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A project to restore the disused Lichfield Canal has been given a boost with 
the award of a £336,000 grant for work on its Heritage Towpath Trail. 

The grant means that the section of the Trail from The Boat Inn on Walsall 
Road to Barracks Lane just west of the aqueduct over the M6 Toll Road near 

Brownhills will be open to the public for the first time since the canal was 
abandoned in the 1950s. 

Volunteers are now working on this site and a boundary post was uncovered! 

A lost part of the BCN gets closer to being linked up to the 
rest of the Wyrley & Essington Canal. 

Photo shows Aqueduct over M6 Toll Road. B.M.Ward 
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The opinions and views expressed in Boundary Post are not necessarily the views of either the Society or its Officials. 

The BCN Society, a Company Limited by Guarantee, is a registered charity (1091760) first formed in 1968, which exists to conserve, improve 
and encourage a wide range of interests in the 100 mile network of Birmingham & Black Country waterways known as the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations. Boundary Post is the journal of the BCNS and is issued quarterly. Readers are invited to submit items of news, general or histori-

cal interest to:  
The Editor, Brenda Ward. 9 Wylde Green Road, Sutton Coldfield B72 1HB  

tel: 0121 355 6351 email: boundarypost@googlemail.com 

BCNS Social Meetings  
are held on the first Thursday in the month start at 7-30pm 

Titford Pumphouse Engine Street Oldbury B69 4NL 
All Welcome! 

 

May 7th - Luke Perry 
Chain making and iron artworks in the Black Country 
 

June - no meeting 
 

July - no meeting 
 

August 6th - Walk with Ray Shill details in next edition 
& on the web site 

April 17th/19th – BCN Clean Up  
contact -  cbmorgan@sky.com 

Details to follow by email 
Are you on the BCNS email list? 

May 8th to 15th – BCNS Explorer Cruise 
Fully booked - Cancellations only 
bcns.explorercruise@gmail.com 

May 15th to 17th  
BCNS Summer Boat Gathering Titford 
contact  barryjohnson7@tiscali.co.uk 

May 23rd to 24th  
BCN 24 Hour Challenge 

Contact: bcnschallenge@gmail.com  
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This time we celebrate 50 years boating by 
Jean & Roy Dobbs. An amazing couple who 
have certainly made their mark on the BCN 
& the canal system in general and we have 
a lot to thank them for. They make you 
realise that working & having children does 
not stop you from travelling around the 
canals & becoming involved in their  
support. Not done by many younger people 
these days - shame. 
 
Introducing the Photo Quiz last time has 
brought in several good responses. There is 
no room for one this time but maybe next. 
Do send in a suitable photo as it makes 
such a change to have a different members 
involvement in this. 
 
Ray Shill has researched an area that we 
are all familiar with and I found it  
interesting to imagine Birmingham when 
the canal was first built. I look forward to 
part 2 in next edition. 
 
NB Grinstead makes an interesting read. I 
must say I was curious when Keith Astley 
first contacted me saying he was interested 
in having a boat built just like Phoenix to 
have as his leisure boat. Phoenix is the  
Society’s work boat & serves its purpose 
well but as a boat to go cruising in….. well! 
Keith & his wife, Gill, are very pleased with 
the result. I have yet to see it and hope NB 
Grinstead will be about the BCN and we can 
all take a look. 
 
See you at the Titford Rally on 16th & 
17th May. Barry has taken many  
bookings already. Get an entry form 
from him or on the web site. 

Brenda 

 

Next Boundary 
Post 

 
Editor welcomes 

any interesting and  
relevant information relating to 
the BCN in the form of news 

items, photographs, letters, notes 
or articles to be sent by  

June 1st 
 

Email: boundarypost@gmail.com 
Address: 9 Wylde Green Road, 

Sutton Coldfield B72 1HB 

mailto:boundarypost@googlemail.com
mailto:cbmorgan@sky.com
mailto:bcns.explorercruise@gmail.com
mailto:barryjohnson7@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:bcnschallenge@gmail.com
mailto:boundarypost@gmail.com
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Chairman’s  
Notes 

Look round at our society meetings, 
and you see that the vast majority of us 
have retired.  Looking at the Council, 
the same applies.  We are not unique 
in this – it affects every other canal  
society and a lot of non canal societies 
that I know. 
Is this a problem for us? I’m not quite 
sure.  Looked at one way, there is no 
problem.  Our membership is roughly 
stable, increasing very slightly over the 
last five or ten years – so our losses 
have been offset by new joiners.  This 
gives the impression that the situation 
is sustainable. 
But there is another view.  We have 
“drawn our horns in” a bit recently, with 
the decision to have our rallies at  
Titford rather than alternating Titford 
and Pelsall, because the scale of  
Pelsall put a huge load on a few  
people.  (Particularly the amazing Bob 
Broomhall / Barrie Johnson team) 
We have an increasing problem moving 
the society trailers around, because of 
the rules governing the driving of  
trailers after the age of 70. 
So what do we do about it?  How do 
we attract younger people to the canals 
in general, and the BCN Society in  
particular? 
Looking at old photographs, the age of 
our membership has increased  
markedly.  (Quite possibly because the 
same people are forty years older?) 
Why have we fewer young people 
now?  

 I think it may be because many of 
them simply do not know the  
canals exist, and if they do, there is 
not “a big thing” for them to do.  I was 
certainly not interested in coming to 
talks when I was a teenager – I spent 
more than enough time at school  
listening to adults telling me things.   I 
wanted to do something. 
If we can develop Titford Project then 
we have the possibility of a continuing 
scheme, that can involve and “upskill” 
young people, as well as improve our 
local area. We are developing ideas, 
but only time will tell if we are heading 
in the right direction. 
Work done with Atlas & Malus with 
the Duke of Edinburgh award, and the 
“The Challenge” are a start.   
http://www.the-challenge.org  But we 
need more.  We need to step back 
and ensure that we have a coherent  
programme, for looking at The  
Challenge website I get the  
impression that we should build more 
skills development into our  
programme. There are many skills 
around the canal that we must pass 
on. 
All suggestions welcome – buttonhole 
me at a meeting, or email me. 

Titford Canal work party 1973 
Photo: Darryl Foxwell 
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Advertisement taken from a copy of a 1930s handbook for the Grand Union Canal. 

Stanley Holland  
14th February 1922 – 6th March 2015 

 
Stanley Holland was well known by many 
who visited shows, restorations or just 
happened upon him while exploring parts 
of the canal system. Stanley was born in 
Bournville and he spent most of the rest 
of his life in this area. 

His first job was as a clerk in the British 
Engine Boiler and Electrical Insurance 
Company but Stanley spent most of his 
working life in social work and education. 
Stanley was a Quaker but wished to be 
involved in WW2 so he enrolled in the 
Friends’ Ambulance Service. It was in 
Egypt in 1944 that Stanley met and mar-
ried Rosemary, staying together for 66 
years until her death in 2010. 
Stanley’s canal interest started in the early 
70s, later they both became involved with 
restoring the Droitwich Canal. When boat-
ing became a strain they changed to a 
campervan but continued to follow canals. 
In fact Stanley & Rosemary travelled to 
and on many canals in as many countries 
collecting memorabilia and writing for 
magazines. 
Stanley was a lovely man described by 
many as a “true gentleman” who lived a 
good life and to quote Stanley “Life is a 
great adventure and mine has certainly 
been a very varied and rewarding one.” 

Stanley as he looked when he gave a talk to 
BCNS. As a keen collector he can be seen 
here in a Manchester Ship Canal uniform. 

http://www.the-challenge.org
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Work Party  
Report 
by Mike Rolfe 

January 17th.The first job on this Work 
party saw us removing a sofa from the Tat 
Bank branch which had drifted down the canal 
from Langley, and this involved a fair amount 
of thinking and struggling to remove it from the 
water. It was then dragged to the skip and 
heaved in.  
  
Phoenix was then taken on a cruise to the 
Pools, breaking a little ice on the way. Both the 
Pools were visited, followed by a quick run 
under the motorway viaduct. On our return 
cruise, various things were pulled from the 
cut, including a deflated dingy, a builder's 
barrow and one or two trolleys. 
Bridge  holes were also checked and over 
hanging branches cut back from the off 
side.  
  
We returned to the Pumphouse for unload-
ing and went for a drink in Oldbury. Thanks 
this time to Jeff, Stuart, Phil, John & Paul.  

February 14th. Eight members took part in 
this Work party, based on the Titford canal 
again. Our first job of the day was to remove 
the old wooden floor from Crow, ready for its 
docking at Hawne Basin the following month. 
Also removed were several inches of mud 
which lay beneath, accumulated over several 
years I would imagine.  
  
This was followed by another visit to the Pools, 
this time to remove a fallen tree which was 
blocking the entrance in to the larger pool. All 
the usual rubbish was taken out of the Cut on 
our return to the Pumphouse, the metal for 
weighing in and the rest for the skip.  
  
Future Work parties.  
March 21st to 24th. Clean and paint 
Crow on the dock at Hawne Basin.  
  
April 18th/19th. BCN Clean up. 
Based around Smethwick this year.  
  
May 2nd. Pre-Rally Clean up at the  
Titford Pumphouse 

A close up of the 
item that was 
pulled out of the 
canal close to 
Langley Maltings. 
 
It’s a Malt Barrow 
When the barley 
arrives at the 
malting plant, it is 
placed in tanks of  
water to steep. 

This malt barrow would have been used to 
carry the wet grain to the malting, or 
‘germination’, floor, where it was laid out to 
sprout. 
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Atlas & Malus Report 
With Malus spending the winter at Titford the focus for 
maintenance has been on Atlas. In late January she 
was taken out of the water at Hawne basin for work to 
begin. Tony was tasked with the repairs and did a  
superb job, thank you.  

The wooden gunwales were cut out and replaced with steel as was the cratch 
beam on the fore deck. While she was out of the water the opportunity was 
taken to black the bottom. A couple of well attended work parties were  
arranged to achieve this. Thank you to all who attended. 
 

After going back into the water the next job was to replace the wooden hand 
rails on the cabin with steel ones. With all the steelwork completed the next 
step was to strip and repaint the very tired looking cabin sides, (which as I 
write this is work in progress). 
So with their first trip out due at Easter Atlas should be in good health. 

Paul Smith 

The BCNS Sales season is starting a bit 
earlier than usual this year as the stand 
will be at the Coombeswood Canal 
Trust’s Open Weekend at Hawne basin 
on the weekend of 9th and 10th May. We 
will also be at the Society’s summer Rally 
at Titford the following weekend with a 
slightly larger selection of books. 
 
As you may well be aware, Longwood 
Boat Club is hosting a boat gathering in 
June and Michael and I will be travelling 
there by boat with a cabin full of books, 
maps and homemade preserves & crafts 
to round off a fairly busy spring. After that 
I can hopefully concentrate on re-stocking 
for the usual autumn rallies!  

Sales Report 
from Beccy 

We hope to see you at some of 
these events and would very much 
welcome some help for an hour or 
two behind the stand. 
 
See you there! 

BCNS Corporate Garments 
 
It is my intention to stock sweat 
shirts & polo shirts in black as it 
seems a very popular colour. They 
will be available in other colours 
along with fleeces also to order. 
Please phone or email me with 
your order.  

Beccy 
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1964 – We were a young couple with a 
young child ,Lorri  (18 Months old)  and not 
a lot of money, looking for a hobby to keep 
a family happy, we hit upon the idea of a 
boat. Roy did the rounds of the few boat-
yards that there were in those days and 
came home “I’ve found one”. I went with 
him to inspect, climbed aboard this old 
wooden cruiser and the steering wheel 
came off in my hand, it was an immediate 
no! no!  The next best thing we could afford 
was a 20ft fibre glass shell; these were  
being built at Ashwood Basin on the Staffs. 
and Worcs. Canal under the title of Corsair. 
 Our first boat came into being duly named 
‘Suala’, we took delivery of her in December 
1964 and set to work fitting her out our-
selves on Boxing day. She was finally  
finished in time for Easter 1965, we set out 
for her maiden voyage to Stourport and I 
must say we bumped everything in sight as 
we exited the basin. We arrived at Stourport  
at 4pm. and arrived back at Ashwood at  

50 Years on the Cut  
Jean & Roy Dobbs 

Many of you who know Roy & Jean Dobbs will agree with me when I say what an amazing 
and exceptional couple they are. They have played an active part in all aspects of local  
canal life, supporting various projects and events for as long as we can remember …. and 
before. Here they relate  the past 50 years of their involvement with boats, water & people. 

10pm and learned how to work locks en-
route. For the next four years we cruised 
extensively, weekends only, we went 
to London in weekend hops -  at that time it 
cost 1/6d to use Richmond Lock. We cruised 
the  Southern Stratford shortly after it 
opened,  attended the reopening of the 
Stourbridge in 1967 and the 1st IWA National 
Rally in Birmingham in 1969. 

1970 – ‘Suala’ was sold and a new 45ft  boat 
was on order from Graham Parker at Norton 
Canes. However we could not be without a 
boat whilst waiting for a six month build. We 
bought a 9’6” dinghy and tent and christened 
her ‘Hanovette’ we did lots of cruising with 
her and the tent and a child and a large Red 
Setter Dog. We cruised the un-navigable bits 
of water i.e., the Upper Avon, Brecon and 
Abergavenny, Lancaster, Montgomery, took 
part in the save and restore the Stourbridge 
Arm, Coombeswood Basin, Titford Pools, 
and The Stourbridge 16. 
 
 1971 - The new boat was ready, her name, 
‘Hanover’ she was a steel hull with a timber 
superstructure, aluminium clad, registered at  
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Letters  
to the  
Editor 

Hello Brenda.   
Seeing and reading the front of BP 206 
(Autumn 2014) reminded me of the time a 
few years ago when I joined IWA on an 
evening cruise through Dudley tunnel.   
Passengers assembled at Parkhead and 
whilst waiting for the boat to arrive, and, 
amongst general chat, one local chap  
described how the patch of  land opposite 
had been ‘condemned’ some years ago 
after demolition of industrial buildings  
because of all the various poisons, metals, 
toxins and whatever else had been  
deposited in the ground over the years.  
  
‘Nowt will ever grow there again’ had been 
the opinion at the time apparently, yet a 
glance over to the land in question was the 
proverbial ‘couldn’t see the wood for the 
trees’.  (I’m not sure if it’s depicted in one of 
Mike Rolfe’s pictures  of Park Head on page 
12 – I’m not good with my bearings just 
there now.)  Might any BP readers be  
familiar with that ‘problem’? 
  
Nature seems to have overcome whatever 
ills had been prophesised there, and it 
made me wonder just how bad the situation 
is on the Wednesbury Old Canal.  There’s a 
lot of expertise in conference on your front 
page and I can’t better them, but it made 
me wonder, in these days of what seems to 
be over-caution with Health & Safety, just 
what ills would befall any work parties  
setting about the task of clearance. 
  
There must be a lot of very clever & efficient 
(and costly probably) protective gear about 
now which might ease some worries, and 
though I don’t know the Old Wednesbury 
and the scale of the reed infection, the  
toxins clearly don’t seem to bother the plant 
life. 
 Best wishes Richard Tyler 

Dear Brenda, 
I began reading 'Boundary Post' the other 
day and was pleased to see the piece on 
the Trap Maker's Bridge, especially as 
Wednesfield was home to me for most of 
my earlier life. 
 
Therefore, as a former resident, I thought 
I'd add some information about the naming 
of the Trap Maker's Bridge and trap makers 
in Wednesfield. 
 
As the Wyrley and Essington canal passes 
under Rookery Bridge (which carries  
Rookery Street), it is very close to the  
former site of Sidebotham's (or Sidey's to 
the locals) factory, which was a well known 
local trap maikers.  (The premises were 
quite close to the Bentley canal, too.)  The 
factory has long gone... but only on its  
travels!  These days the Sidebotham's 
works can be seen at the Black Country 
Living  Museum.     
 
http://www.bclm.co.uk/items/sidebothams-
trap-shop/47.htm 
 
The W & E then continues towards the new 
bridge and Pinfold Bridge (which carries the 
Lichfield Road) and is there very close to 
Taylor Street.  Number 43 Taylor Street 
was said to be the last trap maker's house 
in Wednesfield and during 2012 there was a 
campaign to preserve the property.  How-
ever, I think that this was unsuccessful.  So, 
given the canal's proximity to both  
locations, it is a  
fitting name. 
 
I hope that this may 
be of some interest.. 
Regards,  
Chris Turton 

A Boundary Post 
positioned on the 
W&E just close to 
Trap Makers’ 
Bridge sent in by 
Carole Cooper 

http://www.bclm.co.uk/items/sidebothams-
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Welcome  
New  
Members 

From our Membership Secretary,  
Alan Veness 

He would like to welcome the  
following new members and hope they 
will join us in the activities of the BCN 

Society 

 
Jonathan, Samantha, Daniel & Sophie Pegg   -   Droitwich 
 
Peter Oakden   -   Atherstone 
 
We also welcome Barry Whitehouse (Tamworth) who has re-joined. 

Gift Aid on Membership and Donations 
 
HMNRC have requested that we clarify the requirement for Gift Aid agreements to 
clarify the Tax situation of the Donor.  It is necessary to declare that the donor 
pays sufficient Income or Capital Gains Tax to cover the total of ALL charitable 
donations for which Gift Aid has been agreed – the amount being 25% of the  
donation/membership. 
 
If you have signed a Gift Aid agreement with the Society and cannot meet this  
requirement please notify me – you may also check if you currently have a valid 
Gift Aid agreement in force. 
 
Dave Dent, Treasurer - dentdave@hotmail.com or 0208 691 9190 

GENEROUS DONATION 
 

I have just heard that the Society have received a very generous  
donation from a Society member who wishes to remain anonymous. 

 

The  amount  is to be spend specifically on the Society’s share of 
expenses for the upkeep of Atlas & Malus. Looking at the  

information above from our Treasurer Dave we will benefit by 25% 
more which will certainly make a big difference. 

 

Many thanks to our anonymous donor! 
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Chester as a British Ship, again we fitted 
her out ourselves and she was completed 
in December . I remember at this time the 
skipper always wore a collar and tie.  We 
cruised her extensively, the Manchester 
Ship Canal (Manchester to Weston Point) , 
the Anderton Lift before it closed, Chester-
field, the Leeds and Liverpool, the Ouse, 
York and Ripon, all the midland canals   
and then south to the Thames and London. 
We often wonder if Hanover is still afloat. 

2000 – Disaster struck.  Roy had a hospital 
generated infection, the result being that 
both his legs became paralysed, a couple of 
years recuperating and we realised he was 
going to be wheelchair bound forever.  
Jubilee was going to be unsuitable for his 
use anymore. Jubilee had to be sold, a 
young couple from London bought her for 
residential use in Portland Basin, where we 
believe she still resides. 
 
2002 – As ‘Jubilee’ was taken away from 
Coombeswood, Roy sat in his chair on the 
Towpath and cried. Jean asked ‘what do 
you want to do’, envisaging holidays abroad 
Coach trips, picnics etc.  Roy’s reply ‘I want 
another Boat’. So shopping around started, 
the REALLY TOP CLASS builders had 3-4 
years waiting lists the lesser quality it 
was  1-2 years and we did not feel we could 
guarantee lasting that long. New Boat Co. 
Droitwich what might be described as an off 
the shelf service with Liverpool Boats Sail 
Away’s in 14 days and when we inspected 
them we were surprised at the good quality, 
The quantity of steel and standard of work-
manship involved, we therefore ordered 
straight away. We bought a cheap lift to 
start with so that Roy could get in and out of 
the cabin and a B&Q Domestic Ladder/
Scaffold. We put some castors on it and 
then Roy could slide from his wheelchair 
whilst he was up on the lift with the aid of a 
sliding board onto the scaffold and then roll 
up and down on this to work on the boat 
ceiling. Anything we ordered was on the 
understanding it was delivered INTO the 
boat, all the sheets of timber were cut into a  
manageable size for Jean to lift. ‘Golden 

Jubilee’ was 
born and has 
done nearly as 
much cruising as 
her predecessor. 
This time we 
went as far south 
as the Thames  
Barrier. 

1977 – Jubilee came into being, she was 
going to be Silver Jubilee but we heard of 
another vessel that was going to have this 
name, it being Jubilee year. She was the 
boat we had dreamed of forever, all steel 
60ft, boatman’s cabin, brand new 3 cylinder 
Petter in its own engine room, superb fit out. 
Built by Watertravel of  Wolverhampton 
probably the most expensive boat built at 
that time and we loved and cherished her for 
23 years. We cruised the Leeds and Liver-
pool seven times, up to Ripon and Thames 
many times and Bow Back Rivers. They 
were magic years. 

mailto:dentdave@hotmail.com
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We are now in our  80’s and cannot maintain the vessel or cruise as much as in the past 
although we will still do short trips. Therefore in the circumstances we have made a gift of 
‘Golden Jubilee’ to our son Max (he started his boating life at 10 days old) and his wife 
Rhian. We are hoping they will have as much pleasure as we have had with their 2 year 
old son Glyn. 

50 Years on the Cut cont: 

Golden Jubilee Roy & Jean’s pride & joy fitted out by these two exceptional people for 
their personal use. You will have seen them at most events on the BCN in recent years 

TITFORD BOAT RALLY 
16th & 17th MAY 

 
This year we are putting an emphasis on Titford Pools and 
to encourage you to venture up we are offering a  
commemorative plaque. 

 

 
 
 

Have you booked in yet? 
 

No boat?  
Well come & have a trip 

on Phoenix. 
 
 
 

Entry form from the web site or  
barryjohnson7@tiscali.co.uk 
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 pipe bridges for approx 500 yards to 
the point where a railway inter-
change was constructed in the 
1860’s. Sadly the anticipated trade 
never materialised and the branch 
fell into disuse by 1900.  
 

From here the full extent of the  
navigable channel is uncertain. 
Some sources indicate an end at 
Rood End Road but an inspection of 
the structure clearly reveals a boat 
sized arch and the weeded channel 
beyond appears to be of navigable 
dimensions through to Mallin Street. 
Whatever the extent of navigation, 
the line of the feeder can then be 
traced as a public footpath through 
to the New Main Line.  
 

Have a look for yourselves and draw 
your own conclusions.  Albright & Wilson  

on the “Jim Crow” arm in working days 

mailto:barryjohnson7@tiscali.co.uk
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Portway Branch 
The start of this 1837 arm can be 
traced running along the northern end 
of Titford Pools, passing under the M5 
and then due west till its reeded up 
track is blocked by Birchfield Lane, a 
widened road which was been dropped 
to just above the water level. 
Cross the road and enter the playing 
fields heading towards the electricity 
pylon. If the weather has been wet you 
can detect a distinctly soggy strip 
which crosses the fields and  
terminates in a triangular area of waste 
ground. This triangle used to contain a 
fan of arms used to fill the boats with 
coal mined nearby. The canal also 
served the Birchley Rolling Mills, its 
last commercial customer till it was 
abandoned in 1960. 
 

The terminus area has been exten-
sively re graded which makes interpre-
tation of the layout difficult, but one of 
my favourite historic BCN photographs 
if of the Portway Arm in a state of glori-
ous desolation and abandonment. 
Take a copy of the following photo with 
you to the crossing at Birchfield Road 
and look west to the Rowley Hills and 
savour what used to be! 

Causeway Green Branch 
This branch leads off to the south west 
of the larger of the two Titford Pools, 
with just the first 200 yards remaining in 
water today. The short arm was built in 
1858 to serve the transport needs of 
Rowleyhall Colliery.  Its progress is 
halted by the looming bulk on the M5, 
built over the canal as it turned to the 
south. An indistinct line can be traced 
as it emerges from under the M5 at 
Ashes Road. Access is difficult, but for 
the diligent its path can be identified as 
it emerges at the south side of the rail-
way embankment at Penncricket Lane.  
 

Tat Bank Branch 
This branch heads due east from the 
Titford Pumphouse, originally built as a 
feeder from the Titford Reservoirs to 
supply Brindley’s diminutive BCN  
summit level at Smethwick. With the 
1832 reduction in the height of the 
Smethwick summit Telford rerouted the 
feeder to supply Rotton Park Reservoir. 
Whilst it is dry today, the feeder culvert 
is still to be found atop the western 
bank of the New Mainline. 
Today the start of the Tat Bank Branch 

is navigable for 200 yards, its 
course lined with  
floating pontoons for  
moorings, ending at Tat 
Bank Road Bridge. Beyond 
this there is no right of  
access to the old towpath, 
but the canal remains in 
water between Tat bank 
Road Bridge and Rood End 
Road Bridge, skirting the 
back of factories and 
spanned by numerous 
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BCN Photo Quiz 
 

The following correct answers came to me via email with Anne Parkes  
telling me the right location at the L&H Quiz night in February. Francis  
Stapleton was the first to inform me and directed me to the photo and text  
featured below in Ray Shill’s book “Birmingham Canals”, recently reprinted. 
No Photo Quiz this time but look out for it in the next edition. 
 
I think the location of the BCN Photo Quiz in Winter 2015 Boundary Post is the 
entrance to the Minworth Sewage Works Arm, on the Birmingham & Fazeley 
Canal. 
Regards Chris Clegg 

The bridge carries the towpath over a 
short arm that served the sewage farm at  
Minworth near to Wiggins Hill Bridge and 
is now used as a winding hole. I think the 
bridge has been demolished. The arm has 
now disappeared because of an industrial 
estate, the base of which was excavated 
below the canal level. Maybe night soil was 
brought out of Birmingham to the sewage 
works. Old maps show a narrow gauge  
railway line to the wharf of the arm from 
the sewage works across the Curdworth - 
Minworth Road. Brian Holmes 
 
I'm not sure if you consider the B & F part of 
the BCN but I think the picture is the bridge 
over the short arm that led into the sewage 
works at Minworth. The arm has now been 
infilled and industrial units built over it but a 
stub remains as a winding hole. 
Regards Pete & Jeannette @ Aylesbury.  
(Of course the B&F is on the BCN) 

Minworth Wharf c. 1922 Narrowboats 
containing ash containers were 
unloaded  by an overhead crane which 
transferred the ash boxes to bogies 
which ran on a 2ft gauge railway owned 
by the Upper Tame & Rea District 
Drainage Board. A pair of steam  
locomotives was kept at Minworth to 
deliver the ash to the sewage works’ 
filter beds. 

A tribute to our late vice president & his wife: Eric & Betty Foakes’ letter heading. 
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Work and activities carried out by the 
Society will maintain a Policy to take 
due consideration to the following  
environment factors:- 
 
Conservation – To protect our natural 
wildlife heritage through the careful  
planning and organisation of our  
activities. To consider the implications of 
any work that would endanger any  
vulnerable or  protected species or  
important habitats on our unique water-
ways by the planning and organisation of 
such works as to not interfere with  
natural cycles; such as the fish spawning 
seasons, protection of nesting birds etc.. 
 
Environmental Protection– no 
works shall be undertaken that  
knowingly causes plant and wildlife  
destruction and shall take positive action 
to foster policies to improve and  
increase native habitat. Invasive  
species, where found to exist, will be 
reported to the Canal and River trust to 
obtain their policy and corrective action 
plan. 
Land degradation/Contamination– 
no works will be undertaken that create 
soil erosion or soil contamination. 

Pollution Prevention– only  
approved (by C&RT) chemicals, 
paints, wood preservatives etc. will be 
used by the Society to adhere to  
pollution prevention guidelines by  
taking reasonable measures to ensure 
that canals and other watercourses 
shall be protected from any sources of 
pollution, such as hazardous  
substances which the Society may use 
whilst carrying out maintenance  
activities. 
The Society shall dispose of waste in 
accordance with current waste  
legislation i.e. by using Canal & River 
Trust approved waste contractors 
where necessary (we carry out checks 
on all of our waste contractors to  
ensure that they have the relevant  
permits and that they are disposing of 
our waste responsibly). 
Sustainability -only FSC (Forestry 
Stewardship Council) certified timber 
will be used. Where possible and  
reasonable, materials shall be  
purchased for their sustainability 
value. In line with our current Health 
and Safety policy all works will be  
notified to the Canal & River Trust  
before the commencement of such 
works and to adhere to the  
Environmental Appraisal Process. 

Birmingham Canal Navigations Society   
 

Environmental Policy 
While the Society carries out work on and around the canal it is only right that we 

have a policy that makes us aware of the environment. Our Health & Safety  
Officer, Arthur Farge, liaised with Paul Wilkinson Senior Ecologist and Alex May,  

Environmental Scientist for Canal & River Trust. The Society will take all the points 
in this policy into consideration while working on the canal. 
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Exploring the Forgotten Corners of the BCN 
By Andy Tidy 

10. Titford Canal 
With the 2015 Titford Rally just 
around the corner, Andy Tidy takes a 
look at the remains of one the lost 
corners of the BCN which exists in our 
own back yard – the various arms 
which radiated off the Titford branch 
canal which sat on the 511ft contour, 
the current high point of the BCN. 
 

For those of you attending the rally 
the possibility of a bit of investigative 
research may come as a welcome 
antidote after a night in the beer tent. I 
would encourage you to have a look 
around approx. three miles of canal 
including: 
 

Titford Pump House to Titford Pools  
1 mile (still navigable)  
Portway Branch                6 furlongs  
Causeway Green Branch 3 furlongs 
Tat Bank Branch   4.5 furlongs 
Jim Crow Arm   1 furlong 

Perhaps the best place to start this  
exploration is from the Pump House itself 
at the top of the Titford Locks, home of the 
BCN Society. A site which offers good  
access and easy parking in Engine Street. 
 
Jim Crow Arm 
I would suggest you start with a quick walk 
down the locks to see the entrance to the 
Jim Crow Branch which enters the pound 
between locks three and four. The  
entrance bridge remains in place but the 
arm now extends for just a couple of hun-
dred yards beneath the abandoned railway 
bridge, coming to an abrupt end where new  
industrial works have been built on former 
site of Albright and Wilson. Old maps indi-
cate that this heavily contaminated arm 
was abandoned after 1957 and was  
reduced to its present dimensions by 1966, 

Jim Crow Arm 1962 showing  
Albright & Wilson - note colour 
of water in the arm and 
pounds & locks below. 
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The Halesowen Story by Hans and Lena 
Schwarz, 121 pages, 52 b&w illustrations, 
 2013, Hales Owen Abbey Trust, Halesowen, 
available,                             
email:hales.abbey@btinternet.com 
 
Much acclaimed when it first appeared in 
1955, now 59 years later in its 3rd reprint it is 
as well received as ever. This book is a real 
pleasure, no less for its excellent text as for its 
attractive illustrations. Lena Jones, a teacher, 
born in the town, has written a history that tells 
the story of Halesowen from Saxon times. As 
the cover notes tell us, her husband, Hans, 
provided the drawings. Hans, born in Vienna, 
arrived in England in 1939 as a refugee. He 
was briefly interned in the Isle of Man and later 
studied at the Birmingham School of Art. After 
their marriage in 1944 Hans and Lena lived at 
9 Hagley Road Halesowen. Hans must have 
felt at home in his new Black Country  
surroundings as for a time he was chairman of 
the Halesowen Art Society and designed sets 
for the local dramatic society. Later they 
moved to London where Hans followed a  
successful career as a commercial artist. They 
progressed to running their own antique  
business and Hans built up a reputation as a 
sculptor and portrait painter with several of his 
works shown in the National Portrait Gallery.      
Halesowen was fortunate in Lena and Hans: 
together they have left a chronicle of the town 
that could hardly be bettered. It looks at every 
facet of life: at the Lyttleton family, whose  
ancestors took advantage of the dissolution of 
the monasteries to purchase the manor of 
Halesowen, to the inhabitants of the town who 
mastered a hard way of life amongst the  
collieries, forges, glass cones and canals. This 
book is highly recommended as much for its 
historical content as for the personal story of 
its writers.  

 
 To Die in a Distant Land  
 by Robert Howard, £7.99, 284 pages 
ISBN 978-1-291-96202-4,  
 ID 15014633 www.lulu.com 
 
The author, who has published several 
books on the workings of the Black  
Country Canals, has turned to the genre 
of historical novels for this, his first fact/
fiction work. The story opens with the 
hero, Job Cash, contemplating the bare 
knuckles fight he is just about to engage in 
with a long standing enemy. Though he 
eventually wins it stirs him to face the futil-
ity of fighting and to take stock of his life 
so far.  
Job spent his early years in Tipton. At the 
age of eight his father, a miner, finds work 
for him helping to look after the horses for 
a coal carrier on the canals. As he grows 
to manhood Job is able to set up his own 
canal carrying company from prize money 
he wins in the ring. Robert Howard uses 
his local knowledge to describe how Job 
becomes a successful boatman himself, 
eventually marrying the daughter of a rich 
salt manufacturer.  
The drawback is that the author does not 
seem able to find an effective way of  
combining fact with fiction, so that the 
tenor of the work loses focus.  

However, 
as the 
book has a 
canal 
theme it is 
sure to find 
a place on 
many 
book-
shelves,   

11 

 Boundary Post                     Spring 2015                                 Edition 208      

Last year I gave talks at Newtown  
Primary School, and to the Worcester, 
Birmingham and Droitwich CS, Penn 
Ladies Group, Tipton Civic Society and 
Moseley and Balsall Heath Institute as 
well as the presentation at the 40th 
Anniversary celebration.  We also  
performed the Birmingham Lads  
Musical at the Titford and Droitwich 
Rallies. 

So far this year I’m booked to go to 
Stratford-on-Avon Canal Soc, Lichfield 
IWA, Cheslyn Hay Historical Soc, 
Staffs&Worcs CS, Historic Narrow Boat 
Club, Longwood Boat Club,  Dudley  
Canal Trust, Old Union Canal Soc.,  
Russel.Newbery Owners Club at Titford 
and Salisbury IWA.  

Phil Clayton 

Phil Clayton-Talks & More! 
 

Last year I published a list of the talks (and more) 
that Phil will carry out. He is prepared to travel.  
Since writing this list I’m sure Phil has added to it. I 
attended some of the talks listed below and Phil was 
very well received at all of them  
especially at the HNBC AGM where he showed 
some of Bob May’s photos that featured historic 
boats mainly on the BCN. Phil is an excellent am-
bassador for the Society.     Thank you Phil. 
Photo - Phil on the locks - Ann Johnson 

mailto:email:hales.abbey@btinternet.com
http://www.lulu.com
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Of course, our remit cover the whole 
of the BCN but our home waterway is 
the Titford and your Council has  
recently decided to progress a project 
to revitalise the canal and adjoining 
area.  A small sub-committee has 
been set up and an initial survey has 
identified many improvements from 
minor work that could be carried out 
by our work parties to major  
developments that will need a  
partnership approach. We have also 
walked the area with members of the 
CRT Enterprise Team and they are 
very enthusiastic that our proposals 

tick a lot of boxes; environmental, 
heritage, community benefits and 
well-being so we are confident that 
funding can be found. 
 
I will be reporting back developments 
more fully in future editions of  
Boundary Post and we will be  
promoting the project at our Summer 
Rally. Of course an important part is 
encouraging more boats to cruise 
around the Pools and we hope that 
everyone attending the event will do it 
and get our new plaque to record it. 

Ivor Caplan 

The photo shows some of the boats that  
managed to get into the Pools last year. Some got stuck & needed towing 
off the mud or fallen trees but all got in eventually. This project hopes to 
make the Pools fit for all. 
 
Photo: B M Ward 

Titford Canal  
Green Space Regeneration 
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well and I felt Matt Cooper and I had 
understood each other and he had a 
good grasp of what I was looking to 
achieve and most probably why I 
wanted this boat. I left him my pro-
posed cabin layout drawings and the 
details I gleaned from the BCNS  
website about ‘Phoenix’. About a week 
after the meeting I received Matt  
Cooper’s first cost indication which 
was at last in line with what I had  
expected. Before Matt Cooper was 
prepared to go further he wanted to 
have a look around ‘Phoenix’ and take 
some measurements and recheck my 
measurements. So another call to Brenda, 
we arranged for an evening meeting in 
June ‘13 at Titford Pumphouse. Luckily it 
was June as Matthew Cooper was mostly 
interested in how the swim, propeller and 
rudder were aligned and somebody had to 
spend a considerable time with their hand 
through the weed hatch in the canal. All I’ll 
say is that my McDonalds on the way 
home that night seemed to have a special 
flavour which I don’t think was on the 
menu! With this further information Matt 
Cooper said he felt able to give me a firm 
quote. Although slightly higher than his 
first indication it was within what I  
expected. With the quote agreed we 
moved to draft a contract and paid a  
deposit, this was all done in July ’13 with 
an agreed start date for the project at the 
end of September ’13. Matt Cooper used 
the time to take further measurements of 
‘Phoenix’ and have his welder Andy look 
around. Matt Cooper and Andy also had a 
look around a similar boat ‘Hawne’. With 
all this information to hand he felt ready to 
start the build. 
 
As projected the building started at the 
end of the September ‘13, in fact Gill and I 
were present the day the steel plates were  
delivered. Work progressed through the 
autumn; we visited the yard regularly,  
thinking about it we probably were there 
nearly every two weeks. That being said  

we were always welcomed with tea and the 
biscuit tin. As the hull took shape the  
assistance and input of Matt Cooper and 
Andy his welder proved invaluable. They 
spotted the wrinkles and always seemed to 
have answers. They also provided answers 
to those questions which had remained  
unanswered at the time of  signing the build 
contract. To those of you who have been on 
board  will have noted the system of easy 
open and closing hold sheets, they will also 
have seen the cost effective use of scaffold 
boards as the hold floor. These were both 
suggestions of Matthew Cooper and Andy 
both of which have worked well. The steel 
work was completed at the end of January 
‘14. Then Mark and Stewart from MG Boat-
fitters came on board to fit the cabin at the 
end of February ‘14. With work on the cabin 
started the launch took place on 28th Febru-
ary. The fitting of the cabin was completed 
by the end of March ’14. Again I cannot 
speak too highly of these lads. They man-
aged to interpret my drawings and specifica-
tion perfectly, this added to the finish giving 
the living space we wanted. With the cabin  
finished ‘Grinstead’ was returned to the paint 
workshop for top coating and signwriting. 
The final part of the jigsaw was the supply of 
the soft furnishings by Elite Furnishings.  
I finished work on 30th April and we took 
delivery on 1st May moving our equipment 
onboard our adventure began. 
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At the same time I had been pondering the 
Brummagem tug replica I came across the 
BCNS website and the page about the 
building of ‘Phoenix’. I recall my immediate 
reaction, which was, here was a style of 
narrowboat that met my aspirations. I  
continued to search for alternatives but 
wherever my thinking went I seemed to 
return to ‘Phoenix’. 
 
So with my outline drawings of ‘Phoenix’ I 
started planning the cabin layout. One 
driver in the back of my mind was that I 
wanted the cabin to be the same length as 
the cabin and engine room on a traditional 
working boat. With this overall cabin length 
criteria established I started work on a  
series of drawings to design a cabin that 
would meet the needs of extended cruising. 
Upon reflection this took much longer than it 
should have as the answer I finally came up 
with was relatively simple, most probably I 
was over complicating the issue! Anyway 
with what I believed to be a viable design I 
thought it was time to have a look at 
‘Phoenix’. To this end I contacted Brenda 
Ward and she arranged for my wife and I to 
go onboard. So at the end of June 2012 we 
met Mike Rolfe and his clean up team at 
Warwick Bar. Mike was most helpful, the 
information he gave me left me with a lot to 
ponder but overall I went away convinced 
this was a workable concept. Armed with 
this information I started ringing potential 
builders. The problem was that while  
builders showed initial interest in my  
concept I found they either started to try 
selling me their preferred boat or when it 
came to discussing outline pricing they 
over-priced the project. It seemed that they 
were working on the basis of their preferred 
standard boat then added to it to cover what 
I was looking for. Progress was very slow in 
fact I would say non existent and I began to 
think the idea was not a runner.  
 
In need of encouragement I contacted 
Brenda again in February 2013 with the  

view of having another look at ‘Phoenix’. 
Most probably I was trying to reassure  
myself that ‘Phoenix’ was not a complicated 
design and that the builders I had spoken to 
were over complicating and consequently  
over pricing the design. So again another 
trip to Birmingham, this time to Hockley 
Port. I took the opportunity to take some 
more measurements and although I went 
away encouraged I was uncertain if I would 
find a builder. March and April 2013 saw me 
make some more calls to builders but I still 
struggled to find one who I felt confident 
with and was talking a sensible price. 
Frankly, I had more or less given up on 
finding a suitable builder until one day I saw 
the Canal Transport Services (CTS) advert 
in Waterways World. I was left wondering 
why I hadn’t seen the advert before but 
‘whatever’ as they say, I hadn’t. Telephone 
call made and at last I felt it was possible I 
had found a potential builder. The tele-
phone call finished with us making an ar-
rangement to meet at CTS yard. They say 
first impressions are important, all I can say 
is the yard was exactly as I had envisaged, 
basic and workmanlike! The meeting went  
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After a very successful first year of 
Black Country Voyages, we are now 
preparing our boat the Aaron Manby for 
the second year of the project. We have 
said farewell to artists Phil Duckworth 
and Ben Sadler, also known as Juneau 
Projects, who worked with us on Black 
Country Voyages throughout 2014 and 
we now welcome Jacques Nimki as our 
lead artist for 2015. Jacques will  
transform the Aaron Manby into an 
apothecary, a floating laboratory of 
herbal liquids derived from local plants, 
fermenting slowly over time, housed in 
glass, reflecting light and colour.  
 
We will display a collection consisting of 
lozenges, cordials, country wines,  
sorbets and teas which will be available 
for consumption at selected events. 
Black Country Voyages will also show-
case drawings, recipes and objects that  
relate to the business of apothecaries. 
Jacques will work with our youth  
programme at various canal side  
venues along the BCN to hold  
workshops where visitors can interact 
with Black Country Voyages. 
 
For more information or to get involved 
please contact Claire Bird at 
c.bird@ikon-gallery.org  or call Ikon on 
0121 248 0708. 
Our Spring programme includes the 
following events: 

Smethwick Community Duck Race 
Saturday 11 April, 10-2pm - FREE, £1 
to sponsor a duck 
Smethwick Locks. Main access to ca-
nal via Brasshouse Lane, Smethwick, 
B66 1RR 
 
Join us for this inaugural fundraising 
event with prizes for the first 3 ducks 
over the line and best decorated 
duck.  You can sponsor a duck for £1 – 
available online, by visiting Ikon Shop 
or the Canal & River Trust at Peels 
Wharf in Tamworth or Cambrian Wharf 
in Birmingham. Alternatively, just turn 
up on the day. All funds support Ikon, 
BCNS and CRT for their work in the 
Black Country. For more information 
call 0303 040 4040 or email 
ian.lane@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
 
Black Country Voyages at Red 
House Glass Cone International 
Glass Festival in Stourbridge 
Tuesday 26 May & Wednesday 27 May 

- FREE 
The Red House Glass Cone, High 
Street Stourbridge, DY8 4AZ 
Black Country Voyages joins the  
International Glass Festival, with artist 
Jacques Nimki and members of Ikon 
Youth Programme leading creative 
workshops, suitable for ages 6 and 
over. All children must be accompanied 
by an adult.  
Places are free but must be booked. 
For more information and to book 
please contact Julie Edmonds on 
01384 815571 or The Red House 
Glass Cone on 01384 811280 
www.redhouseglasscone.co.uk 

mailto:c.bird@ikon-gallery.org
mailto:ian.lane@canalrivertrust.org.uk
http://www.redhouseglasscone.co.uk
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Note from G. R Jebb 
 
This message is one of a few that were given to me by the brother of a man 
who had rescued some items like this one from a dump, some have suffered 
part burning & all were muddy. A bit of careful cleaning has allowed them to 
be read. It reads as follows: 
 

“To Mr C Parry at Sneyd from G. Jebb October 6th 1884 
On 23th August I forwarded to you a letter I received from Mr Watkins in 
which he stated that the extra Lockkeeper Gray at Walsall Locks was no 
longer required & that we may remove him. I have not heard from you 
whether this has been done & shall be glad to know what you have done in 
the matter.  
Signed G.R.Jebb 
You should not keep letters in this way.” 
 

George Jebb was the Chief Engineer for the BCN at this time.  One wonders 
how and to where the lockkeeper would be removed. Things didn’t happen 
quickly when you consider it was over 6 weeks between the two  
communications. How would it be dealt with now? A phone call or email? 
Many instructions were written on a post card & sent in the post. 

BCN Memorandum 1884 
From George Jebb Principle Engineer  
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Looking at the design of ‘Grinstead’ the first 
question that has been asked on numerous 
occasions is why that design? Well after a 
number of narrowboat holidays, attending 
many boat gatherings and shows coupled 
with reading too many magazines and books 
I felt it was time to either put up and buy a 
boat or shut up. So  looking forward I  
decided that it was time to move on from my 
job as the Amenities Manager for East  
Grinstead Town Council and look to  
pastures new. This I felt included at last  
having a narrow boat. While my heart 
wanted a working boat the reality was my 
sylph like 6’ 2 ½” 17 stone frame was not 
suited especially if I wanted to take my wife 
Gill along as well. As neither a standard nor 
tug style narrowboat met my aspirations I 
had to come up with an alternative. At this 
stage my thinking went back to a holiday we 
had had on a Brummagem tug style boat 
called ‘Beaver’. Although termed a tug it 
wasn’t really a tug. It was a 32’ narrowboat 
with a replica working boat cabin with a 
small kitchen and shower area in what 
would have been the engine room and a  

N.B. ‘Grinstead’  
the ‘Phoenix’ replica or upgrade? 

small canvas covered hold forward. It got 
round my concern about the height avail-
able in the boatman’s cabin by having the 
engine under the counter thereby avoiding 
having a propeller shaft under the floor. 
This enabled me to just about stand up 
straight!  
 
In one of those strange coincidences whilst 
out on one of our days on the canals we 
went to Pyrford Marina on the Wey  
Navigation and lo and behold there was a 
Brummagem tug. Unfortunately, she had 
just been sold and her new owner was not 
interested in selling her on. With this in 
mind I began to wonder if it was possible to 
have a replica built and so I made a  
number of telephone calls to potential  
builders. During one of these calls I came 
across a builder who had been involved 
with the original Brummagem tug building 
project. He recalled that about 20 boats of 
this style had been built this being said he  
recommended that I looked elsewhere for a 
design. I won’t go into his reasoning but it 
made sense so off I needed to go in search 
of a new concept. 

It was June 2012 when I received this email from Keith Astley: “We are contemplating building a 
workboat similar to 'Phoenix' and would like to come and have a look at her, could you please 
advise if this can be arranged. As we work Monday to Friday the weekend would be the best time 
for us.” A few emails later & I arranged for Keith to view Phoenix read on for the rest of the story  
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and Sheepcote Street, which rate 
books mention as garden ground. This 
property also belonged to the School, 
but during 1864, Birmingham Council 
arranged to acquire the land for use as 
a stone wharf. Stone for road building 
purposes was brought by boat to this 
wharf from various quarries including 
those at Rowley Regis. An adjacent 
strip of land north of the canal (and 
east of Sheepcote Street new Bridge) 
was later acquired by George Shelton 
and converted into a timber yard. 
 
The development of these canal prem-
ises was an ongoing process and as the 
properties became more industrialised 
not all had canal related purposes. 
They all however had key roles in the 
growing industrial status of  
Birmingham as a manufacturing cen-
tre. Their subsequent history will be 
dealt with in part 2. 

 
King Edwards School plan of Canal area 

ROVING TRADERS - Floating Markets 
Each trading boat pays an entry fee which covers all the organisational & marketing 
costs & included a generous donation to CRT.  Feedback from visitors has been  
excellent with them not only enjoying the purchasing but loving seeing all the colourful 
boats together & chatting to the traders about their lifestyles.  
 
The market was deemed such a success that a larger programme of markets took 
place in 2014 with the Birmingham floating market being the biggest. The Roving  
Canal Traders markets received a commendation in the Living waterways 2014 
awards.  
 
This has been expanded upon in 2015 with more markets along the BCN network. 
 

 Merry Hill. Embankment above shopping complex. 21st - 23rd August 2015. 
Stourport. Above York street lock. 4th - 6th September 2015. 
Birmingham . 25th - 27th September 2015. 
 
Many traders are also supporting the other events along the BCN such as the Black 
Country Boating festival, Kings Norton festival, Longwood Festival, Wednesfield  
Carnival & the Tipton gatherings. We hope as many boaters as possible will visit us & 
support the roving traders. 
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The Canal to Sandy Turn 
                                                     Ray Shill 
 
The Birmingham Canal route to the original terminus beside the turnpike passed 
through the lands of King Edwards School and Charles Colmore and included a 
double bend in the route near Birmingham. The original land levels here varied 
and the cut was narrow. There was a towpath and a bridge that carried Nelson 
Street over the waterway. 

1st OrdnanceSurvey 

Nelson Street became Sheep-
cote Street and a long section of 
canal frontage followed the west 
side of this street towards Sandy 
Turn before it turned away  
towards St Vincent Street Bridge. 
The bend at Sandy Turn was 
removed in the early 1800’s as 
part of a general policy of making 
minor improvements to the  
network, which followed in the 
wake of the more extensive work 
on making branches from the 
Walsall Canal and the first  
Smethwick Deep Cutting. 

Caroline Colmore inherited the Colmore Estate and during her long life was  
frequently associated with canal affairs in one way or another. Her property was 
regularly let off on long leases and then subsequently sub let as commercial or 
residential properties. 
 

The canal north of the original Sheepcote Street Bridge, on the offside, became 
Thomas Broadfield’s Boat Dock by 1808 and the land north of that was used to 
build the New Union Mill from 1813. The towing path on the east/north side of the 
waterway was retained as the only means for towage until Thomas Telford  
conceived the “New Main Line”. 
 
This alternative route complete with a double towpath was made from 1826 and 
also involved the purchase of part of the Colmore Land by the BCN which lay on 
the east side of Sheepcote Street. With the completion of Telford’s New Route 
from Farmer’s Bridge Junction to Ladywood Junction, the old towpath became 
redundant. What had been a main line was relegated to the status of a loop off . 
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the main line and sections of 
the old towpath ceased to be. 
Specifically this was the part 
east of Sheepcote Street 
Bridge to Farmers Bridge/ 
Deep Cutting Junction became 
wharf land after the commer-
cial redevelopment of the land 
between Old and New Main 
Lines was bisected by a new 
street, Nile Street. The BCN  
purchased this land from  
Caroline Colmore, but then 
sold it on again, for that  
development.  

The West side of Sheepcote Street had land that was also developed for indus-
trial use working from a central strip, both north and south to the two canal routes. 
The towpath was however retained for this part of the waterway. 
 

Broadfields Dock remained on the offside, and even after the death of Thomas 
Broadfield (1825), being carried on as the boat building business of Thomas 
Broadfield & Son. This trade had ceased by 1831, but it was not until 1836 that 
the premises were finally sold on. That sale was on March 11th 1836 and included 
a wharf and house (erected by Thomas Broadfield). This property was bounded 
by Mill Street and Sheepcote Street. It would appear that following the sale this 
wharf and house passed to the Anti-Dry Rot Company. They treated wood by the 
Kyan process, which was a form of preservative and local railway companies 
used this Kyanised timber for use as sleepers. 
 

A notice for this service dated October 31st 1836 for the prevention of dry rot at 
Sheepcote Street Wharf was published in local newspapers such as the Birming-
ham Journal. They remained here until October 1841, There were 9 timber tanks 
of varying length from 11 to 90 ½ feet long used for treating Oak and Fir. Howard 
Kyans process was patented but his use of mercury chloride as part of the  
kyanising solution proved to be expensive and with the developing coal tar by-
product industry had become superseded with cheaper preservatives. 
Following the West side of Sheepcote Street North, the land remained essentially 
untouched at this time. 
 

The next development was Sandy Port. The Colmore Estate in this part was  
essentially that which had been Oozells Farm. New streets included Oozells 
Street and Oozells Street North. The land adjacent to Oozells Street North was  

Piggot Smith map of Birmingham 1855 which 
shows vacant site of Round House land 
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Colmore deed map 1829 

levelled by the BCN (1840-1841) to 
form Sandy Port and the excess spoil 
boated to form the foundations for 
Tindal Street Bridge. Sandy Port was 
adapted as a coal wharf for a number 
of coal merchants that came to be 
based there. It was better known as 
Oozells Street Wharf.  
 

The properties at Nile Street were 
perhaps contemporary with the coal 
wharf and included two brick and tile 
wharves opposite it, one belonged to 
George Wood, the other to James 
and George Brawn. Both brought 
bricks and tiles from their respective 
brick yards by boat  Smith and Fisher 
had premises on both sides of Nile 
Street. Those on the old canal were 
served by a basin and comprised a 
foundry, the other premises had  
access to the New Main line and 
again had basin access. These 
premises served as an engineering 
factory. Later a vacant strip next to the brick wharves was used to build the Albion 
Tube Works (Lloyd & Lloyd).  
Broadfields Wharf can be linked to later trade directory listings as Sheepcote 
Street Dock and both rate books and census records appear to show that this 
was the case. Occupiers of Sheepcote Street Dock included George Stafford 
Coal Merchant and Joseph Cotterill Boat Builder. Cotterill is listed there on both 
the 1851 and 1861 census, and in the latter case employer of 4 men and a boy . 
 

Following the west side of Sheepcote Street, Thomas Insleay, victualler, had a 
range of premises which were developed as a coal wharf and wharf yard. The 
next strip was used by William Cale to build a tenement and beer house. 
Then came the boundary with school land. Thomas Upfill, Thomas Bellman Upfill 
and William Upfill erected offices, a warehouse, a manufactory steam  
engine, machinery and premises there that was used as an iron  merchant’s  
business and also for the making of metallic bedsteads (Sheepcote Works).  
Further north was another factory and steam engine that belonged to George 
Lawson and Taylor Holden, patent axletree makers (Standard Works).  
 

Sheepcote Street crossed the new main line by a double arch bridge and north of 
there was a triangular piece of ground bounded by the canal, St Vincent’s Street  


