Birmingham Canal Navigations Society
Exploring the Titford Pools
Birmingham Canal Navigations Society is progressing an initiative to regenerate
the Titford canal, Pools and adjoining public open space. As part of this project,
the society is keen to increase the number of boats navigating the pools and we
will give a plaque to any boat cruising the pools for the first time.
Navigation notes
We recommend that boats travel with at least one other boat to assist in case one
of them runs aground. Motorway silt means this is a possibility. Depth in the
middle of the pools is reasonable.

There are two branches leading to the pools.
Portway Branch – this runs South West from Jarvis Bridge (Wolverhampton
Road Bridge. A right turn from this branch takes you in to the main pool.
In the main pool, the area under the motorway is getting shallow. While there
was plenty of depth there in the past, I have proven conclusively that it is now
too shallow to take a 32” draught boat. (The problem is silt coming off the
motorway)
Causeway Green Branch – running North West from Jarvis Bridge.

While running from Jarvis Bridge, a left turn from this branch in to the main pool
is fine (though beware of the failed bank on the towpath side).
The turn left from the main pool, going under the motorway to the small pool, is
not recommended – it is shallow, and the width of the canal at this point makes
things very difficult. However I do know of a 57’ boat that has made this turn,
though it was something of a multipoint turn, not a simple “turn left”
Straight ahead takes you under the motorway to the small pool. This is shallow
at the edges – we recommend winding in the middle.

