
years.  
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Letters  
to the  
Editor 

Some time ago Fred Heritage commented on a photo in Bob May’s book 
“BCN in Pictures”. This was the photo featuring BW workers posing on an ice 
boat. Fred was able to name the men featured so I thought it needed to be 
recorded. There is one ex BW worker known to many BCNS members and 
certainly many at Hawne Basin! 

ICE BOAT WORKERS NAMED 

Iceboat workers 
named 
Left to right 
Harry Davies, 
Jimmy  
Simpson, Joe 
Chattin, Ernie 
Fenton (Ganger)
Ronnie Mc Der-
mond (T&S Ele-
ment & horse) 

Hi Brenda, 
 

A massive thanks to the Society and especially to Mike and his team for the 
help on Saturday. The site is looking super now, just hoping not to much litter 
appears between now and the festival! 
 

I'm not sure if you need the names of all the volunteers for funding purposes 
but here they are:- Dave Newall, Steve Roberts, John Raycourd, Heidi Yard-
ley, Steve Bingham, John Rudge, Trevor White, Roger Adams, Becky Ste-
vens, Darren Adams, Peter Smith, Jacky Smith, Dawn Dawes, Allen Dawes, 
Ann Johnson, Paul Holt, Mike Andrews, Andy Matthews, Mick Ridgmere, 
Keith Perry, Malcolm Jones, Gundi Jones. 
All the best and see you soon, Ann. Johnson (by email) 

BCNS Work Party at Tipton - 
Thank You 
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Cyclists do need to be made more 
aware of the rules. Responsible cycling 
campaigning groups such as the CTC, 
Birmingham Pushbikes and Sustrans do 
stress the need for this.  In fact I was at 
a meeting last year at BCC when a  
Sustrans representive specifically raised 
the issue that notices were needed on 
the Worcester and Birmingham Canal to 
deter speeding cyclists.  However, at the 
time Graham Lennard reported that 
the team at Birmingham Cycling  
Revolution deemed it unnecessary.  
Fortunately, CRT are now involved with 
a scheme to extend signage along the 
canal and are also proposing new  
signage stressing that pedestrians have 
priority at all times.    
 
One of the problems is that whereas 
CRTengineers have largely completed 
their works on schedule, this is not the 
case for the BCC engineers working 
on the majority of the Birmingham  
Cycling Revolution. Most of the CRT 
work on the Birmingham canals will be 
completed by the end of this year but 
the main programme of making cycle 
routes on Birmingham's roads 
safer has hardly begun.  

Problems with Cyclists on Towpaths 
Since the towpaths around the canals have been 
upgraded for cyclists there has been much criti-
cism about cyclists travelling too fast and with no 
regard for pedestrians. Roy Watson a dedicated 
cyclist who has been instrumental in lobbying for 
safer cycling and has developed a map published 
by Heron Maps called  
Birmingham Greenways, sent me the following 
which I hope will be of help to you. 

 It is running about a year behind 
schedule. This means that some  
cyclists (termed 'utility' cyclists) who 
use a bicycle as a means of getting to 
work find it safer and quicker to use 
canal towpaths. A tiny minority of 
these do not seem to understand that 
speeding on the towpath can be very 
unnerving for people out walking and 
indeed for the vast majority of other 
responsible  cyclists who use  the  
canals.  
 
Report on going issues first and fore-
most to the elected representative 
for your ward followed by Graham 
Lennard ( the  Cycling Officer at  
Birmingham City Council ). 
 
Additionally other helpful contacts are: 
 
Ian Lane - Canal and River Trust 
Hema Kasi-Patel Living 
Streets  (Pedestrian Pressure 
Group) 
Gareth Morgan - Living Streets 
Mahroof Malik - Birmingham Rights 
of Way officer 
Doug Hyde - Birmingham Local  
Access Forum 
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Members may recall our concern six 
years ago when a planning application 
was submitted to convert the Gauging 
House into apartments as part of a 
housing scheme. With the recession in 
the building industry, this was never 
progressed and the condition of the 
building has deteriorated in the mean-
time. The Gauging House is listed 
Grade 2 and a very rare example of 
such a building which had two docks 
and facilities for loading the gauging 
weights between them, certainly part of 
our waterways heritage that must be 
conserved and ideally used to interpret 
its use for visitors.  
 

Recently a further application was  
submitted for the same housing  
development but excluding the Gauging 
House. The building cannot now be 
converted into dwellings because of an 
H&SE restriction zone from a high-
pressure gas main situated in the  
opposite towpath.  

Objections were made on the basis 
that if the restoration and future use of 
the building are not resolved as part of 
the development, it will be very difficult 
to do this at a later stage when the 
housing is occupied. 
 

Planning approval has now been 
granted with a condition that the  
developer must implement an  
approved restoration scheme for the 
Gauging House prior to completion of 
the housing. This is good news as far 
as it goes but we are still arguing for 
reinstatement of the access arm and 
docks because without this any future 
canal relate use will be unlikely.  
We then need to find a viable and  
sustainable long term use for the  
building and I would be interested 
to hear from any members with 
ideas. Of course the use will have to 
be compatible with its close prox-
imity to the new housing, so not 
easy to resolve. 

Tipton Gauging House - Update 
Ivor Caplan 

Photos:-  Waterway Images/Harry Arnold  

Tipton Gauging Station in use.                    
                                                                        Tipton Gauging Station in 1966 
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engineered by Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel who wanted to make a broad 
gauge railway through to Birmingham 
and beyond. The LBR was absorbed 
into the London & North Western Rail-
way network and they were not keen 
on a junction between the GWR and 
their lines at Birmingham. From  
Bordesley on the BOJR a new and  
independent route was promoted for 
mixed gauge tracks into a new station 
at Snow Hill. This route was primarily 
made on a brick viaduct by the local 
builders, Branson & Gwyther. Making 
the original intended viaduct to Curzon 
Street was still carried on until it almost 
reached the LNWR metals. The  
junction was never made and the  
viaduct remained unused for the  
intended through traffic a monument to 
the folly of these times. A length of 
track on the viaduct was employed as 
sidings and a shunt for Upper Trinity 
Street Goods Depot. 
 

This viaduct crossed the Warwick & 
Birmingham Canal just west of Great 
Barr Street Bridge and the arch still  

remains there to this time. The working 
part of the BOJR crossed the Warwick & 
Birmingham Canal near lock 4 of the 
Camp Hill Locks carried over the  
waterway by a wrought iron span. A 
separate span carried that railway over 
Sandy Lane. 
 

Further railway improvements happened 
towards the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury and the start of the twentieth. During 
the 1890’s the tracks into New Street 
were doubled when a second pair of 
tracks crossed over the Digbeth Branch 
close to the Proof House. Between 1905 
and 1914 the GWR embarked on a wid-
ening scheme that included the making 
of Moor Street Station (passenger and 
goods) and the replacement of bridges 
including a new steel bridge that 
spanned both Lock 4 at Camp Hill and 
Sandy Lane, which was completed in 
1914. 
 

During the hundred and ten years of 
transport development here, industries 
changed along the canal bank many 
fold. Their stories will be told next. 

Warwick Bar taken in 2004 not long after the 
replacement gates had been put in place -
they remain open.      B M Ward 

The raised area is to the left of the photo.       
B M Ward 
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The Warwick & Birmingham Canal  
in Birmingham 

 

Part 1 The Changing Route 
Ray Shill 

When the Birmingham & Fazeley  
Canal was first proposed, the water-
way was intended to link the coal 
mines at Wednesbury with the ex-
tended Coventry Canal at Fazeley. A 
branch was intended along the River 
Rea valley from near Salford Bridge to 
Bordesley.   This branch would have 
required about 5 locks to reach the 
terminus that was intended to serve 
the industries placed around the Rea 
at Deritend. The Rea itself provided 
power for a number of watermills, in-
cluding Coopers Mill, which lay by a 
track that was to become Fazeley 
Street. There was also an important 
tanning industry at Deritend, which 
used the river water as a supply for the 
tanning pits. 

The politics of transport construction 
schemes came to intervene when the 
canal promoters went to Parliament. 
The proprietors of the existing  
Birmingham Canal Navigation company 
were opposed to the intended route of 
the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal and 
opposed it through presenting their own 
canal branch to reach the mines at 
Wednesbury. A compromise was 
reached with approval of Parliament 
whereby instead of the main line run-
ning direct to Wednesbury, that line was 
diverted onto route through Aston  
climbing 24 locks to join the Newhall 
Branch of the Birmingham Canal. From 
there to Ryders Green on the branch to 
West Bromwich (sometimes known as 
the “Wednesbury Canal”) the  

 Rea Aqueduct RCHS Collection  
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Birmingham Canal was to a shared 
route for both concerns. From Ryders 
Green the Birmingham & Fazeley  
became responsible for building a new 
canal which descended through 8 locks 
to serve the Wednesbury mines. The B 
& F branch to Bordesley was also al-
tered. It joined the main canal at the 
end of a short level section (Hospital 
Pound) near the top lock of the 11 
locks that comprised the Aston Flight. 
This branch, the Digbeth Branch,  
descended through 6 locks to reach the 
terminus basin at Bordesley Street. 
 

The Birmingham Canal Navigation and 
the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal 
merged to create the Birmingham & 
Birmingham & Fazeley Canal. It was a 
title that existed for some 11 years be-
fore simplification was made to the  
Birmingham Canal Navigations in 1794. 
Thomas Sheasby, contractor, working 
for the B & B & F made the Digbeth 
Branch. Near the terminus was a work-
ing steam powered Cotton Mill. Making 
this branch involved the cutting of a 
short tunnel at Ashted, the hamlet cre-
ated by Dr John Ash. Below the bottom 
lock, the canal had to be built on an 
embankment to cross a valley and a 
stream that flowed into the Rea. 
 

To the east lay the valley of the Rea 
and when the Warwick & Birmingham 
Canal was proposed and sanctioned 
this new canal had to cross that valley. 
Construction began in 1793 with Wil-
liam Felkin as engineer directing vari-
ous contractors to make the canal. 
Much of the crossing of the Rea Valley 
was by embankment but there were 
also two aqueducts, one over the Rea 
and the other over Cooper’s Mill stream 

stream. From there it was a level  
waterway to the bottom lock. From here 
the canal ascended through 6 locks, 
Camp Hill Locks, to a summit level. A 
reservoir placed on the north side of 
the towpath below the bottom lock 
stored the surplus water that was 
needed to be pumped back to the top 
lock. A steam engine placed in a plot of 
land beside Bowyer Street was used to 
re-circulate the water lost to the lower 
level from the summit pound. This  
engine came into use when a section 
of waterway was opened as far as  
Henwood in 1796. 
 

The summit level extended from the top 
of Camp Hill Locks through Sparkbrook 
to Acocks Green and involved another 
long embankment over the River Cole 
Valley. From there it went on through 
Yardley, Olton and Solihull to reach the 
temporary terminus at Henwood. Con-
struction then continued with the mak-
ing of 6 locks at Knowle (42 ft descent), 
a short tunnel at Shrewley and 21 locks 
at Hatton (146 ft descent) and culmi-
nated with the opening of the entire 
waterway to the terminus at Saltisford 
in Warwick. The opening date coin-
cided with the opening of the Warwick 
& Napton Canal which joined the Bir-
mingham line near the Cape and went 
on to join the Oxford Canal at Napton. 
From opening both canals became an 
important route for carriers using the 
waterway as it offered a shorter route 
from Birmingham to the Oxford as well 
as the Grand Junction Canal, then un-
der construction. The completion of the 
Stratford upon Avon Canal as far as 
Kingswood during 1802 also provided a 
link to Worcester Wharf in Birmingham, 
even if the bar there prevented boat   
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movement between the Worcester & 
Birmingham and the BCN!  
 

Even if the Worcester & Birmingham 
Canal company had fraught relations 
with the proprietors of the Birmingham 
Canal, the Warwick & Birmingham 
committee were generally on good 
terms with BCN proprietors. Until the 
making of the Birmingham & Warwick 
Junction Canal (1844), no stop or toll 
house appear to have existed at the 
junction with the Digbeth Branch. 
 

Trade was encouraged to develop 
along the canal route in Birmingham 
including parts, such as Bordesley and 
Deritend that were originally in Aston 
Parish. Metal working was carried on at 
various locations on the level section 
from Digbeth Junction to Camp Hill 
Locks. A canal side tannery was also 
established there. 
 

Warwick Wharf was made on the made 
up land beside the canal with frontage 
access to Fazeley Street. It became the 
company wharf and eventually had the 
company offices built there. A carriers 
warehouse was first established by 
Scott & Cleverton in 1810, but following 
their bankruptcy Pickfords took over 
their warehouse. They moved their car-
rying business there from the Love 
Lane depot during 1812 and built new 
warehouses.  
 

The building of the railways changed 
the canal side area around Digbeth 
Junction. The London and Birmingham 
Railway was opened to Curzon Street 
in 1838. The Grand Junction Railway 
extension from Duddeston followed 
with both railways crossing the Digbeth 
Branch on bridges. These higher level  

railways were carried on embankments 
and viaducts across the Rea Valley. 
The long London & Birmingham  
Railway embankment was made from 
excavated spoil from the cuttings at 
Adderley Park by contractors working 
under the direction of Robert Stephen-
son, engineer. Like Sheasby before, 
the movement of earth to make up the 
embankments required men and 
horses. But with the L & BR contract 
there was also a railway locomotive 
and wagons used to move the spoil.  
 

Further railway work followed with the 
making of the railway extension into 
Birmingham New Street (opened June 
1854). This two track line crossed the 
Digbeth Branch south of the Curzon 
Street access lines and descended into 
a cutting and tunnel. The excavated 
earth, part at least, appears to have 
been put down on the land near Ban-
bury Street, building up the level from 
the valley level and extending towards 
the Warwick & Birmingham Canal. The 
artificial hillside towered over the stop 
and lock house built there during the 
1840’s. 
 

Railway construction entered a period 
of frenzied investment from 1844 with a 
host of new schemes proposed across 
England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 
It was left to the Board of Trade and 
Parliament to weed out the voluminous 
list of applications for new routes. A 
germ of a railway in these times was 
the Birmingham & Oxford Junction 
whose initial allegiance lay with the 
London & Birmingham and a planned 
junction at Curzon Street. With time the 
BOJR became tied to the Great West-
ern Railway cause and its route was   


