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On the Main Line close to 

Smethwick Junction a wall fell 

down from a factory on the left 

side tow path coming away 

from Birmingham. It broke the 

BCNS sign directing boaters to 

Wolverhampton, Birmingham 

and Spon Lane Junction via 

Old Main Line. It remained in 

this broken state for a couple of 

years while it was agreed who 

was to blame. 

The photo on the right shows 

how this sign looks now. It has 

lost it’s BCNS sign on the 

polo at the top and now just 

says Smethwick Junction.  

This is a shame but it does 

now direct the boaters once 

more. 



2 

  Boundary Post                     Winter 2015                         Edition 207 

Chairman & web man: 
CHARLEY JOHNSTON 07825816623 
mail@feloniousmongoose.com 
 

Vice Chair & Rally Organiser 
BARRIE JOHNSON  0121 422 4373 
barryjohnson7@tiscali.co.uk  
 

Treasurer: 
DAVE DENT  
38 Greenland Mews, London, SE8 5JW 
020 8691 9190  dentdave@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary: & Planning Officer  
IVOR CAPLAN 
tel: 07778685764  ihcaplan@msn.com 
 

Membership 
ALAN VENESS tel: 0121 355 4732 
43 Pilkington Ave, Sutton Coldfield, B72 
1LA   email: alan.veness@gmail.com 
 

Work Party Co-ordinator: 
MIKE ROLFE   07763 171735 
 

Buildings & Heritage  
Vacant position 
 

Boundary Post Editor 
BRENDA WARD 

boundarypost@gmail.com 0121 355 6351 
 

Youth Liaison Officer  
KATE SELF 
k.self@ikon-gallery.co.uk  07929401682 
 

Archives & Heritage Boats 
IVOR CHAMBERS  tel: 0121 707 1690 
ivor_w_chambers@hotmail.com 
 

New Council Member 
GEOFF WINSLOW 
taz.winslows@virgin.net  

Council Members - 2014 - 2015  
President :  Martin O’Keeffe  

Vice-Presidents:  Ron Cousens, Phil Clayton, Cllr. David Sparks, Rob Starkey,  

Press & Publicity: 
Kath O’’Keeffe 
kathleenokeeffe@live.co.uk 
 

Press & Publicity Assistant 
Martin O’Keeffe 
hecla777@hotmail.com  
 

Sales: 
REBECCA SMITH KEARY 
rsk63@yahoo.co.uk    01562 850234 
 

Health & Safety 
ARTHUR FARGE tel: 0121 745 4266 
email: afarge@live.co.uk 
 

Supporting members to Council 
 

Talks and Presentations 
PHIL CLAYTON 07890921413 
phillipclayton@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Work Party Administrator 
Michael Smith-Keary 01562 850234 
sk63@btinternet.com 
 

BCNS Explorer Cruise 
Stuart & Marie Sherratt 07510167288 
bcns.explorercruise@gmail.com 
 

BCNS 24 Hour Challenge 
Roy Kenn   01922 428644 
John Carrington  
bcnschallenge@gmail.com 
 

Fundraiser: 
MIKE BUTLER 
tel: 01299 879923 
 

Official Photographer 
Kevin Maslin 
mail@kevinmaslin.co.uk  
 

Atlas & Malus Manager 
Paul Smith: paul.smith879@yahoo.co.uk  



3 

 Boundary Post                     Winter 2015                                 Edition 207      

Contents                  Page 
Council Details    2 
Editorial                          3  
Chairman’s notes                         4  
Atlas & Malus    5 
BCN Boundary Posts   6 
New President’s Report     7 
Society’s Artefacts    8 
Photo Quiz     9 
BCN Cruise     10 
Beery Boaters     12 
Atlas & Malus 2015    13 
Dudley Canal Trust News  14 
Ray Shill Paradise ST. Wharf  15 
Bridge Moving 60 Years Ago  18 
Trap Makers Bridge   20 
Bob - A Tribute    21 
Book Reviews      22 
Walking forgotten BCN   23 
Lapal Canal £5,000 Grant  25 
New Members & Letters   26   
Work Party Report    28 
Tribute to Bob & Geoff   29 
Social Meetings     30 

 

Happy New Year to you all.  
 
This is my first Boundary Post since  
relinquishing my position of Chairman and it 
is taking a bit of getting used to but the new 
year will see our new Chairman, Charley 
Johnston getting into the job with much 
enthusiasm. We know he is keen and ready 
to learn supported by all the members of 
the Society’s Council.  
 
I enjoy editing this journal as I continue to 
receive such interesting items from so many 
members. This time I received a letter from 
a member who had just joined & lives in 
Edinburgh but was brought up in the  
Bradley Canal area. Ray Shill’s article this 
time is slightly different to his usual and I 
found it particularly interesting.  The contact 
from the  Beery Boaters could be beneficial 
to those of you who like your real ale! 
 
It was most pleasing to see the diary for 
Atlas & Malus’s movements. Though before 
next season Atlas needs a great deal of 
work & requires helpers to carry this out. 
Please don’t leave it to the few - even if you 
can only manage a day contact Paul Smith. 
 
My favourite article this time is the one from 
Fred Heritage & Sadie related after 60 
years with illustrations including a couple of 
photos from the Will King collection. This 
just shows that there are likely to be many 
interesting stories out there about the BCN. 
If you have a tale to tell - let me know about 
it & it can be shared with all our members! 
 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

Brenda 

 

Next Boundary 
Post 

Editor welcomes any 
interesting and  

relevant information relating to 
the BCN in the form of news 

items,  
photographs, letters, notes or  

articles to be sent by  
March 1st 

 
Email: boundarypost@gmail.com 
Address: 9 Wylde Green Road, 

Sutton Coldfield B72 1HB 
Tel: 01213556351 

Mobile: 07961177553 
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Chairman’s  
Notes 

 
I was honoured (and some what  
surprised) to be asked to chair our  
Society, and I am looking forward to 
helping to bring the Society on in to 
the new year and the further future. 
Where from here? 
 
Firstly I need to learn a lot.  I am 
acutely aware that I am new to the 
BCN, and simple arithmetic means 
that I will never have the experience 
of members like Fred Heritage,  Roy 
and Jean Dobbs and others of you 
who have spent a lifetime around this 
outstanding canal system.  So I will 
depend heavily on others experience, 
to which hopefully I can add a new-
comers view.  So if I come to you 
asking “What are we doing?”, and 
“Why are we doing it this way?” it 
simply means that I am trying learn 
what is happening. 
 
We have a great canal system (The 
BCN is one of the reasons that I am 
living here in the West Midlands), and 
a great Society dedicated to this  
system, thanks to the commitment 
and work of those of you who started 
and ran it.  A particular thank you 
here to Brenda, who has provided me 
with the challenge of having run 
things so well.  (It is much easier to 
take over from someone who has 
done a poor job.) 
 
 

 We do a lot – meetings, rallies, cruis-
es, challenges, running historic boats 
and work boats, a truck, burger bar, 
bar, websites, Facebook,  
Boundary Post and many other 
things.  Should we do more?  Should 
we do less?  Should we do things in 
the same way?  Should we do things 
differently?  Are we sharing the work-
load in the best way? 
 

There are many in the Society who I 
don’t know, and even more who I 
don’t know as well as I should.  
Please contact me with your ideas as 
to how we should move forward,  
because one thing is certain, as with 
every other organisation, if we do not 
move on to adapt to changing circum-
stances, we will wither and decay.  
We have too much to hold on to for 
that to be a good move. 
 

Finally (and this comes a bit oddly as 
I am writing in early December) I wish 
all of you and the Society all the very 
best for 2015. 
 

             ****************** 
I would like to add to Charley’s notes 

as out going Chairman & as Boundary 

Post Editor. Charley has emphasised 

his lack of knowledge about the BCN 

& people associated with it but being 

the man Charley is it won’t be long 

before he catches up. The first year in 

any job is a time for learning as I 

found myself but once into the swing 

of it it will become an enjoyable task 

as I discovered. I along with all mem-

bers of our Council will support and 

advice appropriate to Charley’s 

needs. We wish him all the very best. 
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I duly arrived at my allotted time, still slightly apprehensive, but satisfied that if the welcome 
and ‘training’ was as good as the management of the volunteer process I was obviously in 
safe hands. My confidence was fully justified as I was warmly greeted by Paul who put me 
at my ease. Other members of the crew soon arrived and we were ready for ‘the off’. With 
Paul’s easy going yet structured approach I very quickly felt part of a team. I was given eve-
ry opportunity to steer and crew and thoroughly enjoyed my experience. 
 

Other chances to crew were soon offered and subsequent adventures were equally  
enjoyable, the experience being enhanced by the involvement of Jeff who, like Paul, made 
me feel at home and showed me new techniques and skills, but again the pleasant  
supportive approach was so apparent.  
 

The crewing of these two fine narrow boats was full of challenges for me but Paul and Jeff 
gave me the confidence to take on these challenges 
 

Due to other previously arranged appointments I was not able to volunteer as often as I 
would have liked but as soon as more opportunities are offered I will be quick to apply. 
 

Paul – thank you for making me feel so valued - keep up the good work – I will be back 

 

A letter of thanks from  
John Carrington: 

Atlas and Malus – Thank you 
Paul & Jeff 

 

Although I have regularly hired  
narrow boats for nearly 15 years the 
thought of crewing an ex working 
boat and butty was quite daunting. 
Nevertheless when volunteers were 
required to crew Atlas and Malus I 
eagerly put my name forward. Very 
soon I was contacted by Paul Smith 
who offered me a number of  
opportunities to help. I was  
immediately impressed by his 
prompt response, efficiency and 

John Carrington has been a great help to Roy Kenn when he took over the  
administrative side of the 24 Hour Challenge after the untimely death of our then Chairman 

Graham Whorton three years ago.  

End of Season Report 
 

Traditionally September is a busy month for A&M, and 
this year was no exception with three events over 

three consecutive weekends. 
The first to be attended was the Black Country  

Boating Festival at Windmill End. Unlike last year the 
weather was fine and dry helping to bring out a lot of 
visitors. The following weekend saw A&M in Tipton for 
their annual community canal festival. The final rally in 
September was at Parkhead which was as popular as 

ever. The last event of the year for A&M was the 
BCNS Bonfire Rally at Smethwick. The boats  

attendance this year was very different from previous 
years as it was part of a Duke of Edinburgh awards 

residential with twelve young adults staying on board, 

learning to crew and help build the bonfire. Ivor did a 
fantastic job of getting the boats ready in time,  

thank you Ivor. 
Now with winter upon us it's time for some 

much needed maintenance. If you're interested 
in helping out please let me know. 
See page 13 for next years programme 
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The Story of the BCN Boundary Post 

How many types of Boundary Post do you think there are?  
Well I only knew of two until a while ago. 

Then there is the boundary post in picture 3 
that I had never seen before Martin O’Keeffe  
recently obtained this one. It is made with the 
same material as a blue engineering brick. If 
anyone has any information about it or knows 
of another type then we would be very keen to 
hear from you. 

The one with which we are all familiar  and fea-
ture on the front of our journal. There are still 
some in original positions around the BCN and 
one in our collection of archives in Titford Pump 
House. 

The concrete boundary post that we 
still see around the BCN mainly  
outside a few canal cottages e.g. the 
one at Pelsall junction and Wolver-
hampton top lock, can be seen here 
outside the cottage at Rushall lock 3 in 
the 1970s. They are also along the  
Wyrley & Essington near Brownhills 
and in places on the Birmingham & 
Fazeley Canal. 
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Perhaps the Editor will allow your new Presi-
dent to say a few words. It is a great honour 
to be elected President of the BCN Society 
and I am very grateful to you all in conferring 
this honour upon me. The Society has been 
an important part of my life and our move last 
year to Shropshire has enabled me to be 
better placed to be more closely involved in 
things again.  
 

I would like to pay tribute to our retiring  
President David Smith. David was chairman 
when I became involved with things all those 
years ago and he did much to encourage me. 
He had previously been Boundary Post editor 
but he was very keen on the project to erect 
signposts around the junctions. This led to 
the Explorer scheme which David and Myrtle 
introduced and I am sure they are both 
pleased to see it continue and flourish. 

Martin O’Keeffe 

Our New President 
 

Martin has been with the Society for many years and has been Chair-
man for 9 of them. He was instrumental in gaining the Pump House at 
Titford as the Society’s Head Quarters. We owe him a lot and now he 
has agreed to take the place of David Smith. Martin is stepping into “a 
big pair of shoes” as David was a superb attentive President and we 

will miss him.          Thank you David. 

At this years AGM Brenda Ward stood down 
as Chairman (although she continues as  
editor). Brenda has been extremely active in 
raising the profile of the Society both within 
the waterways community but also with the 
wider world too. The fact that the society is 
vibrant and active in so many ways is due in 
no small measure to her enthusiasm. I would 
like to repeat the thanks that was given to her 
it is richly deserved. 
 

I would also like to welcome Charley Johnston 
as our new Chairman. He has been acting as 
Webmaster and Social Secretary and  
organising the bar at events. Charley is lucky 
to lead a council that has a wealth of  
experience and commitment and I look  
forward to seeing the Society develop under 

his leadership.  

Barrie & Eileen - last year organising 

the Bonfire Rally 
 

What can I say!!!!  Barrie and I feel we went out on a high. So sorry it was our last  
bonfire to organise, but we felt so proud it was one of the best Bonfire weekends of all. 
The weather was perfect and there was lots of help from everyone.  We thank you all 
for the input that everyone put into the weekend; the week before collecting the pallets, 
the putting  up of the tents, the entertainment, the bar, the burger bar, tea and coffee 
stand, building the bonfire and all the other endless jobs that people do to make it the 
weekend that it is, plus all the dismantling and the putting it all away.  Next year it could 
all be a whole new show.  We thank you for the presentation made to Barrie and it looks 
lovely on our windowsill by the front door so we see it every day and we remember all our 
good friends and memories of bonfires past. Thank you all very very much. 
Love Eileen and Barrie. 
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Society’s Artefacts 

There were a number of these pulley blocks 
around the BCN mainly at T junctions such as 
The top of Brades and  Aston. The idea was 
that a rope was passed from the stern of the 
boat to a horse pulling in the opposite  
direction to which the boat was going to get 
the boat out of the lock and travelling along the 
canal. You may ask why didn’t the horse pull 
the boat out in the same direction and then 
keep going. Well they did if the same horse 
was part of the boats journey but in many cas-
es the horse was based at the lock flight and 
only worked that flight or the boat only had a 
short distance to travel from the top lock and 
was shafted or pulled by hand to its  
destination. 

This photograph of a pulley block can be found in Bob May’s collection, now in the  

possession of the Society. We have an original pulley as part of our archives donated by Alan 

T Smith’s widow Sheila, on the wall of Titford Pump House, visible at any meeting or rally. 

Although we had a good idea of its purpose I asked Glyn Phillips to describe its use accurate-

ly to include here: 

The other reason  they were used was because 
in some places it was difficult for the horse to 
pull the boat out of the lock as the pulling angle 
was wrong due to being right on a junction or 
there was a bridge in the way of the towing 
line.  The practise could be dangerous for the 
horse because the horse had to be stopped 
from pulling at the right time and then the rope 
disconnected before the horse was pulled back-
wards by the departing boat. 
 

If you ever see a horse working a flight of locks 
you will appreciate how fast they work. The boat 
accelerates out of the lock much faster than a 
motorboat so a horse could beat a motorboat 
for speed through any lock flight. Because of 
the large number of lock flights on the BCN 
horse boating continued long after the introduc-

tion of the motorboat for short haul traffic.  

Pully Block in original position. 

Photo: Bob May Collection 
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Tipton Green Locks photo from Keith Hodgkins 
Tipton Green Locks closed officially in 1960. It seems that there was almost no 
traffic after the war. 
They were filled in 
gradually throughout 
the 60s and the scar 
remained until 
the early 70s when 
West Bromwich 
Council created a 
landscaped walk-
way. I’m attaching a 
rare photo of a boat 
in the locks in 1957 
(the only one I know 
apart from the war-
time Heather Bell) 
from the Watts  
Collection in the Waterways Museum Archives at Gloucester (and featured in the 
Summer 2012 edition of Narrowboat). Someone at one of my talks identified the 
boat as being on hire to the Birmingham Federation of Boys Clubs for a canal ac-
tivity holiday. 

BCN Photo Quiz 
 

After a long break I have decided to reinstate the Photo Quiz. This photo 
was taken by me in 1996. As bridges go it is rather lacking in style. Now 
you may know where this bridge was but can you tell where the canal 
arm under the bridge went? I look forward to hearing from many of you 
with the correct identification. Ed. 
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Cruise around the BCN? 
Why not join Stuart & Marie just like 

Tony and Carol Gamble on nb Chance 

Some friends of ours announced that they 
had booked their next cruise and were off 
to the Caribbean. I told them we were also 
off for a cruise but around Birmingham. Try 
as they may they could not understand the 
attraction of the urban waterways. Nor 
apparently does it appeal to many visiting 
boaters. Having moored overnight in the 
Gas St area most tick Birmingham off the 
list forgetting there are almost 100 miles of 
canal left to see. Despite this there are 
many committed boaters in the area who  
regularly cruise a canal system which used 
to be the main transport artery within the 
industrial heartland and wish to see it used 
a lot more. This is why the Birmingham 
Canal Navigations Society (BCNS) organ-
ise their week long Explorer Cruises each 
year with the express purpose of attracting 
new visitors. 
 

Having cruised along Telford’s new main 
line we joined the exploration in Wolver-
hampton with the company of 13 other 
boats from various parts of the country. 
After an evening of introductions in the 
Great Western pub (a must for ‘Gods 
Wonderful Railway’ enthusiasts) Stuart 
and Marie briefed us on the week’s plan.  
The first day involved cruising the Wyrley 
and Essington canal, initially to Wednes-
field to be greeted by local dignitaries, and 
then onto Sneyd and Birchills. The canal 
follows the contours of the Wolverhampton 
level and is nicknamed the ‘Curly Wyrley’ 
for obvious reasons. It runs through a mix 
of pleasant rural, housing and commercial 
scenery much as you would expect in a 
suburban area and it continually surprised 
us that so much of the old industrial build-
ings and waste areas in particular have  

been cleaned up to be replaced by modern 
buildings and open spaces. We then dropped 
down the locks to spend the night in the new 
Walsall Town basin.  
 

Next there followed a short walk  to view the 
disused Bradley Arm and visit the lock manu-
facturing workshop in Bradley. Once moored 
our walk took us across green open spaces 
where horses graze and locals walk their 
dogs and our guide explained that the area 
was once filled with collieries and foundries 
each with its own canal basin and, as such, 
was typical of the Black Country. Its demise 
came once the coal seam was worked out 
and the surrounding industrial buildings suf-
fered the consequences of the inevitable sub-
sidence that followed. 
 

Our third day continued along the Walsall 
canal a little further until we reached the long 
straight Tame Valley canal where the ‘cut and 
fill’ method employed on the railways took us 
across some  impressive aqueducts and gave 
us extensive views over the surrounding 
countryside while journeying alongside wav-
ing lorry drivers gridlocked on the M6. There 
was a certain irony here. Thereafter we 
climbed the locks of the Rushall canal to finish 
the day at the hospitable Longwood Boat Club 
adjacent to a golf course.  More attractive 
canal scenery ensued as we weaved our way 
past Aldridge and the huge quarry belonging 
to Ibstock Brick to moor up just below the 
enormous Chase Water reservoir which helps 
feeds the system. 
 

Our fifth day started in rain and was, thankful-
ly, just a short cruise to Pelsall via the Tesco 
at Brownhills. The wide open Pelsall Common 
makes a superb mooring and even here there 
is rich buried industrial history 
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where the canal serviced the now 
long gone local collieries and iron 
foundries that fuelled Britain’s 
prosperity right into the 1960’s. 
 
Finally we took the 18 mile home-
ward run making our way once 
again on the Curly Wyrley to  
Tipton. The weekend brought out 
the fishermen and dog walkers, 
many of them amazed to see so 
many boats around. After a night 
out at the pub we attended a  
lecture on the history of the local 
area and went our separate ways 
very much the wiser on an area 
which previously appeared only as 
a disjointed piece of knitting on the 
map.  
 
The plus factors of good guides, 
the company of fellow boaters, 
safe moorings, the kindness of 
local folk and informative guides 
far exceeded any earlier worries  

over safety, graffiti and vandalism. However, a word 

of caution, you may have to lift the weed hatch once 

or twice! – and our thanks to the BCNS, Marie and 

Stuart for the time and effort to make the week such a 

success.    

Cruisers enjoyed a meal at the Pie Factory at 

Tipton 
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We've just completed our circuit of the Warwick Ring, only (apart from the B&F unfortunate-
ly) just touching the BCN. 
  
We looked at Typhoo Basin and considered it a no go for mooring. The only possibility was 
at the beginning of the arm and the bit of towpath seemed too busy for our liking and there 
appeared to be no mooring rings, etc., and the towpath was concreted over so you can't put 
in stakes. Pity, the basin would make a nice place to tie up for that part of the city centre if it 
was developed. So, reluctantly, we went up the Ashted Locks. I say reluctantly as we were 
originally going to go down the Garrison Locks to Spaghetti Junction. I had not been up the 
Ashted Locks before; on a previous occasion a wall had just collapsed and to get to Old 
Turn we had to go down Garrison and then all the way up Aston & Farmers Bridge Locks. I 
have been down Ashted, once, in 1982 when it was a bit more down-at-heel. 
  
However, a pleasant surprise at the top of Ashted Locks. The extensive moorings by the 
University are superb! The best on the BCN, I would say. And no-one else was tied up there. 
It's a quiet towpath, bollards, covered by CCTV and convenient for a few good pubs, particu-
larly the Sacks of Potatoes a few yards from Lister Street Bridge and again, near the city 
centre. 
  
Our group, the Beery Boaters, are canal-loving Real Ale enthusiasts who have been hiring 
boats to cruise the Inland Waterways since 1981, usually twice a year. We do like the BCN 
and have cruised it on very many occasions, including going up the Titford Canal when it 
was the highest navigable bit of canal in the country. 
  
Incidentally in a couple of Boundary Posts ago the Haines Branch was mentioned. Last 
year a few of us walked up Sheepwash Road from Great Bridge to visit the Tamebridge Inn 
and found that it would have once have been canalside, albeit under a different name, no 
doubt. The bridge after which it is called crosses both the Haines Branch (by the pub) and 
the embryo River Tame. Pity that we couldn't have taken our boat and moored outside. The 
pub is well worth a visit, and is in the 2014 and 2015 CAMRA Good Beer Guides as is the 
Sacks of Potatoes). 
  
Oh, and on this last trip we didn't have to visit the weed hatch at all during the whole week!! 
  
Regards, Peter (Jim) Green, Hon. Commodore (unelected), The Beery Boaters. 

Beery Boaters touch on the BCN 

Who are the Beery Boaters/? Well I wondered that when I received this from Peter 
(Jim) Green the other week. “They are a varying group of CAMRA members from 
Dover & other parts who travel the canals & waterways in search of quality ale.”  
Peter (Jim) supplied me with an amazingly comprehensive list of hostelries that  
supply good ale not only around the BCN but on the rest of the system too. If      an-
yone is interested just let me know & I’ll email it to you. Ed. 
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Atlas & Malus 
2015 Proposed programme 

(Subject to alterations) 

 
Paul Smith email: paul.smith879@yahoo.co.uk  

Would like to hear from anyone interested in becoming involved with 
these two working boats on any of their trips. 

 

Easter Holidays - Dof E 5 day residential 

1st - 4th May Droitwich Festival ( providing Atlas  

can be returned to CCT for Open Weekend) 

9th-10th May CCT Open Weekend  

15th-17th May Titford Rally 

23rd-24thMay 24hr Challenge - crew from CCT & BCNS 

27th -31stMay Dof E  5 day residential 

12th-14th June Longwood Boat Club  

28th June Brownhills Canal Festival 

3rd. July  possibly in B.ham City Centre 

10th-12th July Kings NortonFestival 

1st-2nd August Wednesfield Festival 

5th Aug - 2nd Sept. possibly 2 Dof E residentials 

11th-13th Sept BCBF 

19th-20th Sept. Tipton Canal Festival 

27th Sept. Black Country Museum 

17th-18th Sept. Stourbridge Open Weekend  

( poss. Dof eE to Stourbridge ) 

30th-31st Oct Bonfire Rally  poss Dof E 

Claire Bird has taken over from Kate Self as 

the project manager of the boat we knew as 
the Aaron Manby, then SLOW BOAT and 

now the new name for this  year & next is 
Black Country Voyages. It is their  

intention to attend as many events in and 

around the Black Country starting on 11th  

April the day of the BCNS Spring Cruise. They will meet us at the top of 

Smethwick Locks where they are planning a Duck Race involving the local 
community. 

We will hear about their plans in our next copy of Boundary Post. 
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News from Dudley Canal Trust 
 

2014 saw Dudley Canal Trust celebrate its 50
th
  

anniversary with various celebratory events,  
culminating in the Parkhead boating festival in  
September.  Sadly it was also the year that saw the 
passing of our Chairman, Vic Smallshire, and John 
Atkins, Director of our tripping organisation. It was 

a bitter, sweet year indeed for DCT. 
 
Because of these sad departures, a restructure of DCT has taken place to 
ensure business as usual in Dudley.  Alex Parker has taken on the Chair-
manship, whilst Pauline Farnell takes over as Secretary.  Both are holding 
posts until the AGM in April, when these positions, along with the rest of  
committee, will be up for nomination for the next 12 months. 
 
In the meantime the calendar of events and projects for 2015 is taking shape.  
DCT is looking forward to an exciting and busy year ahead, building on the 
hard work and successes of the past five decades, planning for the next 50 
years.  An important part in these plans though is our continued close links 
and working relationships with the wider canal community, BCNS included. 
Alex Parker 
ajparker1792@yahoo.co.uk 

ON THE CUT FOR 5O YEARS  
 

Roy and Jean Dobbs have recently given their boat to their son but don’t think it’s the 
last you have seen of them. They have been BCNS members since very early days. 
Jean sent an account of their 50 years on the canals but it arrived too late for me to 
include it all here so here is a taster & the full account will appear in the next edition. 

  
1964 – We were a young couple with a young child, Lorri  (18 Months 
old)  and not a lot of money, looking for a hobby to keep a family happy, we 
hit upon the idea of a boat. 
Roy did the rounds of the few boatyards that there were in those days and 
came home “I’ve found one”. I went with him to inspect, climbed aboard this 
old wooden cruiser and the steering wheel came off in my hand, it was an 
immediate no! no!  The next best thing we could afford was a 20ft fibre glass 
shell; these were being built at Ashwood Basin on the Staffs. and Worcs.  
Canal under the title of Corsair………… to be continued next time. 
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Paradise Street Wharf, Paradise Street Extension 
& the proposed widening of Broad Street 

Ray Shill 

Gas Street Basin is now a treasured part of the canal network, whose canal side 
features have been transformed over the last twenty years. Yet there have been 
occasions when planners intended to remove this feature. The most serious attempt 
was conducted between 1907 and 1912 when plans were proposed for an extension 
of Paradise Street. 
 

The Corporation Public Works Department had been aware for a considerable time 
for providing increased accommodation from New Street to the western side of the 
city. A route had been contemplated by extending Holliday Street by a new street to 
Five Ways. Such a route was handicapped by the Worcester & Birmingham Canal 
Aqueduct. Attempts to widen the lower part Broad Street had also failed as this was 
restricted by buildings surrounding Baskerville Basin. 

Proposal (1) – a direct route from Paradise Street to Broad Street and Gas Street 

A new proposal was put to the Public Works Committee in April 1907 where a new 
road was to pass through the Old Wharf to the wider part of Broad Street beyond 
the junction with Gas Street. Negotiations were entered into with the Birmingham 
Canal Navigations for the canal company to give up 6 acres 1 rood and 21 perches  
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of land. The Old Wharf still remained busy with coal boats and an alternative location 
for this trade was sought using land belonging to King Edwards Grammar School and 
Birmingham Corporation also entered into negotiations for land whose lease would 
expire on Ladyday 1909. 
 

The Corporation intended to acquire and convey to the BCN 4 acres 2 roods and 4 
perches of land at the Crescent and the new wharf would be constructed partly on 
this land and part on land belonging to the BCN. New offices would be built at the 
Crescent to replace the Old Wharf Offices that had to be demolished to make way for 
the new road. 
 

Birmingham Corporation was also to pay £45,000, the value of the 1 acre, 1 rood and 
5 perches of land at the Crescent, owned by the canal company, as compensation for 
disturbance for the canal company and their tenants. 
 

The new road was to be 66 feet wide and 470 yards long. Planned works included a 
bridge over the canal at Worcester Bar and most of the road was to be built as a via-
duct for the greater portion of its length. A budget of £115,000 was allowed for the 
work, which included land purchase and excavation of the new basin at the Crescent. 
 

Councillors heard that leases of  land at Broad Street would  become available in 
1920 so an alternative scheme was considered. In the meantime it was decided to 
enter into negotiations with the land owner for acquisition in 1920. This land was es-
sentially bounded by Easy Row, Attwoods Passage and Baskerville passage and in-
cluded Baskerville Basin, this alternative rendered any new street redundant as the 
lower end of Broad Street could be widened. 

Proposal (2) – a shorter route from Paradise Street to Broad Street- as suggested by Cllr Davis 
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Despite this decision, the Public Works Committee remained resolute that Paradise 
Street should be extended and this was confirmed at their meeting, July 16th, 1907, 
yet the approval of Parliament and the main council were required for the necessary 
funds being made available.  The Public Works plan was presented to the main 
meeting of the Council and their proposal (option 1) was rejected by a large majority. 
Councillor Davis then suggested an alternative route for future consideration, should 
the scheme be reconsidered. 
 

With both options the new road would lead to the demolition of the BCN offices and 
the potential for the road scheme being resurrected may have been a factor in a later 
BCN committee decision. They decided to make new arrangements for the Old 
Wharf, demolishing the offices and transferring to new premises. The site was then 
redeveloped for building purposes, whist the coal wharf remained in use. 
 

At the meeting of the Public Works Committee November 28
th
, 1912, fresh negotia-

tions were made with the owners of the Easy Hill estate that would enable the widen-
ing of the lower part of Broad Street.     

As transport modes changed and more internal combustion powered lorries be-
came available to coal merchants and factors, the coal trade at Paradise Street 
Wharf declined and eventually the wharves were closed. Meanwhile Broad Street 
was widened and Baskeville Basin filled in.  

The BCN Offices were demolished 
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Moving a bridge by boat 60 years ago 

While chatting to Fred and Sadie Heritage at the Titford Rally in May last year 
they were keen to tell me about a bridge that was moved from the Old Main Line 
at the junction with Lord Ward’s Arm to further along the canal near the junction 
with the Titford Canal. Fred was part of the gang of workers who moved this 
bridge and he explains here with Sadie’s help how it was done. 

This map from Chester-Brown's 
book 'The Other Sixty Miles' page 
19 shows the location of the bridge 
before it was moved, after the Lord 
Ward's Branch was closed to the 
main line to Oldbury. The bridge 
was over the main line, to enable 
horse traffic and was then surplus 
to requirements.  
 

This was the method used to move the bridge: 
 

Two boats were tied together and baulks of wood laid across. Fred was 17 or 
18 at the time and at first didn’t believe it could be done! The bridges were on 
brick abutments with obviously ramps for the horses. The bridge was raised 
with boat raising jacks and packing, manhandled onto the boats and both 
slowly pulled by tug until Brades Narrows.  

It was all done by 
man power using 
boat lifting jacks 
and crowbars. It 
took a long time 
and a lot of men. 
The reverse was 
done once at Clay-
tons with the brick-
work disturbed as 
little as possible 
and made good 
once in position. 

Bill Kings photos thanks to Ruth Collins (daughter) permission  to print. 
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Fred and I had a very interesting visit to Ellesmere Port as Fred's family used to go there 
often with FMC boats, and later to Stanlow refinery with Claytons.  He has a great 
knowledge of how it used to be, where all the buildings and arms went and where and 
how boats were loaded. Brilliant!  

H. Theobalds Collection featured in  
Alan Faulkners book “Claytons of Oldbury” 

Bill King lockkeeper 
lived near Brades 
Locks so came to see 
how things were  
going. 
 

The photo here shows 
Bill King pretending to 
pull the two boats, he 
just did this for fun to 
get the photographs, 
the boats were pulled 
by a tug.  

The drawing below shows how it got through the narrows. 

The original 
bridge can be seen 
on page 15 of Alan 
Faulkner's book 
'Claytons of  
Oldbury. It is the 
metal lattice bridge 
in the back ground. 
See below This was 
all changed when 
the motorway was  

built and the canal was 
moved and the concrete 
bridge replaced this bridge.  
 
Added note from Sadie: 
Fred knew Bill King and has 
often spoken of the amazing 
collection of photographs he 
had on the walls of the Toll 
Office at Tividale. He is 
pleased that they haven't 
got 'lost'. They shared an 
interest in canal history and 
Bill often showed Fred 
some of his collection when 
he was that way. 
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Trapmaker’s Bridge  
on the Wyrley & Essington Canal 

If you have travelled along the W&E Canal over the past few years you will have gone 
under a relatively new foot bridge given the name Trapmaker’s Bridge. Built on the 
site of the demolished Barn Bridge at a cost of £2m. 
The Trap maker’s bridge was a regeneration project part funded by the European 
Regional Development Fund. The project was overseen by Wolverhampton City 
Councils Culture and Leisure services and British Waterways and construction was 
carried out by Halcrow Group. The name interested me and so I thought I’d find the 
reason behind such a name and discovered this information. 

Trap Making in Wednesfield 
 
The Wednesfield area of Wolverhampton was 
renowned as the British centre for trap making 
during the Victorian era. 
Traps of all sizes and designs were exported in 
huge numbers from Wolverhampton to the 
Asian Continent, North America (to supply the 
fur trade), India, Africa and Australia to help 
control the animal populations there. 
 

As well as producing traps for smaller animals 
like rabbits, dogs, cats, beavers, muskrat and 
otter, traps were also made to catch large ani-
mals like wolves, bears, kangaroos, lions, ti-
gers and other large cats and birds such as 
hawks, owls, herons and even tits.  

At the Midland counties Trades 
and Industrial Exhibition held in 
Birmingham in 1892, James Rob-
erts, one of the larger trap mak-
ers, was advertising 27 different 
traps ranging in weight from ¼ 
ounce to 140 pounds. 
 

Handmade 
In the early half of the 1800s 
traps were made by hand with 
each trap made by the same per-
son from start to finish.  Later on 
presses were used to cut the 
metal into the various shapes 
needed to make the final 
trap.  Initially these presses were 
hand operated but were later driv-
en by steam then gas engines 
and finally electric motors. 
 

Traps no longer required 
Trap making declined dramatical-
ly in the second half of the 20th 
century, partly due to the intro-
duction of myxomatosis into Brit-
ain in 1953 which killed an esti-
mated 95% of the rabbit popula-
tion and partly due to the intro-
duction of legislation banning gin 
traps.  
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For many waterways friends, memories of 
Bob Broomhall will have been associated 
with Raffle Tickets and Duck races.  His  
enthusiastic (and generally irresistible) sales 
techniques have raised countless vital funds 
for the BCNS, CCT and others.  
 

Behind the scenes Bob was if anything even 
more active.  His various skills learned over 
years in the construction and engineering 
industries were employed in so many areas.  
Those with longer memories will recall his 
efforts on behalf of the fledgling community 
that became Hockley Port and the much 
missed Birmingham Boating Festival in the 
1980’s.  For more than thirty years, and de-
spite his growing business interests, Bob was 
so often the “go to” man for odd jobs that 
needed to be done – quickly and without fuss 
and often before anyone else had noticed the 
work was needed. There are so many leg-
endary tales (some repeatable!) of the mys-
terious labours of Bob and his close friend 
Barrie who made sure everything came to-
gether when needed.   
 

Any attempt to congratulate or praise him 
would be met with the response – “not bad 
for a thick Brummie builder”.  His successful 
creation of a building and property company 
were equally dismissed as just part of his life. 
 

Away from the waterways Bob was a great 
family man and much loved by his many  
relatives and valued friends.  In between his 
professional commitments he spent many 
hours modifying and improving his beautiful 
cottage home shared with his lifelong love, 
Joan. There was also the mutual admiration 
between him and his various dogs who were 
such an important part of his life.  Whether 
boating or caravanning, another great love in 
his life, the dogs were to be seen happily 
trotting after Bob wherever he went. 
 

So many people have been affected by en-
countering Bob and he has left a huge hole in 
so many lives and hearts. 

A Tribute to a Member & Dear Friend Bob 

Message from Joan 
I would like to thank everyone for their 
cards, kind messages and support after my 
sad loss of Bob and also for the generous  
donations made to Cancer Research UK 
and the BCN Society in his memory. 
 

I always knew that Bob was very special but 
never realised that so many people thought 
the same. 
 

Your support and love helped me to get 
through a difficult day and I hope that  
everyone was able to take away their own 
happy memories of Bob.  

Bob with Trixie at last years Allen Boat 

Register Social at Titford Pump House. 

Photo B.M Ward 
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The Titford Family 1547 – 1947: Come 
Wind, Come weather,  by John Titford, 239 
pages, 65 b&w illustrations, 1989, pubs by 
Phillimore & Co, Ltd, Shopwyke Hall, Chich-
ester, Sussex, ISBN 0 85033 681 3, availa-
ble/Amazon Books co.uk 
 

Contrary to expectations this book has no 
relevance to any Black Country place or 
family. Nevertheless it has proved to be an 
amazing chronology of a single family over 
400 years. The author has succeeded in 
telling a story that never loses its way or 
fails to hold the interest of the reader. The 
name Titford appears 45 times in the list of 
subscribers showing that the family has sur-
vived in no small way. This is just an ordi-
nary everyday family that acquired no titles, 
great riches or renown. They moved with the 
times from an agrarian lifestyle to cottage 
industry and on to paid employment as new 
opportunities arose. They moved around 
from countryside to market town to the capi-
tal city. They took on all the obligations of 
their communities as churchwardens, jury-
men and office holders. With this well re-
searched book John Titford shows  how an 
ordinary family coped with the ups and 
downs of life, never rising to the top and 
frequently bumping along the bottom, but 
managing to survive. He is to be congratu-
lated on a remarkable piece of work.  

Winson Green to Brookfield: Through 
Time,  by Ted Rudge, 95 pages,  45 colour, 
45 b&w illustrations, 2009, 
Amberley Publishing, Stroud,  ISBN 978 1 
84868 152 3 £12.99, available local 
bookshops, or www. Amberley-books.com 
 

In his Foreword Carl Chinn provides a back-
ground to the emergence of Winson Green 
as a district on the outskirts of Birmingham. 
Once part of Birmingham Heath it  
experienced the huge population growth that     
followed industrialisation and had, by the mid 
1850’s, brought a great demand for working 
class housing. With its canals, railways and 
factories it provided a suitable location for 
speculative builders to erect streets of  
terraces along with the shops, pubs, church-
es, and hospitals that go to make up a          
community, not forgetting the most famous, 
or infamous, the prison. 
The Council had the foresight to arrange a 
photographic record of what was swept away 
in the slum clearances of the 1950’s and on 
every page it is these images that compare 
with today’s view.  In some the changes are 
more profound, with the past transformed, 
though never quite obliterated, by grass and 
trees. Some of the better built terraces     
remain and are still recognisable, though the 
neighbourhood shops, with their window 
blinds that we see on so many pages, are 
gone. Page 50 shows the clock erected in 
1907 in honour of Joseph Chamberlain; it still 
has pride of place a hundred years later  
recognising the man who did so much for the 
city. 
A complete history of the area, its develop-
ment and industrialisation, would be  
something to look forward to. Ted Rudge has 
aroused our interest and with his local  
knowledge would be just the one to tell this 

story. 



23 

 Boundary Post                     Winter 2015                                 Edition 207      

Exploring the Forgotten Corners of the BCN 
By Andy Tidy 

9. Oldbury Loop 

Andy Tidy seeks out the lost route of the  
Oldbury Loop, a 3.5 mile walk which circles 
the town. 
 

I have something of a passion for the lost 
loops of the Old Main Line. For the most part 
the loops were created as a by product when 
the New Main Line was built, but the Oldbury 
Loop is different, established in 1820 / 1821 as 
part of an early shortening exercise which left 
the loop in place servicing local industry along 
its banks. The loop itself was about 2.5 miles 
long and continued to carry traffic until well 
into the 1950's. 
 

It had its southern entrance opposite what was 
Allens Boatyard near Whimsy Bridge, now a 
mere shadow of its earlier self with just one 
short stub remaining of  several fingers of  
water which used to exist. Not that there is a 
lot to see of the junction with the original  
roving bridge first dropped to a platform a few 
inches over the water and now only 
just discernible as an indentation in the tow-
path.  

The canal was in water as far as what is now 
the Oldbury Ringway till the 1980's, at which  
time the old railway and its bridge was  
replaced by the new road. Today the route is 
covered by an access road to the rear of a 
Mecca Bingo Hall. From here the canal 
crossed The Ringway skirting by Judge 
Close where a road sign reassuring  
proclaims "Canal Street".  
 

The Birmingham Street crossing represents 
something of a challenge. As far as I can tell 
the old canal bridge still exists but I would 
need an excavator to prove the point.  
Reference to Richard Chester-Browne's The 
Other 60 Miles indicates that the bridge and 
the buildings it carried were visible in the 
1970's. The canal went under the road at the 
point the buildings are at their thinnest and 
when viewed from Judge Close, a canal 
width gap exists to the rear of the buildings. 
 

When explored on foot there is a very distinct 
hump in the road, suggesting a canal bridge, 
and opposite a footpath descends behind 

some newish sheltered  
housing, tracking the old  
towpath. The northern portal 
must now exist behind the 
garage of the housing with the 
canal track continuing north 
beneath the new Health  
Centre and adjoining Primary 
School. 
 

Undertaking this sort of field 
work does carry its risks.  
Fortunately my wanderings 
were conducted at 9.00am on 
a Saturday morning, but  
Mooching around a school 



24 

  Boundary Post                     Winter 2015                         Edition 207 

with a camera isn't generally very 
advisable and I was glad that I 
wasn't picked up for some sort of 
illicit or undesirable activity. That 
said, a delivery driver saw me 
marching round in purposeful but  
erratic circles and asked me if I 
was lost. He seemed genuinely 
interested in my quest for a canal 
which was filled in 60 years ago, 
and suggested that I may find 
some remains neat Sandwell 
Council's offices to the north of 
the town. 

I skirted round the school playing fields and 
managed to pick up the line of the canal just 
beyond New Meeting Street, an area occupied 
by modern housing. The line of the canal has 
been left as public open space and I laughed 
out loud when I approached Bromford Road. 
The canal may have gone but the bricked up 
arch stands clear and proud, probably the 
best built remains on the 2.5 mile waterway. 
 
Beyond Bromford Road the canal bed can be 
found in an overgrown stand of trees (behind 
the fence marked "Dangerous - no access"). 
It's course then either tracks beside or lies 
under the Oldbury Ringway, but the wide bit of 
open ground to the north of the road and the 
off-set location of the footbridge support  

(probably on the site of Cockscroft Bridge) 
gives credence to the canal route being to 
one side of the road. Certainly the 92 year 
old gentleman and long time local resident I 
stopped seemed to think that is where it 
used to lie. 
 

For the remainder the course is a  
matter of conjecture. The line appears to 
track just to the north of Newfield Road, 
running behind an electricity pylon, behind 
the loading bays of the new retail outlets, 
and in the grounds of a now abandoned 
factory. The site was closed at the time of 
my visit but reference to Google Earth  
reveals a very short length of canal as it 
approaches the New Main Line, and still in 
water being used as a cooling pond. 

The northern exit to the Old Main Line 
is even more obscure that it’s fellow to 
the south. There is no trace of a roving 
bridge and the only clue as to its 
whereabouts is a gap in the bull nose 
engineering bricks which edge the 
towpath, replaced by a rather crude 
stretch of concrete. 
 

To be honest, I never expected to find 
a lot of remains here but in the end the 
route more than justified two hours of 
my time and a soaking when the heav-
ens opened on an ill prepared canal 
historian.  
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Lapal Canal receives £5,000 Grant 
Report from Lapal Canal Trust 

The Lapal Canal Trust has been awarded a grant of £5,000 from the Headley 
Trust, which will be used to fund the cost of Planning Permission for the next 
stage of restoration in Selly Oak Park. 
 

The Lapal Trust hopes to have IWA’s Waterways Recovery Group working on site 

next summer once planning permission is in place. 
 

The Lapal Canal forms part of the Dudley No 2 Canal opened in 1798, this was 

mainly to carry coal from Dudley to London. The link was closed in 1917  

following the collapse of the Lapal Tunnel and competition from the railways.  

The Lapal Canal when 
reopened will be a  
significant tourist  

attraction and complete 

what will be a popular 
circular route around  
Birmingham, restoration 
will create many jobs and 
will be an important 
amenity for walkers,  
cyclists, fishermen and 
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Welcome  
New  

From our Membership Secre-

tary,  

Alan Veness 

He would like to welcome the  

following new members and 

hope they will join us in the 

Robin Brown   -   Hengoed 
Allan & Christine Richards   -   Kenilworth 
Christopher Turton   -   Edinburgh 
John & Jenny Jackson   -   Narrowboat Roach 
 

Current membership figures: 
514 Memberships, which includes 6 Corporate and  

814 people in joint or individual membership. 

 
Hi Brenda, 
Great latest issue of BP. Andy's article makes good read-
ing but I think he has made a mistake. The Neachells 
branch remains as described seem to be wrong. 
I believe he followed the remains of Waddens Brook 

which has a public footpath roughly along its route but is east of the old canal. 
 

The junction of the Neachells branch was discernible in the days of the Bentley being 
extant but is now buried beneath the southern edge of Tata's steel stockholding park. 
The arm ran arrow straight passing under the ex Midland railway (now completely 
obliterated, lowered and is the road "Steelpark way") up to Watery Lane, today that 
stretch has no remains, it is obliterated by the road and then filled in with Edward 
Howells galvanising factory and yard covering the remains. At Watery lane there was 
a short basin (Howells car park) but the bridge here was not removed and is still partly 
extant (a hump in the road with no discernible reason!) but is heavily under filled, 
viewed from the factory estate yard which is at the old canal level it is easy to see it 
was a bridge, from here it curved right through the industrial estate terminating before 
Neachells lane in what today is the Mercedes truck dealership premises. 
Laurence Hogg 
 

Andy’s reply: 
Brenda 
At the time I looked at this branch there was much debate as to the exact position of 
the junction and with so few visible landmarks to work from I am not surprised that I 
was a little off line! If it isn’t railway beds its drainage channels....I love the photo, a 
mouth watering image of canal dereliction.  
The Bentley is a challenging route and as I recall I explored it before I discovered the 
Godfrey Edition OS maps which offer a fighting chance of establishing the exact 
routes.  Laurence - to get my account straight on my blog can I enter your description 
into the text and also use the photo? Try this: http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/ 

Letters  

to the  

Editor 
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As a newcomer to the Society, I recently received my first 
copy of the publication 'Boundary Post'.  Imagine my  
interest when I reached Andy Tidy's 'Exploring the  
Forgotten corners of the BCN'.  Why?  Well, as a boy, I 
lived near to the remnants of the Bentley Canal.  As a child 
and as a young adult, I explored almost all of the route that 

Andy Tidy described.  However, the section that I was most familiar with was be-
tween the Weldless factory and Fibbersley, as it formed part of our 'playground' - 
the Blue Fly.   
 

This summer I returned to the area (I live in Edinburgh) and revisited the site,  
taking a few photographs, too.  The two 
I've selected (only room for one Chris - 
sorry) show the section mentioned above 
(i.e. between what was the Weldless  
factory and Fibbersley).  The canal's  
existence can be inferred from the  
appearance of the area.  In the 1980s, 
part (and only part) of this stretch held 
water whereas everything else - as far as I 
recall - was already drained.   I think that 
this was somehow related to culverting 
but not to the culverting of Waddens 
Brook, which seems to be a bit further west towards Wednesfield.  Can anyone in 
the BCNS clarify why this short - very short -section survived just that little bit long-
er than the rest?  This was the first clue for my childish brain that there had been a 
'proper' canal there once and that's what triggered the interest that  
eventually led me to the BCNS and to 'Boundary Post' many, many years later! 
Regards Chris Turton 

 

Letters  

to the  

Editor 

Explorer Cruise  

Thank You from T&M Ellis! 
 

We recently went on the first Explorer Cruise followed by attending the Titford Rally.  At 
the rally we were delighted that Stuart and Marie were awarded the President’s Trophy. 
We were very impressed by the whole cruise. The organisation and preparation were first 
class, the places we visited were very pleasant and interesting, and really a credit to the 
Society.  
We found the majority of the BCN much more rural and inviting than we had expected, 
and as a result may well visit some of these areas again. The Walsall Canal was a bit 
dirty, but we have seen worse, I am sure it is capable of being much improved if for  
example CRT get some local volunteers.We were made welcome by all the members of 
the BCNS, and enjoyed the whole time with you. 
Thank you and the Society for a great week. 
Best wishes Ted and Margaret Ellis NB Goldberry 
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Work Party  
Report 
by Mike Rolfe 

October 25th 
Crow and Phoenix were picked up from 
the Pumphouse, taken down the locks and 
along to the Engine Arm for our pre-
Bonfire Clean up. Both boats were already 
loaded with pallets, thanks to several 
members who gave their time in the week 
to collect wood.  
  

The main job done at the site was, as usu-
al, weeding the paths and car park. Three 
more truck loads of pallets were also un-
loaded and stacked ready for the following 
weekend.  
  

Phoenix now looks quite impressive in it's 
new coat of paint with sign writing com-
pleted! 
  

October 30th to November 2nd 
Our 23rd Annual Bonfire Rally. Many 
members were present here, with all the 
usual jobs being carried out. This included 
erecting tents and marquees, putting up 
lights and P.A. equipment, loading and  

unloading pallets in to Crow and Phoenix, 
and of course building the bonfire on the  
Saturday. Also, thank you to all who helped 
run our catering outlets over the weekend.  
A very important job!  
  
Sunday morning was slightly damp as we 
dismantled everything and packed it way, 
later transporting it all back to the  
Pumphouse with the BCNS truck and trailers. 
 

This Bonfire Rally was the very last to be 
organised by Barrie Johnson, his 23rd in a 
row, quite a feat I think. Thank you Barrie.  
 

November 8th 
Eight members were present for this Work 
party, including a new volunteer, Mike An-
drews, who has recently walked all of the 
BCN. 
 

The main job after the rally is as always,  
collecting the nails from the bonfire site and 
loading them on to the truck ready for a visit 
to the scrapyard. A few shopping trollies and 
a bike were also retrieved from around the 
locks.  
  
This Work party was carried out in constant 
heavy rain, but spirits remained high and a 
pint was in order when Crow and Phoenix 
arrived back at the  
Pumphouse later in the day.  

 December 13th 
This Work party was held at 
the Pumphouse and involved 
some maintenance on the car-
avan and trailers, and a gen-
eral tidy up of the compound, 
car park and container. Tyres 
were pumped up, boats were 
bailed out and Phoenix was 
given a run to Uncle Bens 
bridge and back.  
  
Thanks again to all those 
members who have helped on 

Work parties and Rallies in 
2014.  Phoenix freshly painted thanks to a generous Society member. 
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Future Work Parties 
 
January 17th - To be confirmed. Please ring for details.  
  
February 14th - To be confirmed 
  
March 21st/22nd - Paint Crow on the dock at Hawne Basin.  
  
April 18th/19th - BCN Clean up. Based around Smethwick locks and Junction.  

Eileen & Barrie’s Tribute to Bob & Geoff 
 

Eileen felt she wanted to express her thoughts about the great loss she and Barrie had suffered and of 

the exceptional friendship they had with Bob Broomhall and how terribly they will miss him. 

 

September 2014 was not a nice month for us. September 1st Geoff Peakman died September 24th Bob 

Broomhall died and September 27th my Mum died. I cannot remember ever feeling so sad.  

 

Barrie had been friends with Bob for 43 years first through work and then with boating. Bob was just a 

lovely man, a very good friend and a good mate who would always 

help you out. We go back a good many years to Hockley Port 

where we did our early days of fund raising.  Bob would put to-

gether a stall and Joan and I would stand with the tombola trying to 

raise money for the children of the area and Bob and Barrie would 

take them to the cinema or go for a ride on the trip boat Athene. 

Bob also was a good friend to the BCN Society serving on the 

committee and helping at the rallies working hard putting up the 

marquee and stalls then helping to take them down again. His most 

famous role in later years was selling raffle tickets and Duck Race 

tickets I don't think there is a boater any where who has not bought a ticket from Bob, but I shall miss 

him most of all at home because he will no longer come walking in the door on the off chance that you 

would be at home and he would say have you got the kettle on " Johns " let's have a cup of tea and 

Trixie would be by his side and come to play with Tilley, he loved to see the two dogs together playing. 

We have lost a good friend and he has left a space we will never fill. 

 

We also lost a very good friend in Geoff Peakman we go back 30 years when we met at the Allen Boat 

Yard our children and Alison used to play together and Geoff and Barrie would be working on their 

boats. We would always meet at local boat rallies. Geoff joined the committee of the BCNS as social 

secretary and organised lots of good speakers for the monthly meetings and he would also organise the 

tickets for the Christmas quiz and every month Geoff and Barbara would make the tea at the interval of 

the meetings. He was a good friend and would love to stop for a chat or help you out if need be.  These 

people will be missed and we cannot replace them but we do have lots of very happy memories and no 

one can take those away from us.  God Bless them both. 
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The opinions and views expressed in Boundary Post are not necessarily the views of either the Society or its Officials. 

The BCN Society, a Company Limited by Guarantee, is a registered charity (1091760) first formed in 1968, which exists to conserve, improve 

and encourage a wide range of interests in the 100 mile network of Birmingham & Black Country waterways known as the Birmingham Canal 

Navigations. Boundary Post is the journal of the BCNS and is issued quarterly. Readers are invited to submit items of news, general or histori-

cal interest to:  

The Editor, Brenda Ward. 9 Wylde Green Road, Sutton Coldfield B72 1HB  

tel: 0121 355 6351 email: boundarypost@googlemail.com 

BCNS Social Meetings  
are held on the first Thursday in the month start at 7-30pm 

Titford Pumphouse Engine Street Oldbury B69 4NL 
All Welcome! 

 

February 5th - Keith Eley - A History Lesson?  
 

March 5th - Brian Dakin - From the Coal’ole - A journey through 

Black Country Life in story & song by Billy Spakemon 
 

April 2nd - Chris Allen - Pumping Engines 

April 17th/19th – BCN Clean Up  
contact -  cbmorgan@sky.com 

Details to follow by email 
Are you on the BCNS email list? 

Saturday April 11th  
BCNS - Spring Cruise  from Birmingham 

contact -  boundarypost@gmail.com 

May 8th to 15th – BCNS Explorer Cruise 
contact Stuart Sherratt  

bcns.explorercruise@gmail.com 

May 15th to 17th  
BCNS Summer Boat Gathering Titford 
contact  barryjohnson7@tiscali.co.uk 

May 23rd to 24th  
BCN 24 Hour Challenge 

Contact: bcnschallenge@gmail.com  
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