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THE BCN

The M I  began in  1767 when a gAoup o6 Bitmingham
indurtAkatizt4, atatmed that the-LA competitonz
et4ewheite might gain an advantage 6Aom &educed
ttanvont co4t4 on zeve&aZ p&opedied new wate&ways,
aisked Jame6 Btindtey to 4u&vey a Aoute 6oA a canat.
Thi6 nan 64om BiAmingham to -the Stalitio&dShim. and
Woece6ten6hine Canat a t  Atdenztey nean WontveAhampton,
with a bkanch -to -the Wedne6buny ca t t i e t i e6 .  The
bkanch tows opened in  1769 and -the main t ine wane
competed in  1772. FhOm thiz i n a i a t  26 mitez o& zo
the BCN developed by the cowstnuction o6 new cana£6
and amaZgamation4 w i th  neighboaking companie4 to  a
t o t a l  o 6 159 miie6. Thi6 laus been Aeduced by cto4u&e4
to j u s t  ovek 100 m i l e ,  o6 which about 90, the
iiiAmingham and Stack Countny netwohlz, ake dezetibed
in t h i6  guide.

Thank6 t o  t he  e66ont6 o6 canal zociet iez,  locat
counciüs and 8W8 -the canae4 o6 the BCN are i n  bette&
condition than many moke popuZan wateffiway6. Theke i 6
ampte depth o6 watvi. and 6unpni6ingty . t i t t l e  Aubbizh.
A6 6evenat accutate map6 are  now avai lable and moat
o - the  &-cctoky ba6in6, i n t o  which one could
inadvententty ckui6e, have been 6 i t t ed  i n ,  navigat ion
oti the  netwonk £e veny much ea6ien than i n  the pazt.
The towpathz a&e, i n  genenai, excettent and the whole
o6 the BCN, except 6o& .tae 4mati toopz, can be waltzed.
The umoundinge /Lange 6Aom compeetety kunae, Aich i n
wild Zitie, t o  heavily indu4tniae, whete many o6 the
buieding4 are highly uga&ded by Local hi4tokian4.
The 4te&y o6 the BCN has been cotoungut, even biza&u:
at one time the company Ula4 excommunicated 6oA tiaitme
to pay church itate4. I t  AA hi t i t t  4Utt 04 intene4t today.



USING THE GUIDE AND ROUTE PLANNING

Since 1969 thkee guides to  the 8CN have been
published and, as a dixect xeAutt, them_ has been a
conAidexabie incuaze in  the number 06 Vihit0h4 to
the AyAtem. However many boate l  and waikem, the ik
intexezt in  the BCN awakened, have kequested a much
move detailed guide. When asked exactly what detai)L
was nequiked theix xeptieA .included in6oxmation
about the history, wi td t ide, geology and indurthiat
axchaeotogy 06 the canal, the Location 06 Aexvicez
such as public hawses, dish and chip shops, .telephones
and bu.6 routes, and whethen .there wns access to  the
towpath 6kom neakby /toads. ThiA guide .us an attempt
to meet theik xequitementA.

Much 06 the indokmation has been shown on the
maps, although this could only be done Auccezz6uity
by representing the canal as a stnaight Line. ThiA L
eaAy to 6o!Low but inevitabty.teads to  some distontion
06 other 6eatuxeA such aA 'Loads and Hai ways. Bends i n
the comal are mentioned in  the text  when notewonthy,
and .the general dixection o6 each waterway is  indicated
on the route planning map (page i v ) .  16 a more
conventionat xepoisentation L  xequixed the guide can
be xead i n  conjunction with Okdnance Su/Ivey Sheet 139
(1:50000 Fikst  Senies) on the GeognapheAs'A-Z Street
AtlaA. The maps i n  the guide axe not to Acate but each
page covens appnoximatety one mite o6 canal (sometimes
less i 6  .there axe a number. 06 tockAl

The main 6eatuxez 06 each canal and i t s  Auxxoundingz
axe dezexibed in  the text,  and examples chosen to
i t lur txate how i t  i4 o6ten possible don the txavettet
-to keconstnuct a smatt piece o6 canal hiAtoty prom the
evidence along the way. Uze6ut clues axe sometimes
pkovided by the induAtniez tha t  developed neae the
canabs and these axe .included on the mapz. Fuxthet
in6oAmation can be obtained prom the excettent xe6exence
libitaxieA i n  -the hegion.
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The guide iz  divided into 4eetLon4, each
cot4e4ponding to  one o6 the BCN canat4. Within each
zection a t t  page beat the in,i-tiatz o6 the cane
they ke6ek to feg: Dudley Canal: D, Ruzhaet Canat:
RU). The ini.t iatz 604 each canal ate 4hown on the
route peanning map oppo4ite. The page ate alto
numbeked i n  zequence PLUM one end o6 the canat to
the other, wi th map o f  ittu4ttation4 on the £e6t-
hand page, t ex t  on the t ight .  Each tex t  page becvu,
the flame numbek az the map i t  i3 oppoAite. Some
4ection4 have an extra iteurtnation nwnbeted as page
0 but the 6ikAt map iz  aewayz page 1. The maps and
text dezenibing 4hott btanche4 ate in4etted a t  the
appnopkiate peace within each /section. The king
binding can be temoved fuze a 4 t t ip  o6 catd to
Auppott theptaztiz o l i o  CO they ate ti6ted) and
the page keannanged to Auit  the uzek. 16 de4ined
they can be kept as £ooze leave i n  a plastic m e t a .

The numbers a t  junct ion on the route planning
map indicate which page axe needed Got a pact icutak
journey. Fan example, t o  maven PLUM the Wotcatek
and llifuningham Cana to Chazewatet via the Bi)uningham
and Fazeeey Canal w i l l  requite map ML1, 8F1-6,
TV1-5, RU1-3, DE1-5 and WE13-14. A tough e t  irate 06
mileage. (take one map = 1 mite) i 4  22 and the numbet
06 tack's (  each < on the map appkoximatez to  3 tockz)
appears to  be 45. Accukate 6igunez obtained 6tom the
table 06 distance and 6kom checking the nwnbeA o6
locks on the .large scale map! a te  19 and 46. A44uming
a boat tkavetz 6ouk r i l e  4 on pazzez 4 locks pet howl.
the di66ekence between the two zetz o6 6igunez i n
eztimated journey time L h o w t .  Thuz the route
peanning map g i ve  an indication o6 the time needed
Got a paAtieutah journey and atteknative route  can
be tapidty compared. 16 -O-taunting along a canal i n
the oppo4ite dinection to the zequence 6attowed in
the guide kevenze a l l  directions given in  the tex t
and ‚Lead the nap 6tom the bottom to the top.
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SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Canat and Towpath

Lock: ,single top gate, mi-tn.ed
bottom gates, Ove,k6Zow (vein.
and Bol.,e.an.A (on. poAt4)

M I  I I  I  I I I

Is o

BY

Pipe (PP = Pipe)s), Cable and
Pocock tn.ansmiis3ion Line

Road bnidge, w i t h  ncvvtom,
Fvice Doons and o6gc-ia2
acce.s3 t o  canat.

Raitway bnidge and Boundany
•BP P o s t

ßa3in w i th  'Boatyand

13u,i,eding o ti i n t e A m t  ceLth
Numben. pi.ate (on. namepZate)

Footbnidge and Footpath,
6ccunexty Raitway 0k Tummy,
uno66iciat accu3 -to canat

+ - F. e f  -  + F.B.  - + - + -  + -

_

smt
M -  M o o n i n g , s  and Stop plank 'Lack

5 S i t e  o6 basin and Sluice

Sanitcyty :  chemicalss-cp to .aet  düpo4a..e.

•W ( e a t e n .  po in t  and 4.i.te o6
No

0;24 shops L i k a y  to  be. o6 use .to
canal Vuxvelleius ake. 4/town on the. maps



126 B u s  !watch

CH Chinese kestauitant PC Pubtic convenience
CP Ptaygtound PH Pubtic hou4e.

Diesel. Fuel PO Poht o66ice
FC F.Zish and Chips PS Paice s ta t ion
G Ga./cage R Re4tautant
GP Gcutage + petkot S8 Signat box
GPO Ganage + petnot + D SP Sign post
H Hotel SURG Sutgety
1 Indian /Leh-tau/cant T Tetephone
L Letten_ box TA Take-away
LG Lit ten b in W8 Wine bah
LC Levet cto44ing Feet
LIB Lib/luny x Vaxdh
NT ikweagent ITI Mites
OL 06f; Licence

522

indicates a  name, numbet on. date on a
building, t a ck  gate, bitickwokk etc.
(but not  a rotate)

on a  n.oad a t  edge o6 map indicates
diAection o6 henvices; i n  th i4  eg:
,sttaight ahead, 2nd tu tu  on ‚ t ight

( hah thkee d i h t i n c t  meaning4:-

‚wand a wokkh on mine indicates t h i h
ch now cio4ed on demoZi4hed, eg:
(Wailoum Cot t ie ty )

kound the. dehtination given 6on, a.
/La-away Line indicates no tegutan_
pahhengeA 4eAvice

noiuna.e u.4age., eg:  13Vuninghcun (Snow
Mcytket (Tueh ) .

Pubtic houses named on the maps have been tecommended
by piteviouh

vLi



TABLE OF DISTANCES

Canat - 0 - i t a n c e
(+ bkaneheis) i n  6

Canal D . i > s t a n e e
(+ Manches) m  6

NEW MAIN LINE OLO AKIN LINE
WokeeAtek Bah to : Smethwiek J  to :
Otd Twin 0 2 Engine ßkanch 0 4
Ladywood J  0 4 Spon Lane J  2 0
Sandy Tukn 0 7 Oabuky Loeln J  2 5
Soho Loop E. End 1 0 MadeA Ha t t  J  3 9
Win4on Gkeen J  1 6 Tipton J  6 0
Sme,thwiek J  2 6 Faetoky J  6 4
ßkomtiond J  5 0
Pudding Gkeen J  5 6 Newhate Branch 0 1
Aibion J  6 2 OozettA S t .  Loop 0 3
Oudtey Pont 3 7 0 Ickniced Pont Loop 0 6
Factony J  8 4 Soho Loop 1 2
Deep6ieedA J  1 0 1 Engine !Punch 0 5
Houetey FieZds J  13 1 Spon Lane Lock's 0 3
Aldeutey J  1 5 4 Tit6okd Canat 1 3

Gowen M a u i /  0 4 WVRLEV AND
Netnenton Tannet 2 7 ESSINGTON CANAL
Wedne4buky Oak 1 7 goueZey Fieed4 J  t o :

ßikchiLbs J  8 0
WEDNESBURV OLD Petsatt J  1 2 7
CANAL Cat,shat J  1 5 3
Pudding Green J  t o : Ogtey J  1 6 3
Ryden4 Green J  0 5
Ridgacke Bkanch 1 2 Cannock Ex ten ion  1 4

AngteAtey ßkanch 1 4
Ridgacke Munch 0 5 Daw End Munch 5 2

ra = inite)s, 6.  6uhiongA, J  -  Junct ion



sook4 on the. 8CN

Canat D i ) s t a n c e
(4- btancheA) 1 1 1

WALSALL CANAL

6

3

Canat O i . s t a n c e
(+ bkanche2s)

RUSHALL CANAL

m 6
2 6

Rydem GA.een J  t o :
Poe. Bank J  1 TAME VALLEY CANAL
An4on 13A4nch 5 1 SatdoAct J  to:
Watsate. J  6 7 Rwshate. J 5 0
Watsatt Wh.tut4 7 0 Doe. dank J 8 4

Aeon Manch 0 4 DUDLEY CANAL
Wabsatt Manch 0 7 No.1

Stack Detph J  to :
BIRMINGHAM AND 8towen4 Gkeen J 2 1
FAZELEY CANAL Tipton J 4 4
Fa/uneiuS Midge  J  -to:
kston J  1 4 No.2
Sai6oAd J  3 2 Biocuett4 Gteen J

BumbZehote Ann 2 3
Digbeth Branch 0 6 (Uindniet' End J 2 5

ilawne 8a)sin 5 5

The. Canats 0  6 the. Weist 1,i.dtand‚s. Chaideis Had6ietd
1966 PubiZshed by David and Chwtie

The. B-iAmingham Canat Navigation)s. Votume 1
(1768-1846) S.  R. MoadbA,Ldge 1974.
Pubtbshed by David and ChmteA.

The OtheA S ix ty  MiZe4 (abandoned canats)
Richakd Cheistek-Bkowne 1981
Pubt.i)shed by BCNS

i x



FACILITIES

Sanitaky StationA:

Ga3 Stkeet  Gaza (map ML1)
rahnIVIA S k i d g e  (13F1)
Tividate (ML11)
Sneyd ((UE7)
Coombe,swood (1)11)
Cannock Extemion (CEI)

Pwnp-Owt S ta t iom:
Oozete4 Stkeet Loop (MLI)

Vies e2 Fuel:
Oozete S t h e e t  Loop (MLI)
Minekva Whak6 (ML17)
Cannock Ex ten ion  (CE1)

FOR ß0ATS

Retiu4e Dizpo4aZ:

Lock 7 Fakmek4 Bkidge (8F2)
Lock 10 Wotvekhmepton (ML l9,

Watet Points:
Ga4 Stneet BaAin (ML1)
FakmehA M i d g e  (8F1)
Tividate (ML11)
Sneyd (WE7)
Coombemood (1)11)
Bumbi.chae (1)8)
Oozett4 Stkeet Loop (MLI)
Lock 15 Wavekhampton (ML20)
RuAllatt (RUI)
Pekky Bat& (TV4)
Cannock Exten4ion (CE1)

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Canatphone (Nokth)
Canaphone (South)
130)13 Akea 066ice
Dudtey Canat TkLat

(

01-723-8486
01-723-8487
021-454-7091
021-520-5321

\ERLET. efet G



The phoduction 06 thi)s guide wowed have. been
ipipoAisibte without -the. a4.6tance 06 a  comidekabt.e.
numbek 06 peop-ee. The/se. ate 6can too nwnekows -to
mention ind iv idua l l y  bu t  inctude -the -6-ta66 06 4eve)tat
-beat tibh.cutieis, a  nwnbeh. 06 canczt h-itohian's and
authok,s, membek4 06 the, L3i2uningham (Punch o6 -the IWA,
and many BWB empeoyee2s. We. wou2d t i k e  .to kecokd out
thank's bon theik. h a p .

7 r e  e l e l l e i e l e .  1 e X e l i g  §  t e M l i n g
. . . . . . . . i i r e e m e t w o m e m o m m e m n A  A e g e %  I I  I I m i l l  httqlliol‘

%\\\‘‘\\\\\\M ‘,„\\"\\\Ä\-% e-
\titmem\\\\\\*\\\;\\\\\\\ %%AM Stbemummum,

In a publ icat ion 06 n a t u i t e  ekkok's and
ommion2s a te  atwayA po44ib-te, pcckt-Lculakty a's change4
ocean vek.y kapidey i n  thi)s cvtea. Eveky canat and 'toad
Aown on the » n o  ha's been vi)sited a t  tewst once, and
eveh.y cake -taken -to en4uh.e t h a t  -the. in6onmation i n  the
guide .vs accukate. Howevek no keispowsibZeity can be.
accepted 60k any ekkok)s on omiA3iaivs on. -the. conisequence4
theh.eo. The. pubti)shek)s wowed be ghate6w2 n e c e i v e
uggefs-tiortA 6ok change's and imphovement4 -to -the. go,i.de

bon tiutuhe edition's.

x i
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THE BCN MAIN LINE
(inciuding the  Tit6ond Canat,

the Wedne4buny 0.ed Caber and Ridgavte Branch,
and the. Wedneisbuny Oak Loop)

The Main Line o6 the  BCN Snow B-i)uningham to
Worvenhampton wa4 compre-ted i n  1772. There tome two
tenminat bnanche4 a t  the B-Ouningham end, one. past
Cambnian Whan6 N e w h a t t  (6ee13F1), the. othen G a b
Stneet 8a4in. Both bnancheis have been .truncated and
the canal alt Gat, Stneet 6onmeAly extended to  Ord Whan6,
whene the cmiginar BCN o66ice4 6konted onto Su66ork
Stneet.They weite demori41ted i n  -the 19204 a6ten. -the
Company had moved to  Daioren. Howse nearby.

The 6-iA)st pant o6 the  Wwtceisten and 13-Ouningham
Cana/ wai opened i n  1795 bu t  to  4a6eguaAd t h i n  water
-the BCN xe6u4ed a l l o w  a connection wi th  the new
canal., and a 7 goat wide 3-0t-ip o6 rand -  Wonceisten
sait. -  waz Ze6t between -them. InteAminabZe deeay4 and
6iwistiuttion tricot have been cawed by thi2s Ban a4
eveitything pa264ing &tom one canal -to the  otheit had t o
be tnan4hipped acno44 -L-t. The 6-top rock thnough the Ban
wag n o t  b u i l t  u n t i l  1815 when -the Wonceisten and 8i)uninglicun
wa4 compeeted to  -the Severn and dapeAate,ey needed water.
Th,ü6 the  BCN agreed to  isuppry, a t  a pkice, v i a  the tock.

There a l w a y s  a  6ine d-bspi_ay o6 ncinnow boats,
mooned along -the scot, a t -though .there have tecentey
been attempts t o  move them eLsewhexe and -thins deistnoy
much o6 the  kemaining aäno4pItc.e o6 -the Ba4in. I n  -the
19604 and eaney 704 thi)s wag a  Mecca son. roca l  watenway4
enthwsia4t.s. The BaAin wag atmo4t compeetery enctoeed
by baUdLng4 and to  walk .through the pa66age 6kom Gas
Stnee,t wcto t o  6-tep in to  a. di66enent woned. The
demoLition i n  1975 o6 the  wanehowseis on -the 6outh s ide
-ütnepa/tabZy changed the chwtacten o6 the  Basin and
demonzthated an amazing Zack o6 Aemitiv-i-ty by 80113 6on.
-the canai envi)tonment. 8e6oke £eavLng the  8a4in note

MLO
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the. -two BCN boundary posts on -the -towpath bnidge on
-the. nonth 4-Lde and the number p.eate 0  kl -the canaLside
bit-acting's. These plate's wen.e int)ioduced by the. Company
mound 1900 and -the. nwnbening nuns e q u e n t i a l l y  along
each canal 06 -the r3CN, although theYte are some anomalies,
panticulanty on -the Main Line, and gaps i n  -the zenim
where building6 have been demotülied.

Broad Stn.eet Tunnel i n  ()act a. bridge tha t  has
been extended 60wt tünes. (Wien -the BCN was a  gowt,i,shing
commeAcial waten.way -the tunnel Loa's -somewhat unzavouny
as boatmen mooned a t Gas SVieet cased a s  a  publ ic
convenience. Other £ocatiti-es suvtie_n_ed u l a n l y  and
conditions were isome-tima so in)sanitany -that the canal
company had to  3pnead chtonide 06 Lime on the -towpath.
A shon,t di ,stance {nom -the tunne-e 4.4 a. 6owt-way junct ion
with thnee elegant ba idge.  Two cute t ivimven bridges
ca‚st by -the lionseeey I ron  Works, -the otheA has -the
i n i t i a t s  BCN as pant cl; -the cieisign. Twin n igh t  lion. the.

Ika.nch and -the giAmingham and Fazeley Canal
(map 13F11, on. .t.e6t bon -the Oozells Stn.eet Loop, where
13nummagem Boats have the Lt base. 6 u e . e .  Ls avai lab le
here, and thene L t h e  only pwnp-out dae-il-Lty on the BCN.
There Ls no -towpath nound -the Loop. St i ta ight  ahead -i)s
-the most d inect  route -to WolveAhampton.

The date 1827 on -the "Honzetey" bridges - t h e
yean. tin which -iinpnovernenbs t o  -the canal between
IWuningham and Smethwick were completed. The onig ina l
canal, surveyed by James l ik indley but  appanently
£cutgely buZet by Samuel. Simcock, Sot  owed such a. winding
route along -the contoun. t h a t  L t  way, suggested Simcock
was attempting -to c u t  h‚bs i ra t ia t )s  acitozz Staaonct6hiA.e.
The Company d id  not  object  as to le4  weite bated on
mileage. As tna66ic incneaised on -the canal the sharp
bends wote a navigaZional hazard and cawed comidenable
delay. I n  1824 Thomas Te,e6ond was engaged to  suggest
impnovementis and one 06 li-bs pnopo6aLs was -to c u t  o66
the bends by  a d inect  t i n e  to  Smethwick.. The AU a t  can
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be. 4een a t  the next dive junction4 where .Loop o() the,
canai Leave on rejoin the new. Impnovement4 weAe

abso made. in  the daign o6 towpa-th.5 and Midge's.
The. a d  canal had a /singe -towpath and nwnenows
matzuhig bnidge4, paitticulanly oven the. entnanceh -to
ali1114 and ba4in4, and many houeis tome 12ileed on injuned
in accident's on thehe nam4haclzie 4.t iuctune Onig ina ley
-there weite a nuniben o a -swing and t i d t  bhi.dge's on the
Main Line. but thae  weice. /such a hindrance -to -tiu-c6gc
that they had been teplaced by -the. etvtly 1800'4. I n
contivaist6on.ds canal ha's twin totopath4 and
4ub4tantial tunnova and M i d g e s .

On both -the Loop and the dinect route the. 6.iiust
road Midge hays red wooden (Lite doom i n  the pmapet.
Them give the 6-vice 4enviceh acce2s4 to  the canal don
pumping water in  an emeÄgency. Mo4t Midge's along

4tnetcheh 06  the 8C/s/ have. 4uch dooms, except
where the. di/stance (nom Midge -to water level giLeateA.
than 28 Ileet, the maximwn t i 6 t  4  the Eine. 8ni.gade
pwno. The. magnidicent -t3.4o-3-ton.ay HoueAhoe Stabt.e.s,
bwilt in  1802, are on the 'Light a t  Ladywood Junction.
The building -Us wed by BiAmingham City Council and .ice
not open to the. pubtic. but can be. 4een 4norn the entnance
on the. canna o Sheepcote S-t'teeL.

Much o t h e  commencial -tread i c  on the 13CN was
between mines and 4actonia on the zy4tem, with boat's odten
only thavelling a dew 'MU& . When -the. railway companLeo
began to compete with the. canal's -they wen.e not inteAehted
in thi4 4hon.t-lutt. tAct.66-ic. I t  CaWS ed congution on thei,n_
main Lines and .there way finequentey no na i l  accm4 t o  -the
won.fm which had developed along4ide the canctLo. In6tead

thA.ee nailway companie4 i n  the. area LNWR, GWR and
bii.diand) act ively encouraged use 4  the canal by
building naitway-canal intenchange ba4inis. 1-1ene dne.ight

ML2
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cowed be transhipped to boats 6ot deeivety to
6actotie4, on 6inizhed products bed into the nai l
netwonk. The companiez even opetated thews own 6teetz
06 "taieway" boats . One intekchange basin was j u t
bedote Monument Road Bridge. The basin 4 t i t t  i n
water, atthough the tai£4 and tAan4hipment 4hed4 have
dizappeaned.

A tk ip  (clang Ickn iad Poet Road Whak6 Loop to
the 8W8 maintenance yard and Rotton Patk nezenvoit
i4 tecommended, aithough i6  on 600t this invotvez a
detour via Ladywood Middeeway as the towpath L6 not
continuouz. The nezenvoit, pant 06 the TeZ6ond
imptovement4, was opened in  1826 and entanged i n  the
1830'4. The dam tower above the yard, where the
etegant bust dings (  a  Tet6otd design?) are i n  excettent
conditLon and a enedit to 8W8. 16 the yard gates ane
open i t . i Z  pozzibte to walk along Icknietd Pont Road to
the SW8 066ice4 and on to the dam. The nezenvoin neceivez
watek by 6eedex Otom the Titdond Canal (zee Ti ) .  L t
zupptiez the 473' Wo.evethampton Levet via another 6eedet
to the Engine Branch. Fonmenty water was pumped back
into the nezenvoin 6tom thi4 6eedek i n  .times 06 zunptuz.

The Loop u jo in4 the New Main Line at  another
6out-way junction. The Soho Loop L4 4tnaight ahead
but v i z ib i t i t y  to £e6.t and t i gh t  i4 not good -  beware
o6 boats apptoaching 9LOM either direction. Tettiondiz
Line continues on the te6t  under a tuknovek
16 waZhing take the t igh t -hand towpath, the other us
wet and muddy in  ptacez. The ()nick pier i n  the middte
o6 the canal once cattied the LMS Narbonne Branch,
which £ort p a z z e n g e n  zenvice in  1934 but temained
open 60t goods untie 1963. The canal iz  now i n  a deep
cutting spanned by two 6ine bridges, both dated 1826.
Contnaty to the inztnuctionz daubed on Lee Midge there
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i4 no accuA a t  pke4ent to the diAh and chip Ahop in
Dudley Road.

The Soho Loop .tead t o  the aikmingham Heath Stanch,
opened £n 1801 to  Matthew Boutton'A Soho WothA.
waz a group o6 wotkAhoo whete cka6tAmen ptoduced
jeweteeky and Aiivekwake o6 high quatity. The WothA
wuz demotiAhed in  1863 and the Stanch now onty kunA a4
4at a4 Hochtey Pont, whete the GWR .interchange basinA
have been convekted into an adventuke centre box local
youth. Thete axe three Atkiking mutts ,  two Ahowing the
Pokt "then and now". The otiginat Atabta A t i t t  stand
and ate uAed 6ox the centre'- a c t i v i t i a  -  a  6atm Lo
houAed i n  one end o6 the block on the t ight .  Ampee
mootingA axe ptovided got tiAit0h4 but  i t  -LA pekhapA
beet to wse thoAe in  the di tAt  basin on the kight,
which .its 6enced o66 6kom the keAt o6 -the centre. The
attkactive Victotian tettaced houAeA Aukkounding the
baAinA axe being Aympatheticatty teAtoted, and the
whole -site i2s an excel eent example o6 the imaginative
kenewae o6 an .inner c i ty  area.

The Loop tejoinA the New Main Line a t  WinAon Gkeen
Junction. A6tek the tuknovek btidge .us a tott-iAtand
which once cat/Lied an octagonal tott-o66ice.
Un6ottunatety none o6 these attractive buiedingA have
Aukvived. Acce44 6tom the towpath way, overt a plank which
cowed be Awung ackoAA the water by the tott-ctenk tanning
a tong Leven. The Awivet mountingA o6 the petn1u can
Atite be been on Aome o6 the tote-iAZand. The 6eedet
&tom Rotton Pakk to the Engine Btanch .us on top o6 the
embankment on the Ze6t, which wa-6 b u i l t  at  the Aame time
ass the New Main Line and cut actoAA anothet Loop o6 the
old eanae. The WinAon Gkeen end o6 the Loop wuz b i t ted
in to pkevent boats bypa4Aing the tott-.utand. The
other end became the Cape Arun, connected to the Main
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t ine  by a tunnet unden the embankment. The whote o6
the Anm i 4  w i t i dn  -the GKN wonk's and a  btocked by a
gu i t io t ine  gate a t  -the 6an end o6 the  tunnet.

Anothen .Loop nun p a t  Soho Foundky, opened i n
1796 by Bout ton and Watt to  manu6actune pumping and
notany steam engineA. Thme engine's had been aembted
at  Soho Wonk's 6/tom pants manu6actuked etsewhene Aince
1775 and the ßteningham CanaL Company had been a
negutan curtomen. Eventuatty -they punchazed 19 o6 -the
d i u t  54 pumping engines b u i t t .  I n  1802 the  6inAt ga's
fight's even to  be Aeen i n  pubt ic itt iwninated the 6nont
06 the  6oundny. These wene pnoduced by WUtiam Mukdock,
who had aLso b u i t t  a modet .Locomotive dniven by Ateam.
Gobs t i gh t i ng  equipment o o n  became an impoAtant pnoduct
o6 the  6oundny but  the pantnenA mi)med the oppontunity
o6 devetoping Mundock1.6 tocomotive. The 6.ten t e 6 t  the
Foundky i n  1850 and i t  wcus acquined i n  1895 by W g T
Aveky Litiated, manu6actuneA o  6Acates and weighing
machine's. Some o6 the  onig inat  wonkmeniz cottage4 A t i t t
'stand j u s t  in'side the entkance and theke a  a  4matt
mu'seum. Va i t ' s  can be annanged by wkit ing t o  the
cukatok.

At Smethwick Junction -there Ls a  choice o 6 two
kouteA. bean n igh t  bon the Otd Main Line to  Tipton v i a
Smethwick Loclu on  continue Atkaight ahead on the New
Main Line. ThiA atiso .Leads -to Tipton but  nemainA on the
453' 13iAmingham Level 40k a  hew mites 6unthen. Fottow
the Otd Main Line £6 you wiAll -to v i A i t  the Engine
6/Lunch and the Tit6ond Canal, Oh take the New Line bon
the quickest noute to  the  WedneAbuky Otd Cana and the
Netherton Tunnel 'Ranch. The choice Ls n o t  c n i t i c a t
as i t  L  pc»mibte to  change 6nom one t i n e  to  t he  othen
at  Spon Lane and ökades Lock-o. 16 watking along t he
New Line 6ottow -the n igh t -hand towpath. ThiA a  i n
better condit ion and ha's move acceAA point's -than the
£e6-t-hand one. I t  at/so connects w i t h  the towpath on
the otd canal i n  Aevekat ptace4 and i t  Ls easy
-swLtch 6kom one -to the  other.
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1

UntLe the  19604 theke wene -two zetz o6 .Cocks
at  Smethwick. ektindiey'4 ok ig ina t  Locks wee_ o▶▶ -the
night, Smeaton'4 dupl icate 6 t i g h t  on the te6 t .
SAindley had taken the canoe oven Smetliwick 4ummit
by 445C tock4 Ai4ing t o  the  491' Levee, w i t h  ono-then
4ix back down to t he  453' Levee a t  Spon Lane. This
4ummit, o n l y  a .thousand yards 04 40 i n  Length, was
very waste6ut o6 watex and theke wene Long delays
at  the tucks a4 tha66ic incneaAed. I n  1786 John
Smeaton was coked -to .e.OW2/1. the 4ummi.t by cut t ing a
canal along the  473' contour Sno▶n between the t h a d
and 6ounth Smethwick .Lochs -to the  WotveAhmlipton
pound a t  Spon Lane. Thu4 thkee .Lochs a t  each end wene
made redundant. A t  the same t ime dupticate tockA wene
b u i l t  a t  Smethwick to  dea l  w i th  the votume o6 tAa66ic.
The Ebtindtey LockA have been t i ieted i n  but  the ()kicked-
up auch which Led to  them can be seen under. Midge
Stheet, and the chambeh o6 the  top tociz i 4  i n t a c t  wi th
-the gates A t i t e  4tanding wnong4t the hubbte.

The Engine BAanch i s  on the i e 6 t  beyond the iock4.
Tlws Ck044e4 the  New Main Line on Tee6oAd Aqueduct, an
elegant Atnuctuhe i n  need o6 4ome attent ion. There -Lo
no winding hate on the Branch and AteeheAs o6 6 u t t
Length naAAowboat4 may pAe6eA t o  waltz the towpath.
There -L4 accuA t o  sAidge Street  az t he  Zocked gate
ha4 t o 4 t  i t s  cen t ra l  panels and onty the 6AamewoAk
nemainA. The WMCC and other intehezted panties necentty
excavated the  4.c to o6 the.Smethwick Pwnp HouAe, whehe
the James Watt pwliping engine now i n  the MU4ewn o6
Science and InduAthy (see 8F3) Atood 6/tom 1779 un t ie
1897, when i t  waA moved to  Oaken_ H.L.L. The engine
went t o  -the MuAewn i n  1959 and .1.4 A t i t t  .i▶▶ woAking oedeA.
The 6oundation4 uncovered by the excavatLo▶'s eteanty
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'show the po4ition4 o6 the  valtiou4 pax-to o6 the  engine
and the cutveAt4 ea/E./Lying water t o  the  'summit ZeveZz.
The/be are ptanz t o  eventual ly open the 's i te to  the
pubLLc and .this, w i l l  add con4idetabte intenezt  to  a
viz i t  to  the  Branch.

gnauhou4e Lane a  convenient 'spot to  mowr
ion accezz t o  .the 'shop's i n  Smethwick High Stneet.
The buitding j u s t  beyond the  bridge wa4 ekeeted i n
the .Pate nineteenth century to  houze a pumping engine
.that raised waten 6nom the 8imingham t o  the
Wotvekhampton Level. The pwnp hou4e haz necentey been
te4toAed and w i t t  be used az an indonmation oddice
6°4 the Gatton Vattey Cana Park. This ambitiou4
project, 6unded by WMCC, w i t t  create a £.Lnean park
between Smethwick Lock's and Span Lane Lochs.

The New Main Line, i n  a cut t ing  panattet  to  and
below the otd cana,  KUA anothek Tetdond imptovement
and enabted coat boat's 6AOM Wednezbuny to  bypazz t he
zummit comptetety. I t  wad opened Late i n  1829 and az
the cu t t ing  haz a  maximum depth o6 71 6eet  i t  at t racted
comidekabte at tent ion.  I t  'LA z p e c t a c u t a n  today,
panticutaxty when the gone  on to4ebay willow-henb
ate i n  6u..te 6towek and the bankz are  a ma"  o6 caeout.
Both Line's now p a "  thAough modern tunnetz under
Tet6oAd Way. These were opened i n  1974 and are no mote
than £,cvtge concnete dtainpipez covered wi th  earth,
although they pethapz i a u r t n a t e  the change i n  c i v i l
engineering .technique's and 4ty te  'since 1830.
Immediatety a 6 t e t  the tunnel on the New Line Ls one
o6 Tet6otd'4 maztenpiecez, t h e  150 boot 'span Gatton
Midge ca'st by the Houetey 14on Company i n  1829.
Samuel Gatton wad a  pkominentmembek o6 the  8CN
committee. Although now only a  600tbnidge i t  ca t t ied
heavy /toad tna66ic untLe. Tet6okd Way wa's conztkucted.
The naitway viaduct Got-towing a  6ine bZue M i c k
Atnuctune also worthy o6 note.
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Smeaton14 cu t t ing  on the Ofd Main Line above L6
onty 41 f leet  a t  i t 's  greatest  depth and neceived Z i t t t e
attention compaked wi th  i t 's  neighbouk. However
con4ideking i t  KUA constructed 6okty yews eakt iek
i t  i4  a  vety  te4pectabZe example o6 cara t  engineeting.
Coat. 6kom Jubi lee P i t  i n  west Skomwich was t ipped in to
boat's .through chute's a t  the whak j u s t  beyond Summit
Tannet unt iZ  the p i t  ceased i n  1970. The ru in  on the
towpath bank i 4  where boatmen (and houe4) used to
4nettet white they waited to  toad. A dew hundted yaxd4
6ukthek along the  OLd Line the 145 motokway jo in4 the
canal and w i t t  remain cease by on ovek i t  don the next
mite on 4o. The tutnoven bridge a t  Span Lane Ls t o
enable hok4e4 (on  pede4tnian4) t o  gain access t o  Spon
Lane LOck4 and descend to  453' Levet.  The a d  Main
Line beans L e g  and CA044e4 the  New on another
Tee6ond aqueduct, a  two-akch bn.Lei At/meta/Le named
adtet Stewak4 anothek comma-tee member (cat ted
Stewatt on the namepeate). Chance's giauweek4, dat ing
dram the 18304 and 6okmekty extending as 6ak as the
A457, 4.4 on the ta6 t .  The wonk4 made the gLa44 do t
the Cty4taZ PaZace £n 1851 and was 6amou's don i t s
opt ca t  glass, pakt icutakty  Lighthouse opt ics.  The
6actoky now pkoduce4 microscope 4tide's 6kom gta44
manudactuted etsewheke.

The Span Lane Lock4 a te  not A t t i c t t y  pant o6
the Main Line; t hey  are the s t a r t  o6 the  Wedne4baky
OLd Canal. However as a  Length o6 the  WOC below the
Loch's was inctuded i n  Tet6oAd14 impkovement4 and
became a sect ion o6 the  New Main Line, t h e
dis t inc t ion .is ra the r  academic. A t  the t a i l  o 6  the
top Lock .4:4 a  cant i tevet  ApZit  bridge. I t  di66eft's
6'wm the three othex cantLeeva bkidge4 on the
4y4tem i n  t h a t  i t  has the  gap P r  the towing Zine

Tit6okd dkanch 6ottowe: box continuation o6 ML tunA
three page4.
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The Ti t4otd CanaZ

Thi4 btanch wa-s opened i n  1837 t o  4ekve the
cot t ie t ie4 and wokk4 i n  the Langley akea. I t
etimb4 v i a  Otdbuty Lock4 t o  511 ' ,  t h e  highe-st leve l
4 t i i i  navigabZe on the 13CN and then tun4 t o  Tit4ond
Pool, which ha4 been a  sCN ke4ekvoik -since the day-s
o4 t i t indtey.  A 3  the  canat connect, w i t h  the pool
on the  level '  the section above the Zock4 4ekve4 as
a t inea t  exten4ion o4 the  t a e t v o i t .

The ba4in on the l e b t  j u s t  ad:ten teaving the
Main Line 4etved the MidZand Tax 0i4t i iZen4
Spting4ieed wotk4 and wa4 the  main de-stination o4
the Thoma4 Ctayton "gas" boats . T h Z s  w a 4
based a t  Otdbuty Junction 4tom 1889 t o  1966 and
4peciati4ed i n  the cavtiage o4 t i q u i d  cakgoe4,
patt icutaAty nude  tak  and gas -waten tikom MidZand4
ga4woith4 t o  the  Soing4ie td  t a t  d i z t i t t e k y  and,
un.t≤.i 1955, 6flee Oi i  ghOM Manche4tex to  Langley
(keen. T h e  boats u4ed j o t  these tka6dic4 had the
hotd4 div ided in to  .tanks and coveted oven by 6 i a t
wooden deck4, and they cat/tied about 20 .tons. I n
addit ion to  t h e i k  d i4 t inc t i ve  appeakance the boat4
wete decotated wi th  a chakacteki4tic 60Am o6 the
tkadi t ionat  to -se design known az "Ctayton4 Cabbage4".
Th/toughout the 19504 and '604 gazwoek4 tka tH ic
dectined and Ceaytows ceased tkading on the canal
on 31 Match, 1966, aithough they temained act ive
a4 dommtic and indu,stniat l ue t  o i i  4uppt ieu  by
toad.

Otdbuty Lock4 have the chambeu i n  i i n e  wi th
the towpath, an  unu4uaZ 6eatake abso 4.9und a t
Factoky Lock4 a t  Tipton, which wete b u i t t  a t  about
the 4ame time. I t  may be ea4iek to  4teek a boat
in to -such a lock but  the de-sign doe4 n o t  -seem to
have been gene/tatty accepted, a4 many g i g h t 4  b u i l t
i n  the 18404 (eg Watzate, Ru4haZZ) have the
tnadi t ionat  attangement. T h e  top of; t he  6Zight
pa-sieb cto4e to  t he  huge chemical wolda o4 A tb t i gh t
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and Wilson and i 6  the  wind ,us 6n.orn the west the.
4mete us di)st inc.t ly unpteasant. The anm thAough
the conks was known as the  lün  Ckow Manch and
Otdbuky Loch ake nte,t.i.me2s caeled "The CItow".
The onigin a6 .these names n o t  clean but  one
suggestion .us t h a t  they ke6ekked -to a  tocat

n &us tibia/is t

Above. the top tack -the 6eeden. R o t t o n
Pank keisekvoin o n  the l e g  by the pwnp howse.
The 6-i.Ast 6 ive 6uktong4 o6 w e h e  made navigable
i n  the 18606 (The Ta t  bank 13kaneh) b u t  -then_e. was
U t t e e  vta.66ic and the ßeuich had ceased by the
tukn o6 -the centun.y. ReciAculatoky pumping t a t
eakkied out  when Rotton Pakk needs n.epten-ihment
on theke h e a v y  use o6 -the. Zoelvs, atthough modekn
pwnps have keplaced -the oniginae engine. Langtey
Mal-ti.ngs, a  8CN Zandmakk, 6oxiote -the (midge
cann.ying the  GWR Otdbuky ßkaneh, aXthough the view
o6 tiu5s l a t e  Vietokian buitding 6kom the canat
?flanked by -the conckete 6encing ekected aiong the
whak6.

Fok na i,e enthu)siaists -there ake 6ine GWR
£oweh quadnant s.ignai4 and an attkact-ive s ignal
box a t  Langley Green s ta t ion.  The Otdbuky Mandl  .vs
s t i l t  open von (i/teAlght tn.a6dic to  -the. chemical works
and the e lec tn ic  Vtain sta66 6on the ökaneh h a n d e d
oven here. Langley Green bkidge licus been widened i n
such a way as t o  comptement the ok ig inat  kathek -than
detkact 6nom L t .  The (ed bridge has s i x  cast  ikon
akeheis whi le  -the extensions have tongitud,i_nat gikdekis
with ()kick arches between. Beyond Langley Forge, an
old wokfbs now peoducing castings, -the canal becomes
less i ndu r t k i a t  and a. pleasant t i tee-l ined stAetch
leads t o  t he  -two tenminat bkanche2 and Ti-t6okd Pool.
The 1978 and 1982 IWA National Ratl ies weke h a d
hc.e, and -the elevated sect ion o6 -the MS cko,sing
the s-ite did  not  seem -to detkact  6kom the/ik success.
The 9/tea-ten. pant o6 both -the Cau4eivay Green and
Pontway branches was abandoned around 1960.
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in  the middie kathek than a t  .₹he 3ide. Fok a bkidge
that i4 unique on the 8CN i t  i4 i n  a degotailee
condition, wi th patt o6 the handkaie keptaced by oed
ga4 pipe/s and the gap in  the middee coveted with
conekete.

A6ten the aqueduct -the OLd and the New Line's
pakt company and ate 6ukthek apakt -than indicated
on the map. The OLd Lae wind4 atong the contouk
towatds Otdbuky, the  New join4 the Wedneisbuky Cana
and heads d i t e c t 4  6ot Tipton. Conzideking 6 i tA t  the
OLd Line. ThiA paue4 an intekchange bazin, a  tote
nakkow6, and ShenAton'A ovekStow weik i n  quick
Aucce4Aion. The weik, an eatty 8CN type, i 4  a  Long
bkick-tined deptuAion in  the bank with the towpath
paAAing ackou i t .  The path w i l t  be Aubmekged when
the weik t u n n i n g  but the watet wite be oniy a
6ew miaimette4 deep becauAe o6 the takge Aun6ace
akea. The ptobZem 4:6 unZikety to at ize urbeeA4 .there
ha4 been t o t t e n t i a  tain.

The motrkway again tunA ovet the canat aStek
Anchok Midge and -the Tit6okd Cana (Map Ti) iA
on the ie6t hatSway aLong thi4 Attetch. The 8CN
peayA an -impo/ttant toZe in  the diApoAat o6 dkainage
waten 6nom the etevated ,section4 od the motokway ad
wete 6 k o m  othek toad/s, hou4e3 and Sactokie4. I n  a
heavy tainAtokm the came may teceive 10 mitt ion
gatton/s pet mite pet day. The M5 6inatey LeaveA the
canat. a t  Stone Stteet Bkidge and heacM miuth actou
the Houghton (otChivnicat) Atm. This pt ivate atm
KU4 the Loading point son. one o6 the LaAt kegutak
commacia tka66icA on the M I .  Untie. 1974 At6ked
Matty'A boatz caxxied phoAphoko4 waAte 6tom
Atbkight and WiLson'A chemicat wokk/s to  the
RattZechain makthote at Duaey Pott. Theke wene
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once -two akm4 here wi th  a shared towpath but  onty
one Zs Zi,e2. i n  watek. Moon a t  Whimsey Midge Son
-the excettent hopping 6acZeitieh i n  Oldbury.
Jwst beyond .this bnLdge alte the o66ices o6 T.  g S.
Element, a  Shun once weet-known a4 canal  cakniekis
but now onty involved i n  koad tkawspolit.

The Otdbuky and M a d e  Loops o6 -the canat weke
cut o66 by imptovement4 i n  1821. A d ry  Aection o6 the
Oidbuky Loop can be 6attowed between Bi.kminghczm Stkeet
and Bkom6okd Road, where Chukch S.tkeet ik idge AtLet
AtandA, b u t  t i t t l e  et4e kemaie. The only tkace o6
-the Made4 Loop -≤2s the  M i d g e  a t  the. San end,
where pakt o6 the  Loop became a  ba)sin a6ten -the
istAaightening. ßnadu LocIz a n d  -the Gowen Manch
6ottow on -the ‚ t ight.  16 intending t o  cAwiAe .through
Nethekton Tunnel de)scend -the toclys and j o i n  the New
Main Line.

A6tek Stewakt Aqueduct -the New Line joiws the
Wednabuky (Led Canal a t  -the bcittom o6 Spon Lane.
Loch and paAAeA a  t o t e - s l a n d  and two tunnoven bnidgeA.
The zecond, a t  the. Aide o6 ikom6okd Midge, tows b u i l t
becauze .the towpath an the n igh t  paAt -the Mom6okd Ikon
and Steel  Wonh wws cio4ed. As San tvs t he  Izon Old Tunn
toop -the New Line .us an ,bnpkoved 4ection o6 the
Wedne)sbuky Canat and theke Zs anothek ewity ovek6tow
we-ik. on -the l a  t .  The ec- t ion o6 new canal t ha t  cwt o66
the Izon loop 6ot,tom and -the. Wedne)sbuky 0td Canat
(map (UOC1) Zeaveis on the n igh t  a t  Pudding Gheen Junction.

The canal. 6kom Wedneisbuky to  13-i)uningham wet, -the
64 . . t  'section o6 the  BCH to  be opened, on 6th  NovembeA.
1769. ThZs wa,s no t  ctkpk-ZSing (125 the  main object ive o6
-the ok ig inat  pkopouzi 6ok the 13,01mingham Canal wa4 a
connection wi th  -the WedneAbuiLy m ine .  The towed c o t
o6 caAkiage by canal had a clkamati.c essec-t. The )te-ta-Le.
pitice o6 coat  i n  BiAningham was hatved and i n  1770 theke
was moke coat detiveked than the -town cowed wse.
0,tiginat 4-tiutetuiLe /5, . is  any e x , ü t ,  atong -the (UOC,

M110
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Wedne4buky 0.ed Caned.
(including the Ridgacke Beuich)

A6ten Pudding Gneen Junction the "impnovementA"
o6 the New Main Line ane Ze6t behind and the am
Cana head's towakd4 the once ptoductive coat meaAuneA
south. o6 Wedne4buky. The WOC .us p k e d o m i n a n t i y
an indurtniat canal but the many baAinz, Wun4 and
bkanche4 b u i l t  -to Aenve 4actonieA and mLne4 have
atmort comptetety dizappeated. Only the Lange
tnanzhipment 4hed (no.t viAibte 6kom the canal) and
ttacez o6 the ztabtez math. the 4Lte o4 the Atbion
interchange bazinz, now occupied by a zteet
4tockhoiden (GKN). The odd name o6 GneetA Gneen
po44ibey dekivez 4Aom a tocat depoisit o6 gnavet
(nghit").

Ryden Gneen Junction i4 notewokthy Son the
kemakkabte odouA4 which o6ten issue 6kom the nearby
chemicat 6actonieA. Bean £e6t here son the .through
route to the Tame Valley on WykLey and Ezzington
CanatA v ia  the Watsate Cana, on continue along the
WOC towakd4 HadZey Bn,idge. ThiA .us dated 1864 but the
bkickwonk in  the middle o6 the Midge appewo to  be
much olden than that on either side. Thws the date
ne6eAA t o  the widening o6 an eantien bkidge, which
itAet6 may have been a neptacement (c.1800) bon one
on the 8CN Awivet on draw bnidgeA, on i t  may even
have been contemponaneouz with the cane.. 16 .hits
were the case then i t  woad be the olde4t bnick
arch bnidge on the 8CN. The 6ine dooms helve ate
6itted with Ad-too to  azziAt the paAzage o6 hoAeA
to and 6nom the canal below.

At Swan Midge Junction the Ridgacke Bunch
ties ztnaight ahead and the okiginat t ine o6 the
WOC, which became known az the ScalA H i l l  Branch,

on the te6t.Swan Midge intenchange bazin has

WOC1



wEs-r

4 CH-

-14

EI

RYDERS
GREENGREEN
JUNCTION

Ro)iNseni BRoTKERS
emipitc I L
TA R T N E A c Tu S E R S

SHE? I N A P L E Y  BRIDGE

PHOENIX STREET

R u D 6 E  ? H
L I T T L E Y

LT D .  C o V E R O

r---\
SROS  F C

G R E A T  B R I D G E  S T R E E T

GASOMETERS

SWAIJ

VILLAGE

SWAN BRIDGE
TUNCTION

WORKS)
SANDY GAY W E R E

OR E l l e t t * ?

. . . 4 . e --
--••. ,  4- . .  •  4 -  -  4.,  ,.. e

t  A . +  -  + -  4. -
I .

/  1
% + + -  +  -

453'
LEVEL

CtuvER

i t  E D o o C

F i C E T ‚ o o s

-  -  ( S T  ATFEALD SmRE
%R.'s! R.ToETRER)

--.(paws) («UR&
LIMN '

heft.LOCKS

5
Do£

BANK
TL NC.

T o p  L O C K

RYDERS
GREEN LOCKS

Cr ( g .  FALL 4 0

S WA N
RATES B R I D G E

GP>
TNF rTioetRE
STEEL n o w
c o . L T D

SWAN B R I D G E
RAILWAY
OJT ERCHA/1.4/
BASIN

BALLS HILL BRANCH

P

GDGr
BPVIKE

GP 74_
EH E . T E c E s T  c A F E

BRIDGE — )
— + - -  + — . —

I B A C k L A K E
C U I E R Y )

r,DILDL£Y

1PeP



been keAtoked -to navigat ion but  the kemaining 41
mikez o6 the  a id  t i n e  haz been tevetZed zince i t  wuz
abandoned i n  1960. I n  zp i t e  od i t z  name the canat
did not  extend az San as the  town 06 WedneAbuky, on
the oppoAite Aide o6 the  v a t e y  o6 -the Riven Tame.
Inztead i t  dottowed the contouk atong the  zide od the
vattey thkough GotdA Gkeento neap the WedneAbuky -
13iJuninghtun koad. Un6ontunatety theke 4..3 nothing heke,
eithek i n  the 6onm o6 zukviving canai ztkuctukez on
a moke modekn memokiat, t o  ind ica te  t ha t  the WOC NU4
the 6 i kz t  zection o6 the  ßCN t o  be opened, and tha t
the kezutt ing many yeau od pkozpekity Son the  kegion
began wi th  Wednezbuky coat.

The Ridgacke ßkanch

Theke -us no winding hote atong th iA m i t e  bkanch:
Swan Midge Junction us the  i a z t  point  wheke i t  i 4
pozzibZe .to -tann a boat t ha t  iA Longek than the width
06 t he  came. The kectamation and tandAcaping wokk a t
the junct ion and atong the  Ridgacke have been cakkied
out by the We t  MidZandz and Sandwett CouncitA and the
SCNS.

The Swan Vi t tage Gazwokkz, mo4t 06 which wa4
demotiAhed i n  1975, i 4  o6 h i z t vk i ca t  in tekezt .  I t
waz b u i l t  i n  1825 by the biZeningham and Staddondzhike
Gaz L igh t  Co., one 06 the  two companiez t h a t  zuppCied
11i2uningham. One 06 the  d i k z t  actz a6 JoAeph
Chambentain when he became Mayon 06 8ikmingham i n  1873
wa4 t o  begin negotiationz 6ok the pukchaAe 06 the  two
gaz companiez by the Cokpokation. The pko6itA 6kom the
municipal. zaie 06 gaA wehe then uzed to  hetp oddzet
the co r t  o 6 boAnowing don. 1ws ambitiows pnogkamme -to
impkove zewekage, pub t i c  heaLth and AiUM eleakance.
Theze wehte imob.ems t h a t  SLeningham had negected bon
many yean's and dkazt ic act ion WU needed. The pkogkamme
waz a  4UCCe4A and "Mummagem Joe" Chambektain'z
keputation waz made.

W0C2/R1
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The. ex-GWR zy3tem i n  thi4 cutea ausseh.ed zeveneey
6kom -the. nationati>sation and cloisune 06 line4. Swan
Lane. a t  one. time had thnee level cno44ing4 and two
/signal boxeis within a 6ew hundked yands. Now thene
ane. none. However the WMCC hais convented 2z m i t u
06 the. &sued  Binminghtun-0.1oZvenhampton main Line,
6kopn Swan Lane. thnough (Out 13nomwich into a. "Pcutlzway".
Thi.4 us dehigned to be toed co a 600tpath, a4 a tnoil.
Son joggeit.s, who can woe. -the exene-Use equipment
pkovided a t  vcvtiows point4, and a4 a cycle tnack
(-the. 6inist l ink  -in a pkopo4ed 40 mile koute anound
Bininingham and the. 13tack Countny). Then.e are abso
notice bocvtds explaining the. geology, natunat
hi)stoky and indu2stniat akchaeotogy 06 the. koute. A
Lea6t.e.t giving 4unthen detaibs i)s ava.≤.eable 6kom the
WMCC Rearming Depantment, County Hale, Bnntingham.

The. ico t  Atnach 06 -the Ridgacne paisu4 a. hou4ing
uta te  on -the. l e g  bedoke 'teaching what ?nut be. -the
.e.eafst in,spining tenminu4 on the. 13CN. L t  n o t
unpleafsan,t but iac.12.4 a 6octus 06 inteneist, and
6acLeLti..e.4 ake atmoAt non-exiistent. Chadken may 6e.el
that a V Zei 4.t .to -the pe.aygkound matze4 -the. who-le tn ip
wonth-while, az -the. z.e,i.de on -the. -side o6 -the kUte
mtot be. one. 06 the tongut  in  the (Ue4t

The zhont (about ;  mile) llantmouth and Hae.6on.d
ßnanchu wene opened i n  1828, one or two yeakis ct-ten.
-the. Ridgac_ne. The Pantmouth and the. JeJszon lkanch
(an o“41toot o6 -the. Hat6ond) have completely
di)sappeaned. The. coun4e os the. Hae.6ond Branch can

be. tnaced, aLthough mo4t o6 .the canat hais been
in  on. d k y .  L t  ,i2 a pi ty  that the. navigable

6ection 06 -the Ridgacne wa4 not extended a Sew yand6
6unthen dulting the. kecent dnedging and landscaping i n
thtis wLea, and the junction with -the. Hat6oh.d excavated
-to 60/un a winding hole.
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a t  laxindtey14 Spon Lane Lock z, on  on the loops o6 the
Oed Main Line towands 13-amingham, wowed be the oldest
on the zyztem.

The New Main Line continues undek Albion gxidge
past the Union ßnanch, which once connected wi th  the
WOC on the night ,  t o  A a i u n  Junction and the Gowen
Mane*. FoZeow the Le6t-hand -towpath a6tex Union
Fwtnace 8nidge i 6  intending t o  walk to  Skadez Lockz.
The Gowen skanch, opened i n  1835, wad, bwiet  a6tek i t
had been decided not  to  continue the New Main Line
acn,m4 t he  area known as t he  Is land towand's Tipton.
However be6one the ßnanch wa4 6inizhed the deciAion
had been kevekzed and the  Iz land Line was compeeted
i n  1838. Foieow the Gowen. 8nanch and azcend snadez
Lockz i 6  heading bon Dudley Tunnel, and the Black
Country Museum. The top two lock ,  a t  ßnadm 4onm the
only ztai tcaze pain on "nizek" on the 8CN. Thi.A a
a double Lock where the middle gate and .9/wand paddeez
zeAve both a's the  top gate and paddtez d o t  the bottom
Lock and az t he  bottom gate and paddevs doe the top Lock.

The O a  and New Lines axe now running pakattee a
dery hundred yakdz apakt. The s ide bridge on the Old Main
Line adtek Bkadez Har t  Junction t h e  w o u t  on the  8CN,
a, t h e  deck o6 the  bridge ha's completely diappeaned and
only the inon beans remain. Fuktunateey i t  i z  pozzibee
td avoid the !midge by waking ackozz -the waste Land
behind. A t  T i v i d a e  t o l l  nwvtowb t h e  °ye/Wow weir ha's
a n a i l  sloping gent ly  down to ground Level to  ease the
pazzage o4 towing-.Pine. A6ten Dudley Road and Gilbeitt)3
btidgm t h e  Old Line keachez T i v i d a e  Aqueduct ovek the
Netherton branch. There i z  a  water po in t  hidden i n  an
umnanked box ( 8 0  key) a t  the ban end o6 the Aqueduct
and a sani tary 'station on the ßnanch below.

The New Main Line exozzez a  long enbankment, which
includez two aqueductz, t o  Dudley Pont Junction. The
embankment zu66exed a AehiOUA breach on 9th Septembek
1899 and 4iX miles o6 the  13iAmingham Level were dnained.
The 6okce o6 t he  water cut  a chasm 80 yands wide az i t
pouted i n t o  the  adjacent manthoee, which had probably

ML11
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been woeked too ctoAe to  t he  canal and weakened the
embankment. Ratttechain beickwoelez was atmoAt Awept
away and i tA en6oeced cLoAuke theew many tocat  peopte
out o6 wonk. The embankment wa4 kebu i t t  and i t  wuz
peobabty a t  th iz  t ime t ha t  the aecheA cateying the
two aquedectA wene extended. Tunn t e6 t  a t  Dudley Pont
Junction 6oe the Netheeton Tunnel stanch. 16 walking
towakdA aiemingham note t ha t  the tunnoven Midge a t
the junct ion .us the l a b t  be6oee the Gowen. Skanch.

Netheeton Tunnel waA b u i l t  to  eet ieve the
congeztion on the Dudley Tunnel route and waz completed
i n  1858. The engineek KUA Jame4 Watkee, who had atteady
bu i t t  the Tame Vattey, RuAhalt and Benttey CanatA. The
tunnel haA t w i n  towpath w i t h  paAzing ptaceA bon honAeA,
Aeven a ie  Aha6tA, and 4.4 Aeventeen 4eet wide a t  the water
level .  I t  wa4 t i t  by gaA and & t e n  by e tec t k i c i t y  genenated
by a tukbine a t  the aqueduct. The tukbine house and the
pipe cakkying watek 6kom the  Wotvenhampton Level_ to  d r i ve
the tukbine can A t i i t  be Aeen. The tunnel has keeentty
(1984) ke-opened a6tex a tong cloAuke bon nepainA.

The OM Main Line pazza theough an indu r te ia i  area
that  has been betten days t o  Dudley Poet Midge. There
were whakveA and wakehou4eA here handting goods t o  and
6kom Dudley and the "Old Poet Hotel" Atood u n t i l  the Late
19704 on the A i t e  now occupied by a cwt Aateeoom and
gaeage. The .industry t h a t  has accompanied the a d  canal
Aince Smethwick givez way to  housing eAtate4 atitek the
ea Tway bridge. Thomas Monk, a  canat cateiee, had a base
newt Tipton junct ion i n  the  ea/ay 18004. He ran a
pauengek 4e/vice on makket days 6/tom Tipton to  Sinmingham
which was 40 AucceAA4ut t h a t  by 1830 L t  had been extended
to nun da i l y  t o  Waveehampton. The boat was a  "packet"
named "Euphkatee and had 6 ikAt  and second e a u
accommodation. The Aekvice continued u n t i l  the Stout
Vattey Railway opened i n  1852. Theke -L4 no tuknovek
bridge to  t he  Dudley Canal and the mort d ikect  noute i 6
on 600t i4  t o  Leave the Old Line a t  the next bridge,
turn e igh t  oven the canal and then keep t u t t i n g  L e t
un t i t  you akkive a t  the Dudley Road Bridge.

ML12
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The Dudley Cana' T'w.o-t kunA tk ipA i n t o  -the tunnet
and the ik  e tec tk ica t ty  powered boat's a re  momed when
not i n  use joAt  paAt -the Atop Zack. The embaekation
point iA on the -tunnel „side o6 a  _Cocked gate on the
towpath, and unteAA Apeciat akkangementA have been
made ( tee :  021-520-5321) t h e  onty access dok pedeAtkianA

theough the /Mack Countey Muselim. The MuAeum L
based on an indu‚steiat vLUage a-o i t  might have been i n
-the Last centuky. The houses and shops have oeiginat
Sit t ings, -there i4  a  pub, a  boat dock and some
inteeezting naexow boat's inctuding a  "eaitway" boat  and
an -ice-breaker. As Pudtey Tunnel has no towpath boa-to
had to  be "Legged" thkough by the boatman t y i n g  on hiA
back and walking along the  .tunnel. watt. The Tunnel i 4  a t
pkuent  clo-sed tioe eepaie but  the TkuAt axe continuing
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-to nun shoot tkipA t o  CaAtte M i t t  saAin and Cathedeat
Akch. Thete i 4  atAo an exci t ing scheme -to conAteuct a
branch Pam the main tonnet t o  one oti -the caveen4 i n
.the undekgkound Limeztone wokkingA. I  S the  .tunnel
keopenA 'see Map D5 6ok entity eegutation4.

The OLd Main Line windA theough Tipton p a i l  the
Coeonation Gardens on the Lest and the Owen Stkeet
kedevetopment on the night ,  Th-ZA X:3 an a t t r ac t i ve  and
imaginative howsing scheme'-that btendA i n  wef t  wi th
-the canal. ACC AekviceA axe avaitabte along Owen Street
and a v i , s i t  to  "The Fountain Inn" ,  headquakteu c)
"The Tipton StaAee" might be o , m e r e s t .  A 4hoet
induAtniat isteetch Leads t o  Factoky Junction, wheke the
OLd and New Main LineA l e - jo in .  The kecentey unovated
MatthouAe AtabteA axe j u s t  be6oee -the Junction.
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The New Main Line continues along the  embankment
6nom Dudtey Pont Junction and cuzzez -three mone
aqueductA. The 6 inz t  i4  a  modern conekete tnough which
neptaced Tet6ond'z aqueduct i n  1968. The second C/LOYS4e4
the naigway and UWA i t z e t 6  once cnozzed by the Zink
between the Stott& Vagtey and the Watzatt-Dudtey Zinez.
The . third, Puppy Green Aqueduct, i 4  an otden Athuctune
with onty 8 '3 "  headhoom above the /Load. Dixon'A ßnanch
jottowA t h e  nakkowz pnotecting the  embankment. Th,i
j m i te  branch was opened £n the 1820A and ran to  the
HonAetey InonwonkA, where the chakacteniztic BCN
tunnoven bnidgeA were cast. The 6inm also bwWt the
b- 4 . t  inon zteam-zhip, the. "Aaron Manby", i n  1822 and
the Dome o6 DiAcoveky ban the Fezt iva l  o6 Bni ta in  i n
1951, ass we t t  ad counttezz bnidgeA, piehA and z tee t
buiidingA erected i n  many paht,A o6 the  wontd.

When the LAgand Line Wa-s COnAteieted i t  connected
with a branch 06 the  Tipton Green and Tate End
Communication (zee a&o (U3) a t  Puppy Green. Th-t j o i n e d
the advt .  carat  between Loch, 3  and 4 and then anothek
branch nail az dak u  Thkee Furnace ßnidge. Theze bnanchez
were upgraded to  become pant og the  New Line and Factony
Loe(u were conAthucted to  naiise the c a n e  to  the
Wotvekimpton Levet. The TG g TEC hay, been 6.c Led i n  but
the Tipton (keen Aection haz been Zand4caped and i 3  used
as a  600tpath. This /MVPS through the chamber 06 Lock 2,
which A t i g e  i n tac t .  The boat yard j uA t  pcto-t Wateky
Lane Junction occupies a  do/men /Lai/way .interchange
bar. in. Thkee Furnace Branch way, unuzuaZ i n  t ha t  the
pCat6ohmA 06 Tipton z ta t ion  wene b u i t t  oven i t .

Factony Lacko Ahow zevekat intekezting 6eatukez.
Theke Lo a  6.ine canti tevek bhidge a t  the t a i t  o6 the
bottom tock, and the ßCN gauging z ta t ion ,  on weighing
dock, .vs nex t  to  the  top cock, The gauging 06 boatz
waz undektaken Ao t h a t  -the amount o6 cargo caknied,
and hence the t a t ,  cowed be quickty deAvunined. New
boatA had t h e a  6neeboand meazuked a t  6oun point's when
empty and when goaded wiAwe igh t z .  The t o t t
cottectom woad be in6ohmed 06 the  "dry  .inches"
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cokkezponding t o  a  pa t t i cu ta t  tonnage and cowed
2azi ty check a  boat uzing a  gauging nod. J u r t
beyond the Lock i d  a  6oatmaniz Mizzion Hatt ,  now
uzed az i ndu r tn ia t  ptemizez -  {yon in6okmaZion
concekning theze Hattz zee W8I. The top tack haz
no bypazz ovek6low we ite. Th iz  ZS a  chatac te t iz t ic
o6 ate. 8CN top tockz and was t o  meet the tegat
obligation t h a t  any zukpluz wiz ten oney ovek6towed
into m i t t  ztneamz, kathek than kan t o  wazte down
the lockz.

The z i t e  06 the  GWR Tipton kailway bazinz,
now an indur tn ia t  eztate, i 4  on the t en t  a6ten
Tactoky 8kidge (nmeed adtet  a neakby zoap 6actoty).
The unique t i 6 t  Midge i n  the gtack CountAy Muzeum
once zpanned the canal between the two bazinz hehe
and a chain tezt ing (on pkoving) houze ztood on the
6ax bank un t ie  vandalized beyond t e p a i t  i n  the mid-
19704. Thiz p u v i n g  houze wuz z im i t a t  -to the  one
z t i t Z  standing a t  Pnimtoze H i t t  (zee 08), except
that  the chain4 coutd be winched out  o6 the boatz
in to the  buitding, tez ted  undek ztnain,  and then
Loaded in to  kaitway wagon4. Thuz tez t ing  and
tkanzhipment cowed be camied out  on the zame z i t e .

Anothen Long Loop o6 the  Otd Main Line waz c u t
o66 by the conztnuction 06 Cozetey Tunnel., opened
i n  1837. The otd canal., t h e  Wednezbuky Oak Loop, M s
on the n ight  a t  8loom6ieed Junction. The zouthetn
zection NUA abandoned i n  the 19504 atthough .the
nokthekn pa t t  i z  z t i t t  navigabte as 4an az the  lAtle
wokkshopz and pumping 'stat ion a t  stadtey (WOLI-3).
The New Line entenz a  cut t ing a6ten g toomie id  t o t t
nakkowz and untezz the  6ence by Wattbkook Litidge
haz been tepaited thete i 4  accezz t o  the  zhopz i n
CozeZey (1  mite walk atong Centnat Vkive). Cozetey
Tunnet uxcz b u i t t  with a 6u t t  width o6 watet and twin
towpathz, although the nezt o6 the  impkoved t i n e
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The Wedneisbuky Oak Loop

This ( a t 4 o  known a4 t h e  Skaaey Branch
on -  a  ke6tection o6 t i ts phezent tkuncated t a t e )
waz a  panticutakty tontuouz £eng.th o6 the  OZd Main
Line, 6ottowing the  contouk hound Coetey (Hunzt) H .
Pkopo,sat4 t o  c u t  066 the  Loop by a c a n e  nom Deep6ietdz
to Stoom6ietd weke made az ewiLy au 1793, and when th i4
impkovement wa4 6 ina t t y  compteted i n  1837, i t  reduced
the diztance 6nom 41 mitez by  way o6 Skadtey to  1 i
mLte, .through Co,seZey Tunnel. The Loop regained home
o6 i m p o k t a n c e  az a  -through route,  b u t  -to -the
Waizatt and Tame Vattey Canat4, when -the ßkadtey LockA
dkanch wa3 opened i n  1849. ThiA connection, which wowed
have been a uze6we atteknative north -  'south route
-today, wa4 etoAed i n  1961. The 6outhekn pant o6 the
Loop, inctuding the  Ockek H i t t  8nanch, wars abandoned a
hew yeanz eakt iek.  L t  waz onty  -the tnanz6en 06 the  5(0
wokkAhop4 6kom Ockek H i t t  to  8nadtey i n  the eakey
1950z t h a t  's au t h e  kemaining m i Z e z .

In the eakty nineteenth centuny Mackey was t he
centne o6 the  kegion'4 i kon  indu4tky, based on the
wokkA eztabtizhed by John " Ikon Mad" Withinzon between
1766 and 1772. Then the canal tnavenzed a  typ ica t  Stack
Counthy £and6cape with coke-oven's, inonwonkz, engine
houzez and bnickwonizz 's et amongzt coatpit6 and 's poste
keno. Today the route windz ,through a  mix -tune 06
tez ident ia t  and i ndur tn ia t  aneaz, mor t  06 the  dezpotiat ion
having dizappeaked i n  kectamation 'scheme's, ass i 4  evident
'soon a6ten £eay.ing -the Main Line and pazzing under
7eei6.ieedu Bridge. On the £e6t one ouch 'scheme i4  -1n
pnognezz on the z i t e  06 Cappon6iad Cott ieky whiLe on the
night bazinz and whanvez, OA t h e i r  nemainz, cure the only
obviou4 indication's t h a t  .there wene once zevenat
cottieniez whete there -  now houzing and open 'space.

Cappon6ietd Pond was an impontant 'source o6 waten
bon the sa l  wi th  two pumping enginez wonking i n  1813.
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The 4uppey wa4 no t  ket iabte howeven, (14 mining
ac t i v i t i e4  &mined the pond, and i n  the gneat dkought
o6 1326 on ly  4000 iock6ut4 weite pnovided dnom th i4
4ounce, compated wi th  65000 tOCklitti4 PLOM mines engine4.
One engine was moved to  Ockek Hi te  and the othen 4old
i n  1833, although waten wuis ‚ sa te  obtained 6nom cot t ieny
engines i n  the anea, pak t  o6 the  co4t 06 the  engine4
being pa id  by the Company.

Sevenal 06 the  bnidge4 on the Loop had intniguing
name4, i n v i t i n g  4peculation a's t o  t he in  onigin4. deue
Button Midge wa4 one; Rotton Btunt Midge on the clo4ed
zection another. A6ten Capponiiield Stop them_ i3  a  wa i l
topped wi th  banbed wine and bkoken gta44 6on 4evenat
hundted yand4 on the ted t  -  an extkeme example o6 the
p a i c y  o6 ne4tnict ing acceu t o  the  canal dnom neanby
hou4ing estates. The Bayek enamet wonk4, necentey
demoli4hed, u m  a  neminden 06 one 06 the  indu4tnie4
(japanning lAffl another) 6ok which a i a t o n  NUA renowned.
The damou4 co l l ec t i on  06 BiLston Enamel's i 4  now i n
Bantock Howse Mu6eum i n  Wolvenhampton. A pakt icuianty
wete-pte4enved no l l e t ,  de4igned to  pnevent abncbsion 0d
the bnickwonk by towing-l ine4, can be 6ound uncle& Bantu
Midge.

The came now paue4 thnough pant o6 the  GKN
Sankey comptex. Thi4 U vun i 4  penhap4 be4t known dot
the manu6actuke o6 automatic vending machine4, b u t
Bank6ieed Wonk4 pkoduce4 etectkicae taminate4. Funthen
lange wünks alte along Vudeey Stneet and Banktiietd Road
towand4 t h e  centke 06 s i a t o n .  L i t t e e  nemain4 06 the
intekchange b a n  on the ied t ,  on,  aSten Pothou4e
Midge, o6 the  Loop cu t  o66 when the l i n e  wet4 4tnaightened,
although the dan end 60/un4 pant  o6 the  basin a t  the
3W8 Wolduhop4.

Witkin4on'4 Hate Fietd4 inonwonk4, togethet
with a44ociated mine4 and engineeking wokkz, coveted
88 acte4 and i n  1796 ue4 ne4pon4ibte 4on one-eighth 06
the countky14 inon pnodäction. The only 4ign now 06
th,bs indu4tn ia l  a c t i v i t y  alte two gnauy  hil lock's i n  the

WOL2
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4choot ptaying 6ietdis oppozite the BWB Depot, and
the War Memmiai pekched on top o6 a 4poit heap.
Wiikin4on KW4 the 6ik4t to tea toe that a 8outton
and Watt 4team engine cowed be cued to pkovide the
bta4t lion a coke-(Aced 6uknace, and -thus he Sneed the
indu4tty i t 4  dependence on watek powek. He cowed
theke6oke bwUd hi4 wokh4 41n the South Sta66okd4hite
coat6ietd, wheke coking coat and ikon depozit4 were
ptenti6ui and time4tone near a t  hand. So istkong wa4
his betie6 i n  the 4ui tabi t i ty  os ikon Son atmo4t any
putpo4e that he paid hives wotketz with ikon token,
taunched the 6 i u t  ikon boat in  1787, and way, bukied
in an ikon cotitiin in  hi4 own garden when he died i n
1808. A c u t -.ikon puZpit he made £6 i n  Hatt. Green
Stkeet Chapee. "Ikon Mad" he may have been but he
died a mittionaike and owned eight os the £arge6t
£iwnwonh4 £n the countty. He waz ae4o invoived with
the Shkoohike, H i n t  Coat., and Shkew4buky Canat4 -
the £attex a t  the time o6 con4tkuction o6 the ikon
aqueduct wt Longdon-on-Tenn.

06 the many pwnping 4tation4 tha t  wete once
active on the BCN ()ay Bkadtey iA 4 t i t t  kegutanty
£n u4e. The okiginat 4team engine ha4 been 4upeueded
by h tee  4ubmemibZe eteett ic pwnp which ate operated
4ing4 on .together, when the 4upp.ey 6kom Cha4ewatek
and Rotton Pakk he, aVOiA4 £6 in4ufii icient. Each
pwnp detivem 1000 gatton4 a  minute (appkoximatety
two £och6weu pet houk). The water £6 o6ten h i g h t
orange owing to the pte4ence o6 ikon oxide, and has
a di4tinctive 4mea. The Za4t Sew yakd4 o6 the Loop
axe u4ed a4 mooking4 Son an £ntereu-ti.ng zetection od
8W8 cealit, and the pataphetnatia invoZved i n  came
maintenance can be.4een 4cattexed around the yard.
Them ZS now no 4ign o6 Tup Stkeet Bkidge and t i t t ee
keffa6,2 o6 the rein o6 the Loop thkough 8atman4 H i t t
and Wednabuty Oak.

WOL3
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Strom Factory Junction to Wotvekhampton onty ha's one.
The .tunnel towpath .vs wet in  peace's and a -torch woad
be use6ut bon pedeAtAianA.

The otd Cannon Foundry, mtabtiAhed i n  1826,
4tood on the towpath bank a6tek Deepgeed4 Foot
Midge untie demotizhed in  1982-3. G a s  cookeu
alt. At i te  manu6actuted in  a modenn ptant on the
other Aide o6 the 'Load. The yard o6 At6Aed Ma- ty
g Sows (no tongek owned by the Matty 6amity) .Lb a
6eu, yandA £untheh on the tees. Thi4 i 4  one o6
the hew canal cat/ l ieu that  ha4 managed to adapt and
AuAvive though the decline o6 commeAciat tka66ie on
the 8CN, 6.0ust by cankying induAtAiat waAte and nubbi4h
and tatteAty by contact  dnedging. Although the company
al 4o hags others inteteAtA (eg. ckaneh) 4 j :cont inua to
operate tugA and mud boat4 on the BCN. The navigabte
section o6 the Wedne4buny Oak Loop Ls on the night at
Deep6ietd4 Junction and is worth a v i s i t ,  paAticutaAty
i6 the Stadiey pwripz axe opeAating.

Atthough the canal. (nom DeejojieZdA to  Atden4tey
wa4 upgraded in  the 18304 i t  waA not  4tnaightened
and the Main Lae wind( along the contour p a t  a
huge anew o6 de/Lelia Land. Thih .us a l l  that AemainA
o6 BitAton Steei WoAkA, where the taAt ilea At 6uAnace
i n  -the. Stack Countny operated un t i l  1980. Thule i4
now a pAopoAat box opencaAt mining on the 4ite. 16
thi4 -us approved i , t  wite neautt in  a tandAcape
AeminiAcent o6 the Stack Countky in  day4 gone by.
The canal Ls ve'ty induAtAiat bon the next 22 miteA
into Wotvekhampton, atthough zome o6 the 6actonies
have clo4ed in  recent yeaAA. The 6oAmeA woAkA o6
John Thompson g Company, where the boi teu eon the
Fettvuu, Monton and Clayton Ateam nankowboat4 were
made, 6ottow Jibbet Lane Seidge.
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Wolvekhampton was exceptional Son the  numben o6
naitway-canat intenchange " 4 t a t i o n e  -that were
con4tnucted. The 's i te o6 one, E t t ing4hat t  good4
shed, was j u s t  be6one Rough f l i t t 4  Stop. Thi4 was
unusual a4 theAewa4 no ba4in and boats mooned on
the Main Line white cangoe4 wene tnan4hipped.
Ana-then, Ch i t t ing ton  Whan6i i 4  zome J mi le  along
the canal' by Bit4ton Road Midge. Th is  n o w  the
beat example o6 an £nzte'uihange baAin on the BCN.
The baAin, Ahed and naitway tkack's a re  a i l  i n  good
condition and 6onm pant o6 t h e  Woivenhampton Steel
Teeninat. Tnan4hipment 4 t i t t  occw h e n e ,  Laing
-the crane on the l e t  o6 the  baisin, b u t  now Ateet
i4 tkanA,iekked (tom n a i l  to  road ra ther  than to
canal. Ch i l l i ng ton  [Man.() o t  h a t o A i c a l  intekeAt
and muAt be a  prime candidate Son pteZehVation.
Addit ional notewonthy leatuke's cute the watt along
Chitt ington Stkeet, b u i l t  o6 Sta66ond4hine blue
bnich4 w i t h  red bkick panel's on the outer  4ide,
and the  bottand4 a t  the gate/to t he  yard to  prevent
damage by wagonA. Shnubbeny Intekchange'lkAinA oppo4ite
the pantty demoti4hed powen 4tat ion have diAappeaked
under the  8n i t i zh  Oxygen works.

The p i a -box on the connen o6 Commenciat Whan6
Ls pkesumably a  wartime ke t ic .  Even AS the t iket ihood
o6 enemy in lantny OA 4aboteuh4 advancing along the
towpath wa4 remote the thkeat to  the  SCN 6nom bombing

very neat. A4 mo4t naid4 weke a t  night  Atop planhA
weke placed i n  the gkooveA i n  bridge hote4 and nakkom
every evening and removed the dottowing monning.
Thu4 t h e  canal was breached only a 4hont Aection
wa4 drained. The Aide bridge on the n igh t  begone
Hon4etey Field's had home l i n e  home tAead,  M i c k
kidge's designed to  pkevent the ho' e  Al ipping, u n t i l
a ga4 main was Laid along the  towpath i n  the 19704.
InAtead o6 the  bnichwonk being replaced when the
tnench l«2 6 i teed a made conenete nepain wa4 cat/Lied
out. Such vandaii4m can be Alen i n  many placeA o n
the BCN and kegect4 badly both on 80/13 and Went
MidiandA Gas.
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Houeley Field4 ßkidge ha4 been a t tkac t ive ly
painted undenneath and the junct ion w i th  the wo tey  and
Bzington Canal 6o l lom on the n ight .  Tibbs pnovide4 an
atteknative noute to  Bifuningham v ia  Waüat t  on. a much
mone kukai jounney -to Sal6ond Junction than aiong t he
Main Line. Theke ane a number o6 nineteenth centuky
building4 6(9u:feting t he  canal a4 i t  appkoache4
Woivekhampton Tunnel, inetuding Union M i t t ,  an  impoAing
6ive 4toney bui ld ing w i th  cast  ikon cotumn4 inAtead o6
i n t a n a l  w n i i 4 .  M i t t  Stneet Intenchange Bazin,s, whene
cangoe4 wene lowened in to  boat's thnough the goon  o6
the goods 4hed above, have been 6 i l l e d  i n ,  (1.4 has Fe t t ow,
Manton and Calyton' A l b i o n  What6, al though dome og the
building4 4unvive. A no l len  pnotects t he  bnickwonk on
the bend atitek Conn H i t t  6nom abna4ion by towing t ine4.

Wolvexhampton Tunnel, 6wel width and wi th  a
dry towpath, was b u i l t  about 1850 when the caned.
wa4 d iver ted to  a l low the conztkuction o6 the  High
Level Stat ion. The cam a t  the B A depot was t he
oniginal Une o6 the  canal. Theke i 4  ampte mooning
'space by the ketaining w a i l  b u i l t  o6 dunnace - lag
(cinden) on  a6tet  Broad Stkeet Bn i dg e, where the
4 i te  o6 Hay Basin ha4 been landscaped. Both
.this ba4in and the pkeviou4 one 'shouted a  4iding
6kom the  main kailway l i n e  and were coed a4 4malt.
intekchange ba4inz. ViAitOitA -to Wolvenhmlipton
by canal are pnovided wi th  a map o6 the  town,
something r a i l  tkavelleA4 have to  do without !
The main 4hopping centke Ls along L ich6ie ld
Stneet.
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13e6oke Leaving .the top tack 06 the Wotvenhampton
g i g h t  note the. oknate tamp bnacket on -the. Lock
cottage, and the ca4t- ikan kekb and 8CN we-ight
ne)stniction not ice on Li-t-ttetz Lane Midge.  Ti t -ifs
us one. o6 4evekat. ok ig ina l  bkidgeA on .the 6 t i gh t
a -though L t  -i)s no t  btLeit a dine exampte d u n > s t a t l .
Pank Midge by Lock 19. The nemain3 o6 a  gate
acno33 the  towpath cctn be. /seen a t  the e x i t  dkoni
-the bkidge hate. The. Lange black bui ld ing on the
led t  ,us the  t)taws hipment slted 60A. the Henbent Stneet
intekchange baisin. The v o n  ent 41ted da,teA 6nom
1935 bu-t the ba3in waz cmstnucted by the Slytembtay
and 13i)uningliam Railway i n  ,the eaniy 18503. The.
S 8 R  had 'Leached Way enhcunpto n i n  1849 and
a-ethough L t  had funning powenz along the. LNWR
Stoun Va t e y  t i n e  to  tWoninglicon thi.s WC1.4 no t
compte-ted u n t i l  1852 and the. S 1 3 R  d id  not  gain
acceisds un-t i t  1854. An intexchnage baisin WCZA thenetione
b u i l t  3o t h a t  dkeight could be. 6onwanded -to
13i)uningham. I n  1854 the. S X 13R amatgamated wi th
the. G(UR. The. LNWR OA° had an inten.change po in t
hehe a.3 one. 06 t he i k  Aiding4 tan  atongzide -the
basin by Lock 2. Thu4 i d  one inctude2s -the. Midtand
Railway Canal depot on the Wnytey and E43ington
theite wene. AiX takge and thhee 4,nct,ei tkanAh.ipment
poin.ts i n  (Votvenhampton. S i x  wene openated by
.the LA/WR, athough ctimodst ceit tainly not  a l l  wen.e.
i n  Luse. a t  -the. 3ame t w o  by .the GWR and one.
by -the. MR.

Thene. wene whakvez on bcoiws i n  alino4st eveky
pound 06 thi is 6L ight  unt i l .  n e a c h e d  Lock 15 and
.the S.ta66otd Road. 13e-eow Lock 9 the  Whan6 by -the.
Counc-i,l incinenatok lict4 gained a  new Lease o6
and bo.e.tand4 ane pnovided 6oh, boatenz wi.shing t o
MOIL and di)spo4e o6 nubb.i.sh. The. tep-6 on the.
0663ide a t  the. - ta i l  06 Lock 10 have an i t  teiteisting
modenn addi t ion i n  -the. doiun od a  conekete channel.
Thi4 i)s -to d ivent  watet down -the. zteim £6 -the_
cuiveÄt ccvikying the  oven6tow 6nom the, pound above.
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becomes bZocked. 16 on 600t pass under. Fox's Lane
Bkidge and not  along the  path to  the  n ight ,  which
,i2S soon zepakated likom the towpath by kai t ingz.
The 6okmek GWR l i n e  -to Wolvekhampton Low Levet,
now oniy used by coat titain6 t o  Z e d  was powek
stat ion,  ckozzez the  canal between Lock 11 and
12 and iA 6oliowed immediately by the 22 akch
Stour Val ley Viaduct.

Theke i s  a  watek po in t  by the gander o6 the
demolished tack cottage a t  Zock 15. This waz t h e
6oukth cottage down the l i t i gh t ,  t h e  th ikd
okig inal ty  being by lock 10 but  £ateiL moved -to
Lock 9, and the second by Loch 5.  The Likidge Inn
has been alteked out  o6 a t t  kecognition and i s
now uzed as induetk ia t  pkemizez. The EZectkic

a d I i I h n . . , I I  , ,, vtirl
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Con4tkuction Co. along the Sta66ond Road KU4
kapowsibLe 6ox the Livekpoot Ovekhead Railway
in 1893 and the genekating Aet 6ok the South
Sta66okd4hike Tumway4 (Au. map W8). The canal
paueA undek the high btue-bkick S & BR Oxtey
viaduct a6te& Lock 16 and the 4ukkounding4 become
afrio4t kukat, wi th the kace coukAe on the te6t and
Ackub and gkautand on the night. The 12 akch
viaduct UUA the notthekn t im i t  o6 MuneVA bkoad
gauge and i t  cakkia the only ex-GWR t ine to be
eteetki6ied.

OunAtatt Pakk Midge a t  Lock 19 i4  Aupekb and
aZmoAt cektainty dateA 6kom the opening o6 the
canal. Note the batteh o6 the 6ace o6 the Midge,
to add 4tkength, and the cukvatuke o6 the top o6
the akch. To have tepeaced the tkadi t iona paddte
geak on the .lock gates by modekn hydkauticA iA
4ukety inexcuAabLe i n  Auch a Aetting. Like the WatAatZ
Light the Watvekhampton "21" have one odd ,lock, No.20,

which ha4 a d inge bottom gate. Okiginatty theke
weite only 20 tack's i n  the 6tight, wi th  the bottom
Lock having a depth o6 10 6eet. ThiA Ku4 40 waAte6ul
o6 watek that the Companty pkopo4ed to bui ld a
keAeAvoik to 4uppty i t ,  atthough theke Zs no Aign
o6 th iz .  I n  1784 the tack uu4 kebuit t  with hat6
the depth and anothek tack bu i l t  above i t .  ThiA toaA
at the time that John Smeaton weA engineek 6ok the
skoadwatem ExtenAion and the 8»uningham and Fazetey,
on both o6 which he uAed Aingte bottom gateA.
He waA pkeAumably aiAo invoZved in  the wokk heke
and adopted the 'same de4ign 6ok the new tack -  the
pkment No.20. The kebuitt Lock 21 .lead to  "Cut End"
at Atdekzety Junction. Un6oktunatety the t o t t  hou4e
that once 4tood a t  the Junction has been demoti4hed
and the btidge, now minus i tA Lamp btacket, haa been
eepaiked with conekete.
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THE BIRMINGHAM AND FAZELEY CANAL:
Faemeez M idge  .to Sai6oed Junction

(including the  Digbeth Manch)

Map 8F1 beginz w i th  the  Newhatt Mauch, one o{;
the two temninat anmz oti the  Oid Giemingham Canat. I n
1769 the b o a t s  -to being coat  4eom WedneAbuey
wehe untoaded on th iA beanch a t  Feiday Midge,  which
at  t ha t  t ime makked the end o6 the  navigation, az the
zxtenzion to  Newhatt and the cum -to Gaz Steeet and
Otd Whae,i wete not  opened unt ie  1772. Theke waz
conzidetabZe aegument ave.& whexe the BCN Ahoutd
teeminate, t h e  Company aZteeing .they. oe ig ina l  ptanz
and 6avouting Ga4 Steeet/Otd Whae6 bu t  eventually
being competted by an Act  06 Paetiament obtained by
the tandownek t o  complete -the canat t o  Newhatt.

W e t  pazzing Tindal  Midge theee i z  a  zanitaey
Atation and watek po in t  and an in taeAt ing  co t tec t ion
ob canal buiZdingz (BCN houzez No: 41,42 and 43 alte
bezt zeen 6eom Kingzton Row). Undoetanatety the  canaZ
Ahop and intioemation centee haz now etoAed. The
Cambeian Whanti development hehe won a C iv ic  Teur t
awatd bolt Sifuningham Ci ty  Councit i n  1971. Jamez
8eindZey Walk 6onmus paet 06 th4z and ALMS bezide the
canaZ as 6ae as Summet Row, pazzing the  "Longboat"
public houze and a  plaque commemoeating the  SCN'A
bicentenaey. The centee 06 Bidwningham can be /Leached
by waZking aZong Cambeidge Steeet. The eezt o6 the
Newhatt Manch ha's been ZevetZed, as atso have
GibAon'A tunneZ, t h e  SheopAhike Union and Felioubs,
Monton and CZayton waeehouzez i t  pazzed undet, and
-the Zock up -to two bazinz wheee the  Repeetoey
Theatee now ztandz.

The BiAmingham and Fazetey began as a  peopozai
by a eivaZ company 604 a canal pcom -the coZZieeiez
at  SiZzton and Wednezbuey t o  Fazetey, w i t h  a  branch
to Siemingham. The BCN immediatay saw the theeat
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thi4 canae po4ed to the i t  monopoty i n  the zuppty
06 coat and a t ivety  pubtic and Pattiamentany battZe
began. Eventuatty the 13CN ttiumphed by obtaining
apptovat to zet up a new company, wi th an aimort
identicat i i z t  od phophietonz, t o  extend the
Wedne4buty Snanch tvwandZ Waizatt and to bui ld a canal
()tom Fanmeh.'z 6nidge to Fazetey. A yeah_ ad-ten thiz
Act had been pazzed the two companies amaegamated,
the Fazeeey Cana wa4 compteted in  1789, and tta66ic
to 8i2uningham WO /Stete in  the handz od -the SCN. John
Smeaton KUA engineet 06 .the new canal and the conttactot
4ot the zection 6tom Famnat.4 Btidge thtough Sat6otd -to
Minwemth was John Shea4by. John Pinkehton was conttacto.
40n the temaindet and, az on the Wat4att and Dudtey
Canaiz, h iz  wank wa4 unzatizdactohy. Adten many yea/us o4
haggiing oven dinance Pinhenton 6inatty Zibeteed the
BCN etetk and wa4 6ined £200 and zent to phizon doh
a month.

The 8 g F .leaves the Newhall 8nanch a t  Fa/mm.14
dtidge Top Lock and dezeendz the "Otd Thitteen" to  the
372' Levee (the "New Thin teen" we/Le the iockz on the
Tame Valley Canat). Thiz ( L g h t  wa4 once AO buzy that
.there were tong queue 0 6  boa-to waiting don the Zochz,
even though they wete open day and night. Lamp4 weke
ptovided 6ot night wohk and the po4t4 and ahmz bon
.there can be zeen by Lochz 2 g 3. They may well  have
been ekected in  the eatty 18004. Ptopo4at4 ü n  a
patattet g i g h t  to eaze the gow 06 thaddic were put
6otwatd in  1830 but the area wa4 40 heavily bu i t t  oven.
that the eztimated cort  1444 ptohibit ive. Re Leh wa4 not
obtained unt i l  the Tame Valley Canal, which ptovided
an aitennative haute into Binmingham and the Stack
Countxy, wa4 opened in  1844.

Some o6 the zenze 04 encto4ute around the top dew
Zochz i4  being to4t  a4 watez are demoti4hed but th,a
400n hetuhnz az the canal pa44e4 uncle& Satutday Skidge
and entehz a narrow canyon between t a t t  buitding4.
Space dot building WUA a t  Ouch a pkomium that  the
dactohiez hene were conzttucted oven the zide poundz

8F2
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o6 the  tockz. Theee .us a  4kip phovided 6ot  AubbiAh by
Lock 7. The Bitmingham Mu4eum chi Science and Indcat ty,
bu i t t  on the z i t e  od Etkingteniz Etecteoptating Wokkz,
6otiouus on the i e6 t ,  Exhib i tz  inc lude -the Jame4 Watt
pumping engine etected by the 8CN a t  Smethwick i n  1779,
jewettehz, naitmakeh4 and gunmaket4' wetkAhop4 and a
zteam .locomotive, t h e  LMS Stanien Paciti ic "C i t y  o6
Bitmingham". Fon many yeah4 t h e  Museum ha4 6itmoty
tutned i t 4  back on the canal, atthough the BCN ptayed
no Amatt pa t t  i n  the 4 to ty  o6 Bihiningham indu4t ty.
The gate -to Newhatt S t tee t  ha's been kept tacked and
anyone on the canal wizhing .₹o v i 4 i t  the Mu4emn 6ace4
a .lengthy detoca. However thexe ate now ptan4 t o  open
up the towpath az a  canatside watk and son the MuA eum
to be t inked to  t he  canal. One wondeez why i t  haz taken
Ao tong do t  the BCNiz azzetz -to become obviou4.

The 6amouz Biemingham Jewettety Quattet i 4  beyond
the Muzeum and a  atAo wonth a v i A i t ,  paet icutaety i 6
accezz a  made eaziet.  The aechez i n  the 4ide poundz
by Lock 8 ate  the eemainz o6 tivemee buiedingz t h a t  again
made the maximum u4e o6 avai tabte Apace. The modeen
equivalent B e i n d t e y  Hou4e which Attaddte4 the  canal
below Lock 9. Un6oetunatety thiA haz btocked the view
(,4 the  theee aechez o6 Newhatt Stneet Midge, and the
conceete uzed i n  i t 4  conAtAuction a  n o t  zo a t teac t ive
as t he  ()nick o6 t he  buiedingz duethee up the g i g h t .
The bottom gate o6 Lock 11 i z  eevemed wi th  the heetpoAt
and batance beam on the o66zide, peezumabZy becauze o6
the eezteicted zpace on the towpath zide.

Snow K U l  Stat ion ha4 been demotiAhed and the z i t e
o6 the  ptat6oem ,ZA now a car  paek but  the bt idge,
atmoAt a -tunnel, which once ca t t ied  the tkaelm A t i t t
eko44e4 the  canal. The c i t y  centee 4hop4 axe a hew
hand/Led yaedZ 6tom Otd Snow H i t t  and the/Le e a z y  accezz.
Along the  H o o i t a t  Pound ate  two unuzuat beidgez. Bakken
Midge haz one 4-Lde east .von, t h e  othen b t i ck ,  and the
Midge catty ing Lancaztee Steeet haz t he  back o6 a
mina /  6oeming pant  o6 t he  parapet.
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The Digbeth Mau i '

Th,i4 stanch iz  m i Z e  i n  length and connectz with
the Grand Union (Wanwick g Si/uningham Canal) a t  Wakwick
Ban. I t  v e r y  much an indurtniat canal and -L4 almost
completely .isolated (nom -the City around i t ,  a4 .there
i4 only one point wheke i t  a  possible to gain accezz
to the towpath. This i4  a t  the 6 i t z t  bnidge a6tet Azton
Junction, wheke a gate and zpitaZ ztaitcaze were erected
in 1983. This cooed be a sign o6 change 6ot the better,
ad the City envitonment and open up towpath waikz i n  the
City centre.

The date o6 opening o6 the Vigbeth Branch u s u a l l y
taken to be 1799, the yeah in  which the Watwick and
sitmingham Canal wad completed and the Branch became
-impontant as a  .through route. I t  waz probably part ly on
even wholly open some yeaA4 be6ote .this, as i t  wad
authonized by the Binmingham & Fazeley Act o6 1783.

A4hted top lock v,  a  hew hundred yand4 (nom Aston
Junction and Lo hollowed immediately by Azhted Tunnel.
Do not 4takt to descend the lock un t i l  you have checked
whethek there i4 another boat i n  the tunnel. I t  them_ iz :
wait. Othenwi4e one boat wi l t  have to teveue az theme Lo
no pazzing place. I 6  appnoaching (nom the oppozite
ditection do not entet the tunnel i6  a böat iz  descending
the Lock (the tuzh 06 water out o6 the tunnel when the
Lock £4 emptied iz  a miming to  wait).  The towpath
continues -through the tunnel. but i t  Zs wet and uneven i n
places and pant o6 the handkail had dizappeated.

The pumping station beyond the tunnel has been
demoti4hed and the teci tcuat ing pwnp i t  hou4ed wad
putchazed by Henry Fond bon a muzeum i n  Amekica. The
Zock poundz down the (Light badly need dkedging and
are vent' shallow away (tom the main channel. Below the
bottom Lock the bkidge4 cankying the kailway to Curzon
Street and New Stteet (nom anothet tunnel, th i4  time with
a 6u.0 width o6 water and ample head/worn.
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The 6 in4t  naitway to  neach Binmingham Ne4 the  Gkand
Junction t i n e  6kom LivekpooZ, which wa4 compeeted to
Vauxhate. i n  Ju iy  1837. The 6oteowing yeah the -eine
wa4 extended to  Cunzon Stneet, wheke the London and
BVuningham Railway atso opened a 4tat ion.  Both
4tation4 became good4 depot4 when New Stneet ways
compteted i n  1854, b u t  the impoising entnance t o  the
L g  BR 4 ta t ion  4 u / w i v e ' s .  Both companie4 had
-to con4tnuct viaduct4 t o  keach Curzon Stneet. T h u e
can be4t be zeen- nom Luweey Stneet, whene i 4
obviou4 t h a t  the GJR viaduct hays anothek viaduct on
top. Thi4 b u i e t  when the tnackys wene nai4ed to
nun in to  New Stneet.

The Grand Union Canat joLn4 the  Digbeth Branch
oppo4ite the near o6 -the Gun-Bak/Let Pnoo6 Hou4e
(anothek 6ine bui.eding). Twat Ze6t here bon Wanwick
Ban and the ant  deco 4 t y i e  FMC wakehou4e. Do no t
attempt -to pass t o  the  n igh t  o6 t he  i..top iysand:
the top o6 the  4ubmekged wei t  j o u s t  below water
ievet.. The Digbeth Branch continue- 4 t k a i g h t  ahead
to Digbeth 8a4inys, now de4ented and 6oxeokn. 16 you
can gain access -to Fazebey Stneet note the boundary
stone i n  the bkidge panapet, and .the elegant 6acade
o6 the  FMC bui td ing.
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There L  an awkward nannoce under. the A38 be6one the
caned. reaches Aston Junction. Bean n ight  lion the
digbeth Branch on tukn te t i t  undo/. the "Honzetey"
bnidge to  continue -towards Sat6ond Junction.

Az-ton .top £oc!z bot tom immediatety and i 4
unusual i n  having -two bnidge4: t h e  "Honzetey" and
the at tnact ive otd bnick Midge a t  the t a i i .
Theoneticatty one tunn-oven (midge would be adequate,
but thexe i n z u 6 i c i e n t  'Loom bon zuch a Midge above
the .lock. With i t  z i ted  a t  the ta i l . ,  home, coming
6nom FaAmee'z Midge  and taking a  £Lne acn.o t o  the
Digbeth Branch (  on v ice veua)  would inten6ete wi th
boat's using the  .lock. Hence anothen bnidge wa4 ptovided
ban t h i z  tAa66ic. The next two £ocfz4 aL6o have 6eatukez
o6 £wtenezt. Locfz 2 haA a  gate paddle on the bottom
gate, an  unusual 4-Lght on the SCN where tack's w i t h
'single bottom gates one nonmatty emptied by pound
paddteA. The -top gate o6 Lock 3 u n d e r  the new
DaAtmouth Middteway Midge and th i4  ha's been b i t t ed
with a beam bon t i 6 t i n g  the  gate when i t  needs
neptacement.

The Gnazebnook btowing engine (zee D6) .c,ß nearby
i n  Dan,önouth CinCla and a detout can be made t o  view
th-bs. Leave -the canal by -the pazzage by the top .lock,
tunn n igh t  i i -to M i t t  Stneet, ct imb the  ztepz a t  the
tiara end and walk tit/tough the subway t o  the  middle o6
the Cincuz. Retwtn v i a  the next zubway on the  n ight .
Thiz teadz i n t o  Chezten Stneet and .there -LA access
back t o  -the canal aCAVAA t h e  oven.61ow wei t  a t  Lock 3.

Indurtniat  and commexciai pnemi4eA cont inue to
bondek the 13 g F down the B i g h t  az ban ad Sat6ond
Junction. When pa4i. L o c k z  7  g  8 took up a t  the
extravagant Victonian anchitectuke oti t he  bui ld ing
taweking oven the canal on the n ight .  The cotouned
bnickz and decorative cotumn4 and arches a re  cektainty
impnezzive although handty i n  keeping wi th  the
. industr ial  pnocezzez o6 a  gazwonhz. Lock 7 has a
canti lever boot-bnidge a t  the t a i t ,  w i t h  a zmatt gap

13F4



eustHALL7)
SACILLY . •

4—
/

11
40

I 4
• •  I

I 4
4 e  I

4

rsAgo&
simstiTi Co. LT)

r--
0

sToN
PH L O C K S

7) ( 3 3 -  RISE / 0 ' )

7.

14/11.44)oot.

4—tetsgorg

par
..414‘AA.lis) ` "  _ e r e  \

4

.1,18 VotYNCE Itttrincer
M. E. B.

MEAN (0141101.

_ - - - - < • • (  BY r - -
Ttio8A1 tittottlgott
tWetWFUS BuInf«./‘

FAROAY
BRINES

(POF
•114.1.5)
;,,,,>• We'

f

EP _.1=41 r e

(sTsalEs) 9 5

SouedDAIS PoS1 ❑•D
?"".

(T.I.KRIHATtoN
p i t « )

HOLB00.14 H I L L
I ( B I K E  rod-

woiks)c

FdEi-EsfE%WORItf)Ir- f l

•

rJSKor

43
\

t
omit  Hie P I  _U"

. T  r  I c g a t i l dg in

DowLEi's

BFS

(YriudiSti
wows)

LOA:HINE
Alkrer

E A U

CAFE,
1 TA

s B 1 4 . 1 4 4

110

1 0 0 k

Lo2ELLS —+
f r R  5 F I l t a

PHr —  " A S To L l  4181101. LOCAL 1 0 8 0 0 . .  L

14'13 e n d s -
5 iloP%4 a D A M S  C E  ELLEUEY0a

T. I .TußEs
LTD.

' A M A  a. 9.

:101.
' M E L

ULALLIMA
MAL( )

TA

( P C ) t
C L o C k

r o W E R
• L.

ANsEtts
THE

icier»!
liREIJE 1'3;

40

Lozeus

5110r5 WITTOW,
PERRY- 4
BRIO

P)54:A4,4PC
Myer ME u1'
CENTRE

PH
AdoWitliltfirioµ

5111/181))

(BUY TAW
Ldo *Ks)

)G
• sra,
♦ ors♦ FC

ASTot4
STATION



on the towpath b ide wide enough 6ok the towing-Line,
thuA avoiding the inconvenience o6 having t o  unhitch
the houe ab a boat pa44ed undek the bkidge. Accezz
to the outAide wontd .us not easy atong th,bs Length
o6 canae but i t  ih pozzibZe to neach Avenue Road by
Leaving the towpath jco t  be6oke the BCN boundary p o t
and waking ackozz the deketict indurtniaL z i te.  Theke
are 4evenat o6 theze conckete BCN portz between here
and the bottom o6 the &eight. They are not ab attkactive
az the eantiek cazt-inon dezign and the zigni6icance o6
the Letten "0" i4  not eteak. Theke ih anothek ztniking
Victonian building, i n  ned bnick with deconative wank
oven the window5s, a t  the 6o/men BR Azton Depot i n
Avenue Road.

The in4utiption on the bnLdge cakkying Rocky Lane
£4 a  record o6 the Late nineteenth centuky zyztem o6
tome government. Local Boakdz weite the bone-kunnen4
o6 the Urban Diztnict Councii4 which weke eztabLizhed
in  the mid-1890z. The Azton Manors Board wowed have been
nezponzibLe bon the bnidge beewbse i t  was not coveked
by the oniginat Act o6 Paktiament don the canal. (index
zuch Acts .the canal company had to pnovide road bkidgez
and aZzo to  bui ld accommodation bnidge4 don .the ownen4
o6 Land bizected by the canal. 16 extka bnidgez were
required a t  a Latex date then the Landowner on highway
authoAity had to meet the cort.

The old Atailee bwading and yard by Lock 9 alte
un6ontunatety not accezzibLe 6tom the towpath. Theke £4
a gate into Thimbie Mi t t  Lane by BCN hou4e No.70 but
this £4 o6ten Lacked. 16 you can obtain peiuni,s3ion to
tae i t  note the 6ine wrought ikon akch at  the z i te  o6
-the Azton Manor Bneweky. Locfz 10 haA a  neveued bottom
gate with gate paddeez, and a cantiLivek (midge -to
6aciiitate wokking the Loc(z. The gna t  pound o6 the
g igh t  £4 hemmed i n  by t a l l  buiLdingA, now deknic t
and with the koo64 removed ( to avoid payment o6 rate.?).
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AcceAA to  the /toad 6/tom the od6Aide 06 Lock 11
6  ackou wa.o.te ground used a4 a can paitk and .us only
open duking wokking houkA. A t  othe& timez the gates
are .Locked. Just  a6te& Wontd Wan 1 the Dunlop Rubber
Co. ran a paAAengek boat Aekvice bon the in employees
between Hobo« H i t t  (hot AAtpn Station) and Font
Dunlop, 2Z miZeA along the 13 g F p a t  Sattiond Junction.
The wonk4 had no tkain Aekvice and theite weke no buAe4
avaitabie at  this time. The Aekvice .Pasted 6/tom Apkit
1919 to August 1920 and oven 5000 paeeengene a  week
wene cannied. Five 6ty booth' weke coed, each eeating
about 100 and 6it ted with etectkic £-LghtA and hot-water
heating. An eanty 6o'un o6 outdnive engine me u4ed
very AucceAA6utty on the boatA. A petnot engine wa4
batted on the cabin nooli and the dkive tkanAmitted to
the pupetton via two 4ha6t4, one honizontat and one
mounted venticatty on the Atekn

The canal now /tune pakatet  with the A38 to
Sat6ond Junction, pact a cto4ed hike boat base and
ackozA an aqueduct oven the Riven Tame. At  iAkegutat
intenvat4 aiong the towpath .since Fatmek'A Midge
theke have been wooden poAtA, Aimitat to bottaiLd4 but
in impoAAib.te po4ition4 6on. use cus ouch. A6tek Cuckoo
Bkidge i t  Lo more obviou4 that  the4e ake the 4awn-066
AtumpA 06 tetegkaph pateA, which once cakkied tines
buide the canal, into the heart 06 Sinmingham.

" S a t 6 o n d  Junction Ls dominated by the Gnavetty
Hit t  Motonway .interchange, and thexe 44 bone-dry
dust whenever the elevated koadA covet the ground.
Tukn £e6-t here bon the Tame Vattey h a t 6  night
bon the remainder 06 the B g F, o r  4hakp night bon
the 1Wuningham and Wanwick Junction Canat. Opened
in 1844 thi4 2i  mite bypaued the A4hted and Aeton
gighte, eaving 11 .Pocks on the t r i p  6/tom SokdeAtey
-to Sat bond. I t  became peat 06 the Gnand Union i n  1929.
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THE TAME VALLEY CANAL

The Tame Valley Canal was 6iAst pkoposed in  1810
alitek John Rennie's sunvey 06 the BCN system, but  the
Bill. was withdtawn because 06 opposition by tandowneAs
and othek canal companies, and doubts a t  that time
about-. the extent and value o6 .the minexat xesounces i n
the area tkaveksed by the canal. I t  was not un t i l  1839
that the 'duns weite nevived and when i t  opened i n  1844
the Tame Valley was thus a relat ively late addition to
the netwoxk. I t  was intended to xetieve the congestion
at the Faxmex's Stage Locks by puviding an attexnative
route -to BiAmingham and the &Adz Countxy, t o  serve -the
mines towaxds the Wednesbuxy end o6 the caned., and to
'close .the Valley o6 the Tame against 6utuxe pu jec ts ' .
The l as t  o6 these aims was pexhaps encouraged by memo' ies
o6 the batt le 60A. the Samingham and Fazetey (see BF1)
where the BCN had namowey de6eated a scheme bon a canal
&tom Wednesbuxy to Fazetey, which would presumably have
60FJowed a simitak route.

The Tam Valley it iustxates how e i v i t  engineexing
teahniques had developed since the days 06 the eakty
contour cants,  paAticutaxey with the stimutuz pkovided
by the advent 06 the Aaitways a hew years be6oAe. The
canal is wide and stAaight with twin towpaths, the
tacks are grouped together whenever possible, and tka66ic
is no iongek hindered by naxxous a t  (midges and aqueducts.
There axe massive embankments and spectacular cuttings
spanned by bridges high above the canal. James Watkex
was the engineek. He was also tesponsibZe 60A the
Bentley and Rushatt Cana ts and the constAuction 06
NetheAtrn Tunnel.

From Sai6oAd Junction the caned. /tuns past a .tOLL
.island and under. paid 06 the motOAway intexchange.
Sevenat 06 the support columns cute in  the canal but
axe not an undue hazard to navigation. Bixmingham

TV1
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way, one o6 the 6inzt Lange indu,st&iat town4 to  have
a piped wate& zuppey and Sat6okd Rezekvoik, opened
in 1831 by the 8i2uningham Watmemks Co., mouthed the
Atakt o6 th is development. The zoukce 06 the waten.
was the Riven. Tame un t i l  ze&iou.s pottation made i t
unzuitabte ( i t  iz A t i i i  heavily pottated). The
pumping 6tation j u r t  be6one the kaitway bkidge
pant 06 the Watemokkz AyAtem.

16 waking the towpath i n  eLthek dikection CAD44
oven. Witton Taknove& Skidge, a4 a l l  other koutez are
impauabte. The night-hand towpath hautty exi4t4
between Sat6oul Junction and thL4 point and the te6t-
hand one L blocked at  the next btidge to prevent
unauthoni4ed accezz to  the Lange GEC wonivs wh,Lch bander
the canal. The Grid Houze below the well kept bottom
Loch 06 the Petky Bak& 6!-Lgh-t UUA the intake 6on the
necincutating pwnp above the, Lock. Only the Soundation4
06 the pwnp hou4e remain but the Lange pipe that can&ied
wader up the g i g h t  can be zeen by Deykin Avenue Midge.
The dikection zign by BCN houze No.77 has p&e4umabty
been moved 6nom Sat6ond Junction.

The Pe/ow 8akk Lockz, known az the "New Thin-teen"
to diztinguizh -them Strom the "Old Thirteen" a t  Fakmeez

axe in  three gnoupe: a  pain he&e, Sour a t
Cottege Road, and a g i g h t  06 zeven at  Pexky Pakk. Take
cake .L6 uzing the tadden4 below the bottom gatez 06 the
tockz az zome have nungz mizzing on very worn. The
zuAkoundingz become tezz indurtniae aster Bkookvate
Road Midge but the M6 moto&way, never San away Strom the
Tame Valley along th iz  zection, keappeaAA and 01044e4 the
canal. The No.1 Re6Lux Valve below Lock 11 um pant od
o6 the keeikeutating pumping zyztem, as atzo WUA the
No.2 Valve be law Lock 7. 8 y  uzing theze vatvez the Slow
o6 water coact be kevehzed and the poundz dkained Son
maintenance worth. On the oppozite Aide 06 the canal Lo a
4pontA ground with a miniatuke railway 'tanning bezide
-the towpath.
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The Ahadt 604 the Penny WeP.e pwnp i 4  i n  .the
containek base above Lock 11. ThiA was a  Auppt.y pump
kathek than a keeikeutatoky one, and aithough pumping
haA n o t  occult/Led 6ok many yeau 13W13 A t i i i  ketain the
night to  use the Aha6t i 6  necezAaky. Theke i 4  a  typicae
"HonAeZey" bkidge Apanning the  in6iZied a u  between
Locks 9  and 10. I n  contnaAt to  Aome o6 -the ottlekpantA
oti t he  8CN theke weite veky tiew baAinA and aArinA along t he
g u t  6ive on A ix  miZeA o6 the  Tame Va-.ley. ThiA i 4
paktty becauAe o6 t he  cutt ing4 and embankmentA which make
the conAtnuction o6 baAinA d i 6 6 i c u t t  but  even more i t  i 4

kegect ion o6 .the tack o6 induAtk iat  devetopment. Theke
wa4 no mining a t  th,ZA end o6 the  canal and the 6ew
6actokieA t h a t  weke b u i l t  akkived ke ia t i ve iy  -a te

•(GEC was -a te  nineteenth centuky). TheAe wehe Zakge
woekA w i t h  song caned. OontageA and pke6ekked canal Aide
whakveA nathek than baAinA.

The M6 again Ck044e4 the  canal be6oke the ti inai.
6i ight  o6 Aeven iockA. Wi l l i  a  park and Atadi.um on -the
£e6t and a view back oven the motokway them ake
keAonabiy pleasant to  work, although exceAAive use
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conetete bon tepa,LA4 detnae,ts dtom the appearance od
the Lockz. Petty Re4etvoin a t  the bottom od the 6Zight
Ls not a canat. Aehehvoih but pant o6 the aLtmingham
watetwotkis 4y4-tem. Lock 2 has zteee bottom gates dated
1963, when i t  waz 8W8 policy to zubztitute these Son
wooden gatez needing tepiacement. Luckily the policy
has changed and 8tadeey woekzhopz are 4 t i t t  manudactuking
wooden gates Itheke was a wohkz petite dated 1982 a t  Lock 8)
There L a n  atthaetive group od caned_ buildingz a t  the
top Lock and accezz to  Waizaii Road. IS on boot i t  iz
advizabte to cibm4 oven to the tedt-hand towpath a4
thiz L4 eaziek to walk doe the next mile on twv.
The 8W8 adventizement board heke has 8CN i n  the
zinguian although the t i tee  was changed to the piukai by
the Company in  1794.

The canal now entehz a deep cutting with Fneeth
GAidge ckozzing high above. There MIA a  John Fneeth
who wrote an ode dot the opening o6 the 8CN i n  1769,
but i t  4:4 mote Likety that this btidge and Fneeth
8hidge on the AngLezey Branch (zee (UE14) wete both
named adten the John Fneeth who wont-zed dot the 8CN
Isoit. oven 50 yeast and tetined 6kom the pozition od
ceekk (chied executive) i n  1842. There i4 anothet
Midge on the Wytiey and Ezzingten known az Fkeethz
Midge (zee WE11) but  hehe the dehivation i4 uncektain
az i t  iz  uneikeey that i t  was b u i l t  i n  -the flame pen Lod
az the othen two bilidge4 ( i n  the 18404). A6teh enengAmg
6hom the cutting the Tame. VaZiey chozzez a tong
embankment and two impnezzive aqueducts, with views
actozz Handewohth to the GPO ,tower i n  centhat
ßihmingitam. The Piekcy aqueduct has a segmented .lion
through 4uppotted on cast--iron beams with zide arches
don the towpath's. The zpouthouze Lane aqueduct L a
compZetety di66ekent dezign with a Ainge stone arch
in6iiZed Soh some diztance down with ohnamentat
bhickwonk. The nahhoum a t  the end o6 the embankment
axe a za6eguand in  caee o6 a ()teach in  the canal, as
ztop piankz can be .inserted each zide od the Zsiand
-to 4tem the Low od water.
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Hamtead Cottieny ba4in, now b u i l t  oven, wa4 a
6ew ya&d4 6unthen along the  cane.  The p&e4ence 06 a
cott ieky heke L n o t  an ind icat ion t h a t  the canal had
pa44ed onto the  pxoductive Middee Coat Mea4ukez bu t
nathet t ha t  they cute now a t  a xeazonabte depth below
'none recent xock4. Since Sat6ond Junction the boater
and waken have txavetted back thkough app&oximatety
100 mitt ion yeaA4 o6 geatogicat t ime i n  teAm4 o6 the
koala they have cx044ed. They began on the Thia4bie
4and4tone, .eaLd down about 200 m i n i o n  yea us ago,
pa's'sed acx044 p t o g k e u i v e 4  olden nock4 whi te
cocending Pexky Batt  Lock4 and axe on ca&boni6ekou4
Lippe& Coat Meamote4 about 300 m i i t i on  yeau o.ed by
the ba4in. Ham4tead Cottieny /Leached the  "Thick"
coat bean a t  a depth o6 2000 beet i n  1880, and i t
tea4 one o6 the  t a4 t  mine„4 on the BCN to  etoze. I n
1908 thene wa's a  di4a4txou4 6 ike  a t  the p i t  i n  which
24 mine/t6 and a xezeuex died.

A deep wooded cut t ing 6ottow's w i t h  two make vexy
high bnidge4: Chimney Midge and the  modern Scott
Btidge. A view 6nom above can be obtained 6xom Scot t
Bkidge which Zs ea i t y  acceu ib te  6xom the towpath.
The canal emeltgeh &tom the cut t ing and pa/34u hou4ing
e'state's be6one teaching anothe& motonway junct ion:
the M5/M6 .interchange. Tulin n ight  a t  Newton (Ruzhatt)
Junction 60k the Ru4hatt Canal. on continue along the
embankment towaxd4 t h e  Watzatt Canat. Thexe axe
4evexat mane aqueduct's, t h e  (Jus t  i 's a  4ingte arch
oven the Rivex Tame, t h e  'second a  modern conekete
tit/Lough oven the M5. The .cotter p k o t e c t e d  by a pain
06 na&koum wi th  gate's t h a t  axe duigned to  eto4e
automaticatty wi th  the /wok 06 watet i n  the event 06
a breach. BuAteehoime M i t t  'stood be. ide the Riven_
Tame bon about 400 yean4 u n t i l  i t  wad demati4hed i n
1971. A t  one t ime i t  wad coed a4 a  4 i i t t i n g  m i t t  t o
produce iXon nod's 60k naiteh4. Two 6u&the& aqueduct's
take the cane  aver the Grand Junction Raitway and
the Otd Watsait Road t o  a  th ikd  cut t ing ,  L e s
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attnactive than the.pteviouz two but z t i i t  imptezzive.
The huge Bu4ttehotme zand pitA one. now uzed bon wa4te.
di4poisat.

Beyond Ckankhate Lane idtidge the Manor Houze
.us on the .Wt .  ThiA beading date4 6tom the
thikteenth centuky and Ls pkobabty the 6inezt exampte
o6 a medievai timbek-6kamed hate i n  existence. I t
wa4 punchazed by the Locat Authotity in  the 19504 bon
demotition but examination o6 the ztnuctune keveated
what wa4 hidden under aid bkickwonk. I t  haz now been
ke4toked and opened az a  ticenzed teztautant.

A4 the canat Ch.044eh another embankment and
Hatetey Heath Aqueduct the town o6 Wednezbuty ,its on
the 'tight. Thiz un6oktunatety achieved notoniety az
the zcene o6 viotent anti-Wezieyian '.iota i n  the 17404.
The wont o6 these wa4 -Ln 1743 when John WeAtey wa4
atmo4t puzhed down a coat mine by an incenzed mob.
Hottoway Bank wa4 6okmekty much zteepet and pazzengenz
on the Hotyhead to London coache4 had to diAmount
and with white extra hon4e4 hauted the coach to the
top. I n  wintet H i l l  Top MA 4clid to be the cotde4t
peace on the journey.
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The canat hete ZS on the Middte Coat Meazune4
and ha4 become much mote indu4tniat. When bu i t t  i t
cut acnou the end 06 the Dank,, Branch (4ee W2)
ju4t beyond the taitway bitidge and t o t i  -Wand but
i i t tZe  kemains o4 th iz  junction. A4 the watetway
apploachez Ocket H i t t  the cooling toweAz o6 the
di4u4ed power ztation come into view. Un t i l  they
mite moved to Btadtey in  the 19504 the main 8CN
wonkzhopz were on the h i l t  behind the power 4tation,
at the othet end 06 the Ocket H i t t  Stanch 6tom the
()id Main Line. The4e wotkzhopz, i n  addition to
uncle/I-taking koutine maintenance wonk, atzo produced
4ome very unusua eana.2 enact. I n  the 18904 -they
bui l t  a "6an boat" Got dtaining zhott zectionz 06
canat without a ztuice. Stop ptankz wene inzetted
at each end o6 the zection, the can boat KU,5 flunk
neat one end, and a zcoop-wheel i n  the z t a n  i i6ted
water overt the 4top gank4. The wheel waz driven
by zha6tz 6tom a 4team engine and boitet mounted
on anothen boat -  the "engine boat" -  which temained
in the adjoining zection 06 canal 4 t i t e  in  water.

Le44 4ucce444we wete boats 6i t ted with two
taitway Locomotive boi teu and a pwnp. One boitek
produced 4team to dnive the pump which cikeutated
watet thtough the othet boitet, whene i t  waz heated
be6ote being netanned .to the canat. Thi4 ingenious.
4y4tem «uo developed in  the 4eveke winten 06 1895-6
when tta66ic on the 8eN umz hatted by ice. Un6oktunatety
-the boatts wene unable to cope with the condition's and
the experiment wa-s abandoned. I n  1906 the wonkzhopz
buit t  a pet/Lot engine to xepiace the 4-team engine in
the 8CN in4pection Launch "Setene". Thiz Launch
temained active un t i l  the 19304 by which time motor
vehicte4 with the i t  advantage4 06 4peed and convenience
had taken ovet .its note.

A gnat. aqueduct oven the Riven. Tame takez the
came to Doe Bank Junction. Twill Zelit bon Ryden 's Green
and the Main Line on t igh t  bon WaLsate.
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THE DUDLEY CANAL

Dudtey Caned. No.1 Line

The ohiginat phopozat soh the Stoukbhidge and
Dudley No.1 wa4 doh a Aingte canal 6hom Stouhton to
Dudley. Howeveh the BCN AucceAAtiutty opposed thi4
s i i i  and two Aepahate 4cheme4 Wiowing the dame houte
wehe then put tiohwand. These wehe apphoved even though
the Bikmingham company continued to object. Not
AuhpkiAingty the two cana24 zhaked Aevekat otS the i t
phoptietou and woeked closely togetheh. The Aunveyok
and engineeh oti the Dudley way Thomas Dadliohd, hi4 son,
ai4o Thomas, he'd the game poAtis on the Stombhidge.
Both canals we/Le opened £n 1779; a t  though the Dudley
was completed 6ikAt i t  cannot have cannied much tha66ic
until. the Stouhbhidge wad Iiini4hed a hew months tateh.
The Lattek wad 6oh many yeah4 a  pAo4pehou4 canal,
paying high dividendA and hetaining i t s  independence
untie nationatiAation in  1948. I n  conthaAt the Dudley
had £ncwvad vehy high caps taZ CO4tA buitding extenAionA
which .included two tong ,tunnels, and ciao had continua
and expenAive phobiem4 with mining AubAidence. No
dividend was paid untie 1804 and Aevenat panned bunch
canats wehe not completed. When the BCN, aimed with an
agkeement 6kom the London and Sihmingham Railway to pay
a guaranteed dividend, opened negotiation4 i n  1845
the Dudley s u g g e s t e d  a mehgeh, and thi4 was
appeoved the tiottowing yeah.

Apphoaching along the Stoutbhidge Caneal the only
indication that thehe is  a junction with the Dudley
at Stack Deiph i4 a gap in  the cast-ihon 'tubbing band
pkotecting the towpath bank and, j u s t  past the gap,
the in i t iatA "BCN" cast in  i t  uppek Auk6ace. Stack
Daph de/Lives i t  name OLOM the extensive coat,
bike-clay and ihonAtone woeingA i n  the akea.

The eight Detph tockA alte al'. dated 1858, the
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yean in  which the entike 6t ight was nebuiit  becauze
496 the e66ectz zubz idence .  The pkezent top and
bottom tockA occupy the same zitez a6 the.oniginatz
but the othek 4ix keptaced zeven eantien tockz to
the night 06 the ptezent g i g h t  (hence Nine LockA
Bkidge). Five 06 the biX have "watekdate" bypaAA
ovek6tow weinz, mort zpectamean ad-ten heavy nain
when waten i4 cazcading oven them. The WMCC had been
excavating the indi t led t ine 06 the otd tockA, which
had huge Aide poundz extending acnozz and beyond the
1858 t ine. 16 inspecting thein wokk note atAo the
tamp portz i n  the ganden 06 BCN hawse No. 152.

Many o6 the bnickz aeong the edge 06 the -towpath
and at  the Zockz canny -the impnint 06 t he i t  manutiactunet.
Some o6 theze ane i i iurtnated on the map and an
intenezting divenzion wowed be to keep a kecokd og the
di66enent dezignz, pantieweaney 6ok thovse who WiAh to
tity theik hand a t  making bnick nubbingz. Theke ane
many make to be zeen thkoughout the BCN zyztem and a
comptete t i z t  woutd give a 6aikey compkehen4ive
kott-cate o6 Stack Countky bnickwonkz.

Anothek 6eatune 06 theze iockz i z  the way in
which the numben 06 ztepz on the o66zide a t  the taie
06 each Loch incteazez towandz the bottom o6 the
gight .  Lock 2 above the kenovated Atabte btock had
none; Lock 3 had one ztep; Lock 4 had zevenat. but
they cannot be uzed becauze 06 the gap at  the top.
The nest 06 the tock4 have thein 6wee compeement.
Theze dizappeaning ztepz ane a gkaphic ittuAtnation
o6 the es 6ec..td 06 zubzidence cauzed by the wonhingz
06 the Wattom coit ieky a t  the top a6 the &eight.
The towek btockA on the .62.6t o6 the tockz ane on
6inmen gnound ad pkeviouA tandowneAA had the 6okeAight
to punchaze the minenae night's 6nom the Fant 06 Dudeey,
thuz enzuning that  the anea GMA not  undeenined.

Wattom Cat ieky P i t  No.29 (Nine LockA P i t )
wuz the zcene .06 a kemakkabte nezcue in  1869 when the
mine 6tooded and ten men and thtee böyz wene tnapped

1)1
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undekgkound. One man died but  the k a t  managed -to
Aukvive bon the A ix  day4 i t  took kacueA4 t o  teach
them. They had quenched the ik  t h i t h t  d a n g  t h e i k
otdeaZ by Atkaining goodwatet th)Lough the ik
handkekchied4.

The hhoph and ameni t ia  o6 Skimeey Hi te  ate only
a dew yakdA t o  the  ie t i t  a t  Nine LockA 8t idge.  Somewhat
6utthen along S t t e e t  i n  -the oppohite d i tec t ion ,  on
the n igh t  a t  the top o6 Vaph  Road, i h  penhaph t h e
leack Countty'h moht 6amouh pub l i c  houhe: 'The  Vine'
Ok, ah i t  i h  poputakZy known, 'The  Bate and Beaddee.
Thih i 4  -the home o6 Batham'A bkeweky, wete known to
connoihhewth o6 t e a t  a te  and woth a  pagtamage i 6  yout
taAteA t i e  i n  th iA dikect ion (and .there i 4  a  chiZdken'A
AOOM).

Nine Lock  Bridge 'LA a  modern Atkuctuke but  cake
L needed when wotking the  lock  ah t he  headroom oven
the bottom gate i 4  t eh t t i c ted .  The towpath under the
bridge hah home attAact ive bkick honkie tteadh. The
bahin a t  the Shnophhite Union Raieway and Canal Co.
(Zatek L.M.S.) Nine Lockh colurt6 ha's been 6 i t t ed  i n  and
the bridge-hole blacked wi th  unAightZy angle ikon and
piaht ic.  Howevek the htabieh and an unusual wooden
watehouhe A t i l t  Aukvive.

/We t  paAAing thkough an atea whete 6oAmeA
c a Z i e k i a  have become ovetyLown wi th  gitahh and hctub
the canal Aeacha Round Oak SteeNotkh. Juh t  be6ote
the wokkA boundaty i 3  an ove/L6iow wei t  t ha t  ptobalyty
dateh 6tom the t ime o6 -the conAtkuction o6 t he  canal.
Such an ot ig inae Atkuctuke iA unuAuat on the  Dudley
Came ah moht weke kebuiZt o t  kepZaced i n  an extenAive
ptogtcunme o6 imptovementh cakkied out  by the 8CN i n
1856-58, and i n  the 1890A.

The vaAt Round Oak complex ceaAed pkoduction taAt
yeah adtek a hiAtony o6 i r o n  and AteeZ making on the
Ai te going back aemoht 200 yea u. ThiA Atketch o6 canal
us now one o6 the  quieteAt on the 8CN. Theke a
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AmptiAing amount 06 vegetation on the bankz,
patticutatty a t  the San end o6 the WoekA, and one cowed
atmo6t be on a /meat watetway 'wither than in  an area o6
heavy induAtny.

The g i u t  eaitway b' idge once caexied the SattwettA
and Ceadtey t ine o6 the Pens nett Raitway oven the canal
to the head 06 the TipAy6oed inc tine. This eaitway
began in  1829 when the 4th Loed Dudley opened a LLne 6eom
Shwt End neat King6win6otd to Aohwood basin on the Sta66A
and WOka. Canal. ThiA waA an eanty example o6 eaitway
competition as i t  bypaA6ed the Stounbeidge Canal and
avoided the payment o6 tottA. The Locomotive abed wab
the "Agenotia", b u i t t  by Fos ter, RaAttick g Co. 06
Stauxbeidge and now in  the Raitway Museum a t  Voek. The
6 i u t  Locomotive to nun on 'wi ts  i n  America, the
"Stounbnidge Lion", wa4 a 6o manu6actueed by -hip diem.
Within a Sew yeaAA 06 the opening 06 the Shut End Line
the AyAtem had been expanded to zetve the whole 06 the
Dudley e6tate6 and extended 6nom AAhwood az San as
Cxadtey Heath. Except Son come o6 the tines wi,thin the
Steel Wonk4 t i t t l e  now nemainA-o6 the Permnett Raieway.

Levet.Stuet takez i t s  name 6/Lam the mining tem,
and the baAin j u t  beyond the baldge wa4 the intake 60e
coating wafer Son the Woithz. The Dudley v e e y  obviouAty
a contour canal here as i t  winds pa6t the 6uxnacez and
/totting mittA. When the canal waz b u i t t  the main Aoutce
o6 water was a  kezeevoit a t  Woodside and the Seeder
entered the canal on the Le6t a hundred yatdis o r  AO
be6oee WoodAide Midge. On 'Leaching thiA beidge .there

a Sine view o6 St. Andkew'A Church on the Aummit 06
the gone-coveted Netherton Hi t t .

A zection o6 the Pen6nett (bed Wand's) Canal that
cgs 6 t i t e  i n  water can be /Leached by a shout watk along
Pedmote Road. ThiA 1e mite canal was b u i l t  i n  1840 by
Loed Dudley (Ward wa4 .the Sanity name) and tan 6/tom
above Paidzhead Locher to  a whae6 and siding neat the
Wallowa engine fished on the Pen6nett Railway. The branch
zetved 6evetat iron wotkA and uluA i n  use i n t i t  1950.
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The Two Lock Line UUA b u i l t  in  1858 as a  4hott cut
to the Dudley No.2 canal and saved about a mite on -the
journey hound thkough stowem Green. Untiottunatety the
tiamoco "10 yard" on "Thick" coat seam outchopped nearby
and 4ub4idence due to mining wa4 a  con4tant problem.
Theke uu4 a 4pectacuiat cottap4e o4 the canal into aid
wotking4 i n  1894 and the BCN 6inatZy gave up the zttugge
and etozed the Line in  1909. Peatttee Lane waz diverted
when the Two Lock Line waa buiet and no .Conger eto44e4
.the Dudley Cana, aithough .the next bkidge 4 t i t t  beam
it4 name.

The in i t ia t4  on the cazt ikon beam o4 the turnover
bkidge te6et to the Month 8 t i t i4h  Iron Co., which in
4pite oti i t 4  name opetated 4evetae tocat 4utnace4. The
canat okiginatty tvuninated i n  a gietd (Ox Lea4ow) on
the night ju4t  p a t  t h a  bAidge, but  ton4 o4 4poii  have
been dumped on the 4i te and .there i6 now no ttace o4
the temninat ba4in4.

In 1785 the Dudley Company began to extend the No.1
Line up tiive tock4 and thiwugh a 1J mite tunnel to connect
with Lord Dudley's .Limestone wokking4 on the other aide
o6 Ca4tte Hi t t .  These weke atteady Linked by canal to
the BCN a t  Tipton and thus the Dudley Extenzion would open
up a through route. There wehe conzidekabte problems with
the new cane. John Pinketton, who4e wokk 4ok the BCN on
the Waizatt Cana had Lett 4omething to  be duiked, wa4
the contkactok 4ok the tunnel. Pugte44 was glow and
Pinketton'4 pekOAmance un4ati44actoty. Eventuatty i n
1789 Jo4iah Ciowe4, who had b u i l t  Sapper ton tunna on the
Thames and Severn Canat, was appointed engineek and .the
work was 6inatty completed in  1792.

Ctowe4 aao con4txucted a te4etvoit a t  Gads Green,
neat Windmite End, t o  zuppey water to the new locks and
maintain the tunnel level 6" above the BCN a t  the atop-
Zack a t  Tipton. Atitet the 1846 merger the/Le wa4 no longer
any need to protect the BCN watet £n thi4 way and the
lieedet 6kom the te4etvoin to Patkhead 402em4 to  have been
abandoned. Thete i4 centainZy no obviou4 4ign oti i t  now.
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Locks 4 and 5 a t  Pakkhead both zu66eked 6kom the
e66ect4 o '  zubzidence and i n  1894 No.5 K10)3 nemoved and
No.4 rebu i l t  with a bale o6 about 12 6eet, -thus making
i t  the deepest Lock on the BCN. Untie the 1930'z the
building by the lock housed a kecincutating pwnp that
netunned watek 6kom the 441' Level -to the 453'
ßikmingham Levee. An unuzua 6eatuke o6 the junction
above this Lock t h a t  .there is  no.tunnovek bkidge to
-the towpath o6 the Dudley No.2 Line. When thi4 canal
KU3 con4tnucted i t  was no doubt emien and cheapen to
pnotlide a towpath along the night bank o6 the Dudley
No. 1 6nom the tuknovek bnidge some d i -stance below the
Zock. This path haz dizappeaked and access 'LA now
obtained by cnozzing the Lock gates on by waking along
Peaktkee Lane to aeowekz Gneen Bkidge, whe'te i t  i4
pozzibLe to zunmount the 6ence and jo in  the towpath,
Atteknatively one can bypass the junction completely by
doitowing a 600tpath ackozz the wazte ground between
the tuknovek bkidge and Stowenz Gkeen Midge (zee
maps 03 and 05).

The thkee othek Lock' cute above the junction and
ale wee/ worth a viz it, although the bottom gates o6
No.3 ake padlocked and the 3154 yard Dudley tunnel 04
closed 6on nepaik. Theke ake zevenat intekezting
6eatukez here in  an attractive zetting. FOIL example the
"ßCN" posts by the top gates o6 two o6 the Lockz, the
kaiiway viaduct with ckack4 and t i e -bau indicative o6
4ub4idence, and the pulley at  the head 06 the top Lock.
A hon4e towing a boat out o6 the Lock could not exekt
an e66ective putt on the Line az i t  would be heading
towakdz the tunnovek bnidge a t  the t a i l  o6 the Lock on
the one oven. the Penznett Canal. Howeven i6  the towing
Line was passed round the pulley the pkobam wad solved.
The odd ztnuctuke on the othek side o6 the Lock i4 a
tepLica o6 a tunnel venti lation zha6t and houses a
plaque commemokating the keopening 06 tunnel and tockz
in 1973.

The Gkazebnook AhM ran to Gnazebkooklz Netherton
Fuknacez and wad abandoned i n  1953. Theke alte plans to
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dredge and ee4toee to  navigation the 200 yatdz on zo
that  z t i t t  &main. The 6amouz Gtazebtook blowing engine
waz 4Lted neat the Atm. This engine wah etected i n  1817
and waz A t i l t  a t  work peoviding the  b taz t  Got bomb
ca4ting4 dat ing Wottd Wall. 2 T h e  engine waa dizmantled
i n  1964 and haz been te-erected i n  the  middle o6
Paxenouth Cincuz i n  giemingham -  hatdey the moot
apptoptiate £ocaLity.

The Paekhead end o6 the  Dudley tunnel was a66ected
by 4ufmidence and waz t e b u i t t  i n  1884, hence the date on
the por ta l .  Thin "new" 4ection,91 chains tong, give4 a
vow mizteading imptezzion .06 the  tunnel  diMenzionz az
L t  KY2 bwLU .gang ex than the m i g i n a t  bate. There iz ,no
towpath thtough the tunnel.

The cent/Le o6 Dudley, t h e  zoo and the c a t t l e  ate
dome diztance away but  may be teached by a walk o6 a
mile 04 AO along Hot ly  Hatt  Road ( tuen e igh t  in to
Stounbtidge Road). The 287 buz eunA eveey h a g  hoax;
joutney t ime to  Dudley about 7 minute4.

Dudley Canal No.2 L ine
(Setty Oak Exten4ion)

This canal ran to  Set ty  Oak Junction on the Woece4tet
and gideningham Canal and wuz intended t o  ptovide a route
to the  booth which bypazzed the 8CN, thuz avoiding the
high t o i l z  l ev ied  by t ha t  company on tea66ic v i a  Tipton
Junction. A t  the 4ame tißle i t  4eeved the indur te ia l  area
to t he  w e t  o6 the  l i n e  o6 h i l l Z  between Dudley, Rowley
RegL.o and Blackheath. Ci0Geh Wa6 t he  engineet, although
he died be6ote the Dudley No.2 was 6 i n a i l y  completed
i n  1798.

From Seowet'z Green Junction the canal AiAt-4
Nether ton H U I  and bon a white eun4 pa ta t t e t  w i th  the
No.1 L ine  on the o t h a  6ide o6 the  Black stook va l ley.
The c o t t i e t y  waste on the h i l t  Lo now coveted wi th
vegetation, them_ axe g e l d s  and woodz i n  the va l ley,
and the only b l o t  on the land6cape t h e  openca4t
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mining which began i n  1983. The nakkowe j u t  be6ote
the etectkicity tkanzm.izzion t ine ake 6on -the in6eAtion
o6 4top pLan!a i 6  the embankment L damaged by zubzidence.
The cotkezponding zet a t  the a t  end are 6panned by a
modekn bkidge with beanie by Do/man Long.

Thoma6 Skewin was zupekintendent o6 the Dudley 6kom
1812 u n t i l  1846. HiA tunnel waz b u i t t  in  1838 az pakt
o6 a new Length o6 canal that cut o46 a Loop o6 the old
Line. A t  -the flame t ine Lodge Fakm 6tonage kezekvoik waz
con6tkucted (met pant o6 the Loop, but  bazinz were iet i t
at each end. A .t'uznway 6kom Doutton16 CLay P i t  ran to
one bazin, the othek became pant o6 the Companytz
maintenance yakd. gkewin'z -tunnel wa4 opened out in
1858 and High OA Sounding ßkidge (becau6e o6 the echo)
&Litt ovek the cutting. Theke .is an elegant tlictokian
paviiion in  the ckicket g4ound .to the te6t '06 the bkidge.

The kockz expozed in  the cutting alte o6 intekezt
to geoiogi6t6 az -they are the Downtonian 6and6tone6 and
zhaiez &mining the coke og Nethekton FUJI and undekeying
-the Coae Meazukez i n  .this, akea. Theke 4:4 also a 4maii
igneou6 intAu6ion. I n  the gakden o6 13CN houze No. 159
alte the ztuicez and Aide pond Ii0A, adjuisting watek tevetz
between the kezekvoik and the cane. I n  timez o6 dkought
the Atoned watet M6 ketunned to the canat by a pwnp i n
the maintenance yakd. The yakd haz been Levated and .ins
now a cat pwth; the nezekvoik us uzed 4ok watek 6poAt6.
A walk along the oot-path p a t  the immenze Douttonz'z
Clay P i t  .to the Saitweit6 Nat'l/Le Rezekve ZS an
intekezting and pleasant divekzion. Sat-tweit6 takez i t s
name tikom zome zatine zpkingz wheke az eakty az the
16304 Lokd Dudley unzuccezzutty "attempted to maize zatt" .
Howevek the wakens weke bound -to have a beneticiat e6ect,
pakticutakty bon 4h in dizeazez, and $attweets was
popuZak i n  the £as-t centuky az a spa.

The canal kapidty become6 make urban and indurtkiat.
az i t  appkoachez Nethekton. Just be6oke Pkimko6e Skidge

'07



W I T N Y m o o R  R o n D
C— 9t RCN-

FIER TH

(WITNYtiooR
COLLIERY)

Bum.-
FIELD

dRLDCE

/ 1 ‘ 1
1 I. *TOLL END WoP.NS.

(70

11
I I

e e

W I N D M I L L

-12-24 27T IC
— 4  —

▪ 4, P2 S H O P  76 i t r  * 4 , -  4- r i m -

(sr3A •  *
SHoPS war.)

• •  R 1,,,• • • • •
i r t tp

r r  e
/ T  a R g 7 4 0 0 , o

rr

GRIFFIN BRibGE.

E n e r e  TON— i

SHOP

D J O R D I F i E L D  R O A D
+

_
-  +
_

RTE+, ,(NETRERTON
+ N O A K E S )

A

4

4 /
Fx

' F o x  g  GoosE  BRI,DGEI WINDMILL! B A p T I S T

I3:E.u.'4:..LIY

' rnE BOAT INN.
B u r i B L E H o L E  B o n r i t e  ' o ' c n n N E • \ ‘ :

y , , )
(aprT,gpuILDIen

1
C P

UfFERIES
B n s i N )

I I
ST. P E T E R S  R O A D

\ ! T b s . L  H ousE 71 '• 5

CENT RE TO N _ E Ts , ( 4  r z r s o p ;
taFIY

D U M B L E H o L E  A R M

DuNtes
BRIDGE

TOLL END WORKS

PUBLIC O P E N
SPACE

(WINDMILL END
fultNRCES)

E N D  / 1
3-£11•ICTI'dt4

.-r  ' T O L L  END woRY,S-

STILE

F. P.

SPRINGFIELD
COLLIKRV
BASIN-  -  -

r
1

_ r
I CC K n i t (  - . 0
1 4 4 N i ,

i
i

-- I  i  - -  - -  *-
V e A ) A L V A  t-1. . . J  4 ' s  r

1 . 0 0 )  '  '  . - . . ' - ‘  1 £ A ). . _ ,  . ' ,
L i  I  ß e S )

. , - . . . . -  ( e t a t r t e -  t  0 4 s )  I S <  VI)
/ /  1 . 1 , , } 1 4 , J A  ----.._*.tou.E.P. I  , „ 1  e  e —  A-

/   / A -  • . . . . •/  _ . , , „  - -  -., ̀ '" s e r „ „ v i  L,..' „ T

p ( c o t g €  /  G l ä j L  k .  -« 4 -  $  L P.(„to
orr.d)

l_ r - - -  NETHERTON TUNNEL
_ 3 0 2 7  YARDS

•-coses twc.re er.x.r S P A  e-A

N [THE RTonl
rfrJEL

BRRIJCH

NEW - - +
M A W  L INE E l k e L S
a u n t , /  F.F •T
t r e e  M L  Ls)

COBB'S F r i f . 1 .4 (
150404

r icNI r t 'SP/

D'a



£4 a ShtopAhite Union basin 6 t  i i  i n  watek, with a
watehou4e and Atabtes cat tying an LMS advektaement.
OppoAite 41A PAimtoze H i t t  BaAin, panto a n  uncompeeted
imptovement to cut  o66 the .loop Hound the h i t t .
Netherton was damou4 dot the manu6actuke od anchoA4
and chain's, and theAe were tested bedote diApatch i n
Apeciat pluming on tenting houAe4. Thete .us one on
the whatd hem, wi th a tatge anchor Atanding outzide,
and there ways another. a t  Ctadtey a mite on AO to  the
/south. With views aChA44 to  the Cient Hitts on the
/Light these buitding4, baAin4 and btidge4 make an
attAactive caned. Acene.

The .entree od Nethetton £4 a dew hundked yakdA
6/Lom PAZH/LoAe Midge on dtom BiAhton4 Midge. "The
Otd Swan" -Ln Hate4owen Roa4 £4 atso known az "IkkA.
Pakdoe'4" and £4 highty regarded by thoze who "wacent
a dkap od comdotting waiAtek, whom-brewed". Between
the two bAidge4 .cry Noah Hingey'A Netherton Iron WokkA,
now pattey demotiAhed, wheke the anchors dot the "Titanic"
wa4 made. I n  the i t a t  centuky.Wittiam BiAhton tan a
packet peeaAuke boat evety Sunday dtom hi4 whatd a t
BiAhton4 Midge to the Oa What in SiAmingham. A t  Fox
and Goo4e Midge neat Bumbtehote a BaptiAt miniAtek
waited dot the boat and Aubjected the paAzing Ainnem
to a dike and bAimAtone AeAmon dot breaking the Sabbath.

Withymoot intekchange basin 4.4 a Ahadow od i t s
dotmet /seed a4 the tkanAhipment Ahed, cAane4 and taitway
iineA have ate been removed Aince i t  ceased opeution4
-Ln the w a y  1960'4. GAiddin atidge .us named alitek
Grid bins Spade WoAkA, which £n the evi ly  1800'4 £44ued
itA own coinage: "one pound OA. 240 Token Payable Jab.
Gki66inA". JuAt pact thiA bnLdge thete £4 an attkactive
building on the £ebt that was an ikonmaAte/L'A oddice.
On the r igh t  £4 one o6 the oideAt diAmA i n  Netherton,
Samuet LewiA and Co. Ltd., who AtaAted a4 naitmakeu
but now manutiactuke dotging4 and pkeAAingA. Thei t
"Sammy" hand winche4 have been used by many boateu.
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NaZemalzing wad a prominent Nethetton indcatny
and Darby End w h e k e  cottage4 weke 6(1i/et 60n
houe-nait maket4 who had come 6hom Denby4hike. The
Withymooh Anm delved the cottiehy 06 the zame name,
where £n 1864 the winding chain ( ta t t te  chain) snapped
and the cage Sett to the bottom o6 the zha6t, k i t t i ng
eight men. The trait boAdexing -the Came. Side towpath
had the bott  head4 counteuunk into L t  40 that  they
cannot znag towing £ine4.

The Bumbiehote Loop wad bypa44ed by a new .length
06 canal, wi th twin towpath's and attnactive " Ta t  End"
btidge4, when Nethehton Tunnel wa4 opened in  1858. Two
arum, Bumbiehote (appanentty 40 named because 06 the
wound made by an early steam hammer.) and Bo4hboit,
ate a l l  that remain o6 the Loop. The Bumbiehote Boating
Centte Ls worth a v i4 i t ,  although the headroom a t  Dunn14
Shidge L6 ta tn i c ted  (6'3" on 40). The magni6ic.ent o!d
ctane Lo i n  need o6 dome renovation and theta Lo a
cottection o6 boat tegi4tnation ptate4. The windnitt
and t o t t  house cue imaginative_ 4thuctme4 added in
recent year's . "The Boat Inn" £n St.Petet4 Road hat
dome 6-Lne etched gta44 windowe.

Bu66etie4 Ba4in wad yet  another uncompteted branch.
Otiginatty ptanned to tun to Bapti4t End, only a 4hoht
section wad bu i t t  be6ohe the 'scheme war, abandoned and
a tnamway con4thucted in4tead. The Bapti4t4 who Lived
in  this area were bon dome year's bap'ti'sed £n a "warm
hole" where hot water tom a 6yAnace entered the canal.
The who.ee area between the Bumbtehote Atm and Watten4
Hatt Patk beyond the Nethekton Tunnel. Branch hat been
tand4caped, and Cobb'4 Engine Howse hetained as a
hemindek o6 the many engine' that  once d&aLned tocat
mina.

A 6eedeh 6hom Gad4 Green te4etvoit entered the canal
at the end o6 the 804hboit. Arun and a section -LA A t i l t .  i n
watet. The ite4etvoit, above and to the te6t 06 the
tunnet. wad abandoned towand4 the end o6 the .east centuty
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and the deedex now caxxiez zux6ace watex via a 4iphon
undet -the xaiiway embankment. A t  windmill End Junction
continue 4tAaight ahead don Netherton Tunnel Oh tun
night under the two bnidge4 dot the neat og the No.2
Line, which i4 navigable Son another there miZez. L t  -is
no tongen a thxough mute but a v i z i t  to Coombemood
and Hawne sazin -cis a won-Owl/Lae detoun. The canat s k i t s
MWi.en4 Hatt Pack and passes two cottieny basin be6oxe
‚Leaching Haitztone Quaxny basin, whene "Rowley Rag"
wa4 loaded don many yeau. Thiz Ls an exteemely hand
igneous nook intnuded into the Etnunia Maid. and -there
axe Zaxge outcxopz i n  the Rowley Hite4, L t  wao bnohen
up into chip4 and zent by canal doe uze as road ztone.

Doutton'z Bimingham Pottexy, which manu6actuxed
sinks and 4anitany wane, .4:4 a  dew yaiutz 6uxthex along
the canal. Many od the buiZdingz s o l i  sand and Sown
pa' t  o6 a .heading eztate. A6tex RowZeyztop -there axe
housing eztatez on the Ze6t and indurtxy on -the night
as Scut ao Powke Lane Bridge. Thi4 a  a modenn bkidge
with an unusual nidged zux6ace -to the concrete pietas,
which may not be i n  keeping with the canal envixonment
but L6 cextainty e66ective againzt gnadditi axtiztz.
A6-ten the next bridge the canal becomes mane indu4tniat
but thexe Ls a  reclaimed and Landscaped area around
TotnaZ Midge. A dootpath climbs the hLLt deom hexe to
Paula. Lane where "The Otd Bush Revived" a  a  poputat
meeting place don canal zocietiez, panticutanly -the
Coombe4wood Cana.. Picket. Take come is  using the 600tpath
in  the dank as L t  4:4 ovengnown i n  places and vexy wet
where i t  ckozzez the ztxeam.

04titet Smiths Midge the -towpath join's Station Road
to CA-0)M the bridge oven -the in6iZZed cottieny a/tin and
road vehicles can be a hazard. There a  no towpath
through Gorty (on Gouty) H i t t  Tunnel and no passing
places Son boats. However a4 one can zee through the
tunnel to the othen end i t  a  eazy to check whethen
anothen boat a  appxoaching. Although the -tunnel was
extensively xebuiZt i n  1881 the nood height a  variable;
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.there Lo a  Low Aection juAt  in4ide the entkance and
aizo a t  the ban end. The air.  4ha6t COMA t o  the  Aue6ace
i n  the l inont garden o6 a  house -Ln Stat ion Road.

For many yeaA4 boa t4 were ".Legged" thnough the
tunnel bu t  .Ln 1913 the BCN in tuduced a  motor tug, w i t h
a BoLinden engine banning pakatiiiin and a p u p a t o n  a t
each end 30 t h a t  tukning waz unneceuany. Az moton boats
became common .there wa4 LeAA need don the tug and i t  KU4
'sad i n  the 1930'4. The tug houAe i4  i n  pooh condit ion
but L t  .vs t he  oney one on the BCN and 4howed be rew i red .
Cowed i t  once again be abed aA a  boat house?

The ,tunnel emekgeA i n t o  Coomb4wood Tube WOida, where
narrow boat's were 4 t i t e  tkanApokting -tube around the
complex -Ln the mid-1970'4. On the n igh t  o6 the  tar/net
entkance i z  a  p i l e  06 BCN Atop ptankA. Simiean peankz
weke once to  be zeen on <stop plank nacho a te  oven the
4y4tem, b u t  they proved ikkeAiAt ibte t o  vandat4 and
were removed, t o  be brought out  o6 Atoee az nequined.
There a  no acceAA t o  the  towpath 640M Gouty  H i te  Road
aA t h e  gate Lo kept  Locked. The only way one can walk
thiA 4tnetch o6 canal Lo t o  make a detour o6 ovek a mite
along Coombe Road to  Henewand Ri6e and approach gkom
the oppozite dikect ion.

Beyond the Tube Woekz us Hawne &A in ,  an  interchange
bazin t ha t  wcis cased bon the tAan4hipnent 06 tubeA u n t i l
the naitway cio4ed i n  1967. I t  has now been eeAtoeed by
the Coombe4wood Cana Teurt  604 uAe az mooning-6 and
vi/SitOAA a re  welcome. Button Midge,  named a6ten
Bunton i n  1982 a6ten he had kebu i t t  i t  640M a  nuinou4
condition, ha4 borne very unuAuat inteniocking i kon
piatez pkotecting the  bkickwokk o6 the  pakapetA. The
Zimit  06 navigation 06 the  No.2 Line i 4  now juA t  paAt
the &A in ,  wheke a bridge has cottap4ed i n to  t he  canal,
but oeig inat iy  i t  continued bon another t  Lve mitez t o
Seity Oak Junction on the Woneuten and Bikmingham canal.
Oven two mitez 06 t h i 4  .length wa4 i n  -the 3795 yard
Lappae Tunnel, which waA cZoAed i n  1917 q t e k  co n,
pubt.emA w i t h  isuimidence.

v i i
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THE WALSALL CANAL
(inctuding the Watudi ßkanch Canal)

06 ate the SLImingham canal4 the Walzatt ha4
retained move 06 i t 4  okiginat chaxactek than motet.
For much 06 7  m i t e  Length the canal ,us bordered
by 6oundkie4, 6actonie4, interchange b a n  and
deketict Land; many 06 the4e appealing much a's they
did when i t  wa4 a wanking waterway. A t  pke4ent, With
the exekeize o6 a t i t t l e  imagination, the zendation
o6 /stepping back into the pa4t i's veky real, and -Lo
the main attraction o6 a v i 4 i t  to the canal. As
deketict Land i4 recta imed and indu4tkiat 4ite4
Aedevioped thi4 a t m o 4 t  inevitabty change.
Howevek home 06 the atmozpheke could be pkezekved i6
two rather atypical planning poticie4 were adopted.
The 6in4t woad be to 4.c te new indu4tAiat unit's eto4e
to the canal, 40 a4 to  maintain the 4evi4e o6 encto4uke
in a woked remote 6Aom /suburban hou4ing e4tateis and
commute& tna66ic. The /second woad be to allow a4 much
natukat cotoni4ation o6 waiste Land a4 pouibte,  kathek
than 6ottowing the "public park" approach. I t s  pke4ent
envikonment .suits the Wal4att canal and ha's continuity
with i t 4  indu4t&iat pazt. I t  wi l t  never po44e44 the
chaAm4 o6 a kukat canal and i t  could lad ily become an
indetvuninate and unattkactive /suburban waterway.

Immediately a6tek Rydeu Green Junction eight
tuck's take the Wal4att Canal down into the Tame Vattey
to the Wal4att Levet 06 408'. The appropriately
named pub .cis recommended. Fokmadehyde i4 manu6actuked
at the Synthite works adjoining Lock 2. Thi's chemical
has a  chakactekiztic 4mett and Lo u&ed in  theptaatic
indu4tAy. I n  4olution (60/main) L t  can atiso be u4ed
(11L p4ezekving bcoLogicc2 4pecimenz, including human

bodied 60A medicat 4tudentz. To /stand by the woAk4 i n
the Aain with the Arnett 06 60Amaldehyde in  the aik can
produce an uncom6oktabte 6eeting o6 being pickled ative.

WO
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The Rydene Green Locke have been zuntounded by
induetny don many yeaA4 and there were whatvez and
bazinz i n  mort o6 the poundal . A dectepit what6
temainz between Lock 5 and 6 (note atzo the etepe a t
the tai l .  o6 Lock 5) and the bazin 41n the next pound
ie unueuat. in  being gated. The chaine and putZeye
o6 the t i6t ing gear cute e t i t i  i n  place, although
obviouziy not aced bon many yeane. The Muntz wonke
are named adten G.F.Muntz, who in  1832 patented a
yettow attoy o6 coppek and zinc coed bon eheathing
the bottom o6 ,timber zhipz. Muntzie Meta Co. atzo
had a Lange wotkz i n  Smethwick.

Until e i t  t o  replaced tecentey the bridge below
Lock 7 was notet.i.ouz ae the towezt on the 8CN, with
etnengthening gindem neducing the headroom to 5'9".
The cent/i.e. o6 Great Bridge, where the .hope are
adequate bon moot neede, t o  only a ehont dietance
6tom here on 6tom the next (midge.

The bottom Lock Ls come dietance 6tom the neet o6
the 6t ight  and with a 6aLe o6 only 3 beet on. zo, hat6
that o6 the othene, i t  t h e  zhattowezt Lock on the
8CN. Th,L4 4:4 an indication that thiA eection o6 the
Watzati was conzttucted a t  an early date. A La ten
canal wowed have dezcended into the vattey with evenly
.paced iocke o6 uni6otm 6a t .  Such an arrangement .4:21
Zeee waete6uZ o6 water but invoivee the excavation
o6 the neceeeany cuttinge and vnbankmentz, zomething
the e a r l y  engineene avoided whenever pozeibt.e.

Thie Length o6 the Watzatt, the 2i  mite Bkoadwaten4
Exteneion, was the beginning o6 the expansion o6 the
8CN eyetem a6tett the compeetion o6 skindtey'e ot ig inat
canal. I t  was intended to eenve the cottienieh on the
othe1t eide o6 the vattey 6nom the Wednezbuty OLd Cana,
and wa's pant o6 the 8CN'z 4UCCe446(le campaign to de6eat
the Java Fazetey scheme (see 101). Robe/It Whitwonth
zunveyed the route i n  1782, John Smeaton was the
engineer and John Pinkenton the contnactok. The canal
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bens t o  have been open by l a t e  1785 bu t  pooh
woAkman4hip by Pinkekton was n o t  Aecti6ied u n t i l  e l i t ty
1786. The extenAion to  Wat4n t  came la tex,  i n  1799,
and t i i na i l y  the Waisall  Loch's 8itanch was conetnucted
i n  1841 t o  connect the WyAtey and E44ington and the
8CN atitek the ik  meAgeit i n  1840. A 6eatuke od Smeaton'e
wokk £o t h a t  he toed e ingle bottom gates box hi4 lochs,
a pkactice continued by the 8CN u n t i l  the Bentley
Canal can's b u i l t  i n  1843. Pnesumabiy cost  was t he
deteenining &xctok ae eingZe g a t e  were cheapen_ than
the mitited gates used by M ind ley.

Wow the bottom tack the  next 11 mite4 oti the
Watzatt weite once a maze o4 bitanche4 and clans. Most
weite conetkucted to  Aekve ca l l iek ies  and ind icate  how
heavy the  tka66ic caititied by the Moadwateke Extenzion
must have been a4 the  coaq ie td  developed. L i t t l e
kemaiko now t h e  Hainee Branch, which eventual ly
extended atmo4t to the  New Main Line a t  Dudley Pont
Junction, and closed i n  1969. Howeven Great Midge
naitway .interchange baeine axe A t i i i  i n  watek, although
shadow. The stumps protruding (nom the water i n  the
6uktheet baein axe the baeee o6 the  pittnA4 t h a t
euppokted one 4ide oti t he  tAan4hipment shed. I n  the
1960'4 'some og the  eidinge oti6 t he  main t i n e  heite weite
used to ' t o r e  4team locomot ive await ing the  torch a t
Ca4hmoite14 Ackapyakd.

Hynpote Lane Midge i4  a  tuknovek Midge catkying
the towpath ackoze t o  the  Vans Manch, which although
etanked s t i l l  i n  water 4ot  some distance. Danke
wue a  l oca l  mineownelt and the branch ran to  God  H i t t
Cottieity, w i t h  an clan to  Mickhottee P i t .  Theke
A t i l t  an a t tkac t ive  wooden towpath k n i t  undek the
Aaitway bkidge.

The To i l  End Rectamation Won-2s ("reclamation" Aeeme
to be a modern euphemism soh. "sewage") 6ottow on the
night  and the  next Aubetantial branch -  the  Tipton
Green and To n  End Communication -  i 4  maitked by a curve
oti p ipe standing i n  a g e l d  on the towpath side. Th is
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branch began az a  co t t ieky  akm but  by 1809 i t  had
been connected to  t he  Otd Main Line a t  Tipton Green,
-thu4 phoviding an atteknat ive route 6hom the Wathatt
Levee and eazing t he  pkezzuke on RydeAz Green and
Spon Lane £oehd. John Rennie, who4e engineeking
achievementh inctuded the Kennet and Avon and
Lancaztek Canals, where he b u i l t  home notabte aqueductz,
produced plans PA  the  Communication Canal, b u t  -there
weke not  accepted. Theke wehe eleven ( l a t e r  reduced to
ten) tockh up to  t he  peezent zwmi t  .Level and when the
New Main Line was b u i t t  i t  ran thhough the pound between
tockh 3  and 4 (Watery Lane Junction -  zee map ML13).
The tength between the Otd and the New Main Lineh was
abandoned i n  1960 bu t  .the towek zect ion zuevived u n t i l
1967.

The Ockeh H i t t  Tunnel Branch W04 opened i n  1785
to Geed watek 6hom the Wathatt Levee_ to  the  Ockek ULU
pumping enginez, v i a  a tunnel i n t o  t he  hide o6 the  h i l l .
Theze enginez weke a t  the end o6 the  Oaken H i t t  Branch
6kom the Wednehbuhy Oak Loop o6 the  OLd Ma-Ln Line, and
they haihed watet 65 Beet up zha6tz 6/tom the tunnel  t b
Aeptenizh the 473 600t Levee. There weee thkee enginez
wanking by 1803 and the number L004 eventual ly  inc./teased
to 4iX.  The cutkent ekeated by the pumping was 40 gkeat
tha t  i n  1815 "when the  Cut Ls chowded wi th  Boat's they
cannot be hated out" .  A6tee the Ockek ULU Branch NUA
abandoned -Ln the 1950'4 t he  tunnel RUA blocked bu t  the
toweh canal waz reta ined to  phovide cooling watek dot
the adjoining power h ta t ion.  Thiz haz recent ly  etohed
and .there must now be home concern bon the 6utuke o6
the Branch. I t  would be hegkettabte i 6  i t  became a
t ineak t i p ,  cos when navigabte zuch bhancheh add
chakactek and in tekezt  to  t he  BCN, and t h ü  one wowed
only appeak to  kequike dhedging.

Rom e ight  a t  Doe Bank Junction bon the Tame
Valley Canal. The dikectionz on the two cazt- ikon
Imidgeh hehe are mizteading. Obviourty 40 i 6  you
have recently t e 6 t  BiAininghani and come down Ryden,
Green Lock h, b u t  i6  you are approaching the  Junction
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kom Waizaii the moot direct route to aitningham L6
ztAaight ahead and not to -the ie6t.

The Wat4att Cana' continuez uncle& the power
4tation coat conveyou and the bkidge can/Lying the
LNWR Pkincez End branch. Thi4 wa4 an eaxty example
o6 an uneconomic branch t ine and Loot -L-ts pazzenge&
zeAvice i n  1916. There axe two 4matt hou4ing eztatez
be6oxe Wiggin4 H i t t  tuknove& bxidge and then anothet
akin on the night: the Go4pet Oak Branch. The oxiginat
pean4 6ot thi4 branch inctuded tock4 but  the4e wete
never bu i l t .  I t  wa4 decided £n4tead to have three
Zockz on the Sxadeey Branch and dupticatez hexe, only
a dew hundxed yaxd4 away, woad have been zupex6iuouz.
The Gozpet. Oak wa4 abandoned £n 1954 but xemained in
water, atthough choked with needs and compeetety
unnavigallee, u n t i t  most o6 i t  wa4 Aecentey 6i t led in .

On the oppo4ite zide o6 the can t  Lo the zuhviving
bazin o6 the GWR Wedne4buity (Leabuok) xaitway-canat
inte&change yard. The °ther bazin waz Levelled be6oxe
the Zazt wax and the zidingz axe now uzed az a  zteet
teAminat. The next bxidge catkiez what waz once the
GWR main t ine, now reduced to a zhoAt 6xeight-onty
zectton between Wednezbuhy and the Waizatt. Stneet zteet
to mina' £n Wolverhampton. The pipez attached to thi4
'midge c a w  oxygen 6flom the Bititizh Oxygen plant, a z o
at Watuat Stxeet, t o  the Patent Shalt Steetwoxk4. The
Monway A'un once ran thxough these work, wi th a i i 6 t
Midge to catxy gactoxy tka66ic oven the canal, bu t  now
the onty indication that thi4 branch exizted L t h e
xaitway Midge at  the entrance. Just  pa4t the bridge,
by the coxnex o6 the hence bondexing the towpath, a
GWR boundaxy po4t.

The young bixch wood on the Ze6t o6 the canal L6 an
exceLeent example o6 the natuxat xectamation o6 de/La-Let
Land. ri6teen yeaAz ago when the chemicat work um
demoti4hed there weke patche4 o6 gaxi4hty cotomed zo i t
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among4t the heap4 o4 AubbLe. The akea appeared to ta l l y
un4uitabte ban piant gnowth. Now i t  i4 6a4t becoming an
atttactive woodland and the co4t to the community had
been nU. Have the mittion4 .96 pounds spent on sand
neciamation in  the Weht Midtand4 (and et4ewheke) ate
been abholutely nece44aty?

The Stadtey Stanch L4 4 t i l t  navigabte got a sew
hundred yards, although judging by the growth od t eas
very hew boats maize the attempt. This was anothet
collieny branch, i n i t i a t t y  bu i t t  with .three .lochs but
extended .Ln 1849 thnough sL more to j o in  the Wedne4buty
Oak Loop. I t  thuh provided anothet t ink  with the 473
Soot Wolvethampton Level untie i t  wad abandoned i n  1961.

The Stoadwatet4 arm, the  oniginal tetminu4 o6 the
1785 canal, haz completely dizappeated, a4 there hao
been exten4ive tipping i n  thih area. Indeed BWB 4 t i t t
dump dtedging4 acto44 the towpath hete and the inevitabte
4pittage make4 booth e4.4entiat L o n  boot. The disused
mines and roots a t  Suadwateu weite a majon flounce .96
watet don the BCN and between 1790 and 1813 the Company
had an engine pumping water into the Wat4att Level,
Sum (thick w a s  imi4ed to the 4ummit by the Ocket H i t t
engine4. Theke Wad also a Seeden cattying 4utptu4 water
back Sum the 4ummit to the poots Sot 4tmage. Mtn_
1813 pumping continued but u4ing an engine instal led
by local mineownenz who wi4hed to reopen the mine4.

The canat ih now only Z mile on zo Snom the h i te  oS
John Witkin4on14 itonwotk4 (bee WOL2-3). Walk along
Butt Lane past Moxiey Hoop ta t ,  t a n  t igh t  into Great
Stidge Road and the "Fiety Holes" pubtic house i a  a
umindet oS the night-time 4pectacte 200 yeau ago, as
6utnace4 itiuminated the zky and l ighth Stickened i n
hhallow coalpith. A p l in th  i n  the tecteation ground
acto.44 the /Load Stom the pub once can/Lied a plaque
commemotating Witkin4on, but  this had been removed by
vandals .
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"April 3 1886
Barn farm Col lary

Mr. Robinsan S i r  Consuring
tha wight on your Boats
i  am not  t o  a  wagin o f
clay nor tow But sum
of your Boats l a k  very Bad
we dursent load them tow
hevy o r  we should have
them sunk

Yours t r u l a y
William Bailey"
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Holyhead Road Skidge cattiez what was once
the main London to Holyhead coach noute, .improved
by Tet4ond i n  1826. Between thiz Midge and Datiazten
Road Midge .there ate two bt ick ztnuctutez, ha!
hidden by vegetation, a t  the side o6 the towpath.
These might be small hienz -  any in6ohmation about
them woad be welcome. Soatenz tequiking nape can
putchaze i t  a t  Moxley hope wotkz, although
untiontunatety the nopewalk was demolished in  the
1970's.

There ate giaciat deposits o a n d  and
bouldek clay ovehlying the Middle Coal Meazutez i n
thiz area and Moxley sand beds were a Ai& zoutee
o6 6oundky moulding sand. The z i te id now waste pound
and has been used bon tipping. The side bkidge
cakkying the tawpath oven the nearby bazin iz  badly
holed. Gland's potteky at  Saggotts Stidge zpeciatized
in .the manutiactuke o6 6lawek pots, but  moduction
ceazed some years ago and the bott le ovens have been
demolished. Plant pots ate z t i a  sold but they are
the modern "plastic" var iety and are made etzewhete.

The Sitzton and Wittenhatt Btanchez had a
ketativety sham wanking i i6e,  opened soon a6tet the
canal was constructed but closed by 1904 when
ßtadzhaw'z Canal Handbook was published. This i z  the
least indur t t ia i  pant o6 the Watzati Canal, wi th
open ground around the Dahlaston Snook on the Le6t
and a public pankz on the t ight .  Vet anothek BCN
pumping station was si ted hete, supplying water 6kom
He/the/U.4 Paniz col l iery to the canal neat Potkettz
Midge. A housing estate 6atioulz on the towpath
side and then industhy once again encloses the canal
as i t  passes through the large Rubeky Owen and GKN
wanks.

The . init ials i n  the device decorating the
small building by Rough Hay Skidge tetiet to the
Midlands Etectnic Cokpohation son Powers Diztnibution.
At the t a n  o6 the century this company, tog ether
with the Stazt Funnel Power Syndicate, began to

h i /
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zupply the di4teict  with etecteicity. The. MEC at4o
bui t t  a genetating 4tation, which is  dated 1906, i n
Chukch Stkeet, z  mite to the 4outh-ea4t in  the centte
o6 Daetazton. I n  the 4ame 4t/teet i4 St.Jo4eph14
Cathoiic Church, one chi the mort unu4ual chueche4 i n
the Midland4. I t 4  dezign i4 ba4ed on the eecuetent
theme o6 the 4hape o6 a nut and i t  zymboliza the
indu4tny 6oe which Datta4ton i4 liaMOU3: the manu6actute

nu-t4 and bottz. Wittenhati, the centee o6 the lock
and key teade, can be reached by waking 1 mite i n
the oppo4ite dikeetion 4kom Rough Hay Midge.

The Rubeky Amen woek4, l i k e  Patent Sha6t, eeceive4
oxygen by pipe 6eom ßeiti4h Oxygen a t  Watvexhampton.
Thi4 pipe ha4 been butied in  the towpath likom Baggott4
Bkidge but i t  now cka44e4 the canat on the 4econd o6
the two 6actoey beidgez. Theke are many mile4 o6
eteett ici ty cable4 and ga4 maim under canal towpath4,
including thih one, but  an oxygen pipe i4 more unu4ual.
Immediately a6tex sughae Midge are the xemain4 o6
Daxea4ton kaitway inteechange bazin, e4tabtizhed by
the Grand Junction Railway and 4aLd to be the o t d a t
&Leh bazin on the 8CN (the GJR became pant o6 the
LN(UR in  1846).

The canal now paz4e4 the 4ite o6 what wa4 u n t i l  i t4
removal i n  tate 1983 the only operating ba4cute (midge
on the Bag. Thi4 wa4 a  modern eteetkicatty-powered
beidge contkotted by pu4h-buttonA a t  the operating
4tation4. I t  cateied an internal 6actory road aceo44
the canal, wi th the towpath taken high over the roadway
on an inelegant 6eamewoek o6 giedeu. A t -though a to44
to the 1301. the bkidge ha4 been puecha4ed by the Way
and Arun Came Teu4t and hopetiaty w i l l  eventually
be re-eneeted on that canal.

Dakta4ton ha4 been 4evetety a66ected by the recent
nece44ion, pekhap4 more 30 -than other paktis oti the
Midiand4, but  4ome heavy indurtey ha's 4uxvived. I t  i3
WOAth teaVing the canal at  Bentley Midge and walking

W7
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to the conneit o6 Wittenhatt Road, where i t  iz
pazzibte to took into an in6etno o6 heat and noize
at Gattingtoniz Fong e. Stadtey and Fortetiz wotkz
on the te6t o6 the cana.e i4 anothet typicat &tack
Countty zcene, with glowing 6uknacez and heap4 o6
zpoit.

A6-ter Fotztet'A tutnovet bnldge a zhott Length
o6 the Watzatt, including the aqueduct oven. the Grand
Junction Railway, haz -iwLn towpathz, a4 doers the
Anson Stanch as San as the junction with the Bentley
Canat, The Anzon‚ovet m i t e z  Long, waz opened in
1830 to zetve Reedzwood coniety.  I n  ta te t  years a
8CN pumping ztation was zituated neat the end o6 the
Stanch. Mote tecently, a6 ten. Sinchitt'A power ztation
wad bu i l t ,  i t  gained a new Lease o6 t i6e  dot coating
water. However the power ztation has now ctozed and
the Anson Stanch -L6 threatened with complete
abandonment. Theoteticatty the t im i t  o6 navigation id
the M6 embankment, az atthough the canal north o6 -the
motorway A4 i n  water, the cutvett wi t t  only pazz an
undetzize boat. I n  ptactice the zection north o6
Bentley Mit t  Bridge haz accumutated zo much tubbizh
that i t  Ls only a hew £nche4 deep, and -there iz
another zhattow zthetch jus t  pazt the enttance to the
Stanch. Mote zetiouz i4  an underground 6i te that BW8
zuddenty dizcoveted burning i n  the embankment neat, the
junction with the Watzati. The Anson waz etozed and
then keopened a6tet ptoteztz 6tom enthuziaztz,
ptezumabty indicating that  the 6i te wa4 not conzideted
a major problem. However the Stanch ha4 xecentty
been clozed again and -its datum_ must be in  doubt.

The ßenaey Canal waz opened i n  1843, a6tex the
1840 merger o6 the 8CN and the Wyttey and Ezzington
Canal. I t  azeended thitough 10 tockz i n  Just under
3; mite z to  jo in  the W 8 E a t  Wednez6ietd. A6tet the
abandonment o6 att. but the z ix  Lochs a t  the ban end
(zee WE2) pant o6 the Senttey was used az the toute
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o6 a 8' x  A t o n m - w a t e r  Aewen -  a note that the
teAtoned canal could Au/caw have pex6onmed at  a
6naction 06 the coat.

The WalAall Canal continues aCA044 the ‚Liven
vattey on an embankment and the two anch Jamez Midge
aqueduct (although one anch 4:4 no longen uzed a4 the
/Liven has been divented tit/tough a cutvent). The
young Riven Tame. ha4 .two main tkibutaniez, both
con6uzingty known ab the Tame. They meet a mite to
the Aouth-eaAt os hem, a t  Bezcot, and the niven then
6low4 eazt and nonth to j o in  the Tnent. The WatAall
ckozzed the mane Aouthenly o6 the two tnibutaniez a t
Gneat Sxidge: thiA i 4  the °then. The nannom jus t
betione the matonway -LA a  za6eguand againzt a bteach
in the embanbnent, az atop ptanhz can be inAetted
in  an emergency.

A6ten Jamez Midge Coppet WonkA, whene an o66ice
&bah has been bu i l t  oven the canal and thene .us an
intekezting Aide btidge on the night, the induAtnial
zunnoundingz give way to housing ad the watexway entens
a cutting. WoodwandA Midge iA moAt convenient don
accezz to  the /Lathe& zcatteted .shopping 6aci t i t iez a t
neck, including the 6izh and chip Ahop i n  Ptak  Road.
Industny netunnz a6ten Pagettiz axidge and nemainA the
pkedomihant 6eatuke unt i l  sinchiLe4 Junction. CanoeiAtA
zeem .to 6ind the canal towand WatAall  Junction
attnactive and boat4 Ahould pazz them with, cake.

In hiA "ßuadingz 06 Engtand" Pevznek dezcnibez
WatAall az "a meAA", an opinion con6inmed by the 'state
06 WatAall Town Whax6. Howevek then axe 6eatukez 06
intekezt amongzt the deneliction. The bnick watt on
the night at  the junction ha's cindex (tiuknace ztag)
panetz i n  an attnactive dezign that ha's un6ontunatety
zu66ened 6nom some exude and unsympathetic nepainA.
On the te6t a nange o6 unuzuat Victonian wanehou4eA i n
xed and btue bnick zunnound the z i te  06 the bazin. They
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ace a t  pke4ent occupied by the tocat Co-operative
Society but .there have been zuggeztions tha t  they
would be i dea  6ok a mu4eum 4peciak4ing i n  the hiAtoty
o6 .the Leathek indu4tky. Waizati haz been the centke
o6 th i4 indu4tny 6ok 4evenai hundred yeau and thet
ate many wotkA (makked with an azteki4k on the map)
manu6actuking 4addieey, bag4 and othet .leather goodA,
inauding 600tbatiA u4ed i n  the Woidd Cup Einaa. A t
Btoxwich, a  Ahott di4tance to the notth-weAt
4addeek41 iunmongety and awt btade4 wete made and thi4
ancietaky ttade cowed atzo 4eatuke in  zilch a muAeum.

UnteAA the akm ha4 been dtedged kecentty i t  ih
atmort impo44i6te to proceed beyond the nankow4, but
thete is  a  convenient mooting j u r t  be6ou -them. To
teach the town centke waik pazt the doundky and along
the back o6 the otd coat yard. The buitding a t  the end
o6 the cum i4  an unu4uat combination 06 a watehou4e
and a what6ingWA cottage. I t  i4 ptobabty unique on
the BCW but hat been attowed to Otte into di4kepaik.
In 4pite 06 4evekat kequeztA the Waizatt F./tanning
Depaktment have gatLy te6uAed the WatAatt Pianning
Sa6eguatd the buieding, a4 i t 4  ketention doeA not  &Lit
the peanz zubmitted 6ok the 4i te by devaopek4!

The Wentock LimeAtone that outetoo a t  Daw End
(zee DE4) Zie4 undek a Ahattow coveting 06 Coal Mea4ukeh
in thiA atea. Sevekat 4h4t4 weite tank around the end
o6 the cana.l arm and on the othet Aide 06 Wotvethampton
Stteet to naize the Atone, atthough exactey wheke the
wokking4 wehe, and the i t  4ize, i 4  not known. Theke
wete atAo exten4ive mine4, wi th cavekn4 and a takge
underground Lake, a  Ahott diAtance to the noktk-eazt
anound Li t t teton Stteet. Fukthek wokking4 wete
beneath Church H i t t  to the zouth-ea4t and the 4 i te 06
WatAatt Atbotetwn wa4 once a iakge time4tone quakky.
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The Waizati Branch Cana

This canal, also known as the Watzatt Junction
Canal oft the WatAwei Lochs Branch, connects the WaiAaii
Canal_ with the WaiAati Munch o6 the Wyheey and
Essington. Ae;tek Wavekhampton Stheet Midge and the
impoAing Aibion FiOtth Mite the canal reaches Lock 6
which s t i t t  has tnaditionat, nathek than hydhataic,
paddle gear on the bottom gates and a 6ine 6t ight o6
steps. L t  is  not clean, why thiA iock ha4 mithed bottom
gated white the othek seven have singes. The BCN
changed back to mithed gates i n  1843, a  couple o6
years ( * e h  the Branch opened, and i t  4i4 possibte that
.thus Lock was nebuitt a t  a Later date. The kemainz o6
Ladders can s t i i t  be seen on some o6 the advt. bottom
gates. These were phovided inAtead o6 steps a t  the
t a i i  oti each Lock. Pnovizions can be obtained at  the
shags -to the te6t o6 Top Lock Midge.

The Boatman's Rest jus t  beyond the Midge was one
-three mission hatiA on the BCN opehated by the

Incohpohated Seamen and Boatmen's F t -Lend Society. The
othek two hate's, both now dematiAhed, were newt Gas
Stkeet Basin in  Binmingham and a t  HedneA6ohd on the
Cannock Extension. The aim o6 the Society was -to cake
Son the Apihituat and physical wee6ahe o6 the boatmen.
SehviceA weke held in  the missions and at  popular
mooning pointA, ciabhoom 6ac ie i , th  (but  no aecohoZ)
phovided, and iettehA wri t ten OA the boatmen 6tee o6
change. Boat children were given ad much education as
poAAibie, aethough theih attendance was .inevitably
sporadic. The mi4AionA wowed even phovide oveknight
shettek 60h a boatman wonking a Long t k ip  on a "day"
boat without a 'mope& cabin. The boat horses were not
6ohgotten and stables were ekeeted at  the Boatman's Rest
and a t  Rushes t ,  Great Bni.dge, Ryden's (keen and HedneA6ohd;
af t  ' d a t a  where horsed and mutes nüght have -to stand
waiting theik tune bon Locks on while the boat was
Loaded. Theke were atso nüAAion haetA a t  WoivekhmApton
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Top Lock and Tipton (zee ML10) which wehe independent
o6 the  Society, although they operated i n  much the
.name way.

A Sew yakd4 beyond the mizzion the canal j0.614 t h e
Waizaii (8 i kch i t i 4 )  Gkanch o6 the  Wyetey and Ezzington.
When Waizati Lock4 were con4tnucted the end o6 t h i z
bnanch wa4 i e 6 t  as a  4hont akm. Thiz t a t e t  became the
baze 6ok E.Thoma4(Wat4aii) L t d . ,  a  canal cannier who
had zevekal hundred "day" boact4 moving 4hont haut tna66ic
(mo4tty coat) on  the 13O4 and neighbouking canaiz. AtA
commexciat tka66ic declined i n  the 1950'4 and '60 '4
"Etnie" Thoma4 was one o6 the  hew catkienz t o  zuccezz6uay
adapt .to t he  changing pat tern  o6 uze o6 the  watetwayz.
He Sounded Gaitey Canat CALii4eA4 on the Sta664 and WOACA
Canal and then moved to  Hathenton Junction, where he
zpent h-L4 nemaining years u n t i i  h i -6 death i n  1973
developing Cat6 Heath Martin and the hike 6 iee t  buzinezz
that  Lo z t i t e ,  based theke today.

Waizati'z WO' At indur tn ia t  accident occutted a t  the
nearby Wat4att Ikon Company wonkz. On the 15th 0ctobek,
1875 an oven6ifted 6uknace bu tz t  as i t  was being tapped
and 17 men (? zome account's z t a te  15 on 12) went 4haweeed
with molten metal. Three were £n Ouch agony t ha t  .they
jumped 4tnaight  in to  the  eanai. Eventuatty tue men
necoveked, tangety due .to t he  nunzing 41?IU.4 o6 Si4tee
Dona, WaizaiVz mort  6amouz inhabi tant .  S iz ten Dona
(Dokothy Pattizon) came 6kom Yokk4hike i n  1865 t o  take
change o6 Waizai i 'z  6.vc4.t ho4pi tat  and 4tayed unt ie  hen
death i n  1878. H a  nutzing techniquez weke zuch t ha t  the
death t a t e  6nom zeniouz accidentz, inain4 i n d u r t t i a t
in jukiez,  was Zezz than the average bon the mort
ptognezzive London teaching hozpi ta iz.  She was t he
c i v i i i a n  equivaient o6 Hotence NightingaZe and witu
regarded wi th  tevekence by the  townzpeopee.

A6tek pazzing .the cto4ed S i n c h i t a  power 4 ta t ion  and
eko44ing the  mazzive blue bkick aqueduct oven the raceway
the canal keachez 13i tchi t tz Junction. Turn £e6-t bon
WoZveAltanipton on t i g h t  bon the Angiezey and Paw End
Bkanchez.
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BIRMINGHAM CANAL NAVIGATIQNS,
5963 TRAIN S TA F F  T I C K E T.

LITTUWORTII RAILWAY.
I TA I N .  No. ( 1 1 1 ' . )

( i tMil) ,ANi)
YcYn nre authorised t9 proceed from

Wimbe iburz '  JUnction t o  Cooper's Lodge Junct ion,
end.,. the Tr a i n  S ta f f   wi l l  fo l low.

• N i q u i t t u r n  -

1SR
I.''CF7B.

This Ti c k e t  i s '  to  b o  given .tip b y  the l ingineman
immediately o n  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  Stnt ion t o  w h i c h  h e  i n
authorised to  proceod, to  the Chief Officer o n  du t y  thinre,
who w i l l  be held responsible for  t h i n  and a l l  such Ticke is
being .at ° n o b  cancel led a n d  forwarded t o  t h e  Of i leer
appointed to receive than, so as. to prevent tho possibil i ty
of t te i r  being useä s e c o n d  time.
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THE WYRLEY AND ESSINGTON CANAL
(including the Cannock Extension, the

Dew) End Branch, and .the Anglesey Bunch)

To j o i n  the Wyntey and Essington, tu tn  o44 the
Main Line a t  HoAseley Fields Junction, 6ottotoing the
signpost to Wat4aa and Cannock. Thi4 indication id
4omewhat misleading, as the Latten town has been
sevetal miles (tom a navigable canal since most o4
the Cannock Extension waz abandoned in  1963. Futthenmote
the W E  neaiiy i4 pant o6 the BCN, and has been since
amaigamation in  1840, athough one anm 06 the signpost
6inmiy states othenwi4e.

FihAt imptessions ate not 6avounabie. W e t
passing undek tue sol id but uninspiting bnidges, the
view ,vs o4 deteeiction and waste gnound on the t ight ,
and 06 an expanse 06 blue contugated i ton (snit i4h
Steet) on -the le4t. Howevet, appeakances ate deceptive,
and this i z  one o4 the most intetesting sttetches 06
the W X E.

The stop-.lock, now without gates, incotpotates an
oven6tow wein; an indication that the watet level i n
the W g E was once highet than £n the Wavenhampton
Levee o6 the Sitmingham Canat4, and that any zany/us
Glowed into the Latter. This was designed to salieguand
the water supply o6 the Binmingham system when the
junction was opened i n  1794. The Act bon the consttuction
06 the new canal included clauses to  th iz  e44ect,
insetted a t  the insistence o6 .the 13i2uningham company,
not 4unpni4ingiy in  view 06 thein constant pnobZem4 with
water 4hontage4.

Early maps show a t o l l -house on the ie6t  o6 the
nattows but no tnace 06 .this temains, and the two-
4eneyed building on the night, almost hidden behind
tumbZedown shacks, was used bon many years. The anm on
this side o6 the canal leads -to the LMS Boat Dock (also
known az Commekcia Whan6) which has tecently been
testoted by the West Midlands County Council.

WEO



HOWLEY FIELDS
JUNCTION

BY

1.0

(illette Esc
Tool WollES)

erToa
I 1 4 0 8 5 6 1 1 1

ALS4

GAT1
S H A M ,

a l e /  I  I
ST.

11.10ESEL1V111156 ZuNcrimi 151104
(51(AlasHARE
Ifead FouradtV)

(1101ISELEY
1.11S5

GAS %AMA!)

0  SM
Tt ProN 9-  W o L v E R  HAmiToN-r,e4d ,  i e  t e i m o  - -mm M A I N  L I N  E (MLI7) T o r  LocK )

T  .  .  ( A c A t t L y i n J I z i i L L i m j , 1 . 2 , . t u m y e •
P

44TIF

1 1  1  1  1  4  1  I  t i l l  I  t i  I l l (

•  z

(WHAM,
4 - -Ststo

H I L L )

FFf
LT

eie `t•

<omeLey ,
eArreitiEs% • •

EVES Moon.

529, z m st °  e
Set5,
S/1,
5 / 2  , t rninneent

(oup
H E M
coati/11'1

(uwioawet«
(unetiene))

(SWAN; GARDEN
IRON wous

(awe CAEr

4—A(44
cotunty La i )

r  -  -  -  -  -
a

(THoftwe(cRoFT'S
IAoN <WORKS)

I •

I
I

WEW ittrfew s)Loom«(cycte

(81111SH
OIL

W O R K S ) /%se

PAiniT AND
PRINTING INK
WORKS
(nurneR Kt)))

(ten
HORSE LEY

FIELDS STOP

1.14.

QUALCilsr button:
FouNDel L _ I

V./.7 0 N • - 1
HIGH LEVEL

BRITISH 4;-•,;;;;u r e i r

STEEL WoLVERIA PM PTON
WORKS

(OSIER BED WoRKs)

L.M. S ( K R )
GineJAL

pE?oT

f.4'rom
H.L)

CC, . . 4 2
»4411

2o40«

WIoN -  WALSALL
LINE

F.P.

WE 1



Un6ottunateey the Boat Dock iiiu4thated the
di66icuity o6 achieving te4tonation without to4ing
much o6 the chatactet and intenezt o6 the otiginat.
The coblyeed yard has become tarmac, the cotoun wash
and AUhtie hence acne .incongruous, and the mazzive oak
beam along the &toot og the Dock have di4appeated.
Six o6 these beam were attanged in  paiAz Aunning down
.to the watet, and 6otmed 4iipway4 up which the boats
were dragged by hand windeaue6. This Dock was unuzuat
£n that "ptLUng out" was done tengthwize rather than
zidewayz, as was the uzuat pnactice.

Many od the onigina.e buadingz have been demoti4hed.
The boitethou4e and peank-bending ached went come years
ago; the btack4mith'4 dotge, gatehouse and one 06 the
two pitched noo6z o6 the Dock, wi th an attkactive
taitway-etyie canopy oven the am, dizappeaned eluting
restoration. However the nemaining noo6 .co
zupponted by elegant cast-inon caumn4, and the btabie
&tack has bound new woe az indu4tt ia i  pnemizez. Anothen
2,044 i 4  the ot iginat toots, including boat jacks,
bortockz and windZa44e4, which were 4 t i i i  i n  use here
one!' y e a r s  ago. Some o6 these ate pubabig
tecovetabt.e, a t  though i t  i4 perhaps unZikety that they
wi t i  even tetunn to th is  z i te .

Boat Jack -  Hok4eiey Fieed4 Dock W E I
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The bazin on -the £e6-t oppo4ite the coat Dock L
a Midtand RaiZway .interchange bazin. The Midland wa4
the t a z t  06 the  theee haitwayz t o  reach Woivenhampton,
anniving i n  1872, and th.i.4 canal depot waz b u i t t  about
1880. U n t i t  twelve on thinteen yeau ago the  ba4in
had a 42 boot p a n  t imber noo6 zuppohted on a 300 boot
tong beick waZZ on one zide, and on eteven cazt  i j ton
coZumn4 i n  the middee o6 the  canal on the  other.  I t

zthuctuhaity zound and demolit ion appeared to
zenve no uze6ut puhpoze. Pnopo4at4 bon uze a4 mooking4
have hecentey been pu t  donwand and, i 6  appnoved, 4houLd
emote the 6utuke 06 the  bazin.

The canat now pazzez thnough a mixed i ndu r th ia t /
hezidentiat area and onto a  tow embankment a6teh Dean4
Road Midge.  16 uzing the  accezz i n t o  the  can pant a t
the heat 06 t he  &iLL-s Head bewahe 06 nubbie i n  the
canal. Wedne46ieZd Heath, opened i n  1837, waa t he
oniginat WoZvenhampton /station, b u t  i t  wa4 400n
zupekzeded by WoZvekhampton High Level., and elozed i n
1873. L t  wa4 6inaiZy demoZi4hed i n  the t a l e  19604. I n
1923 one o6 the  6 ihz t  thotteybuz zehvicez i n  ßh i ta in
began openating along the  WoZvenhampton Road to
Wednez6ietd.

At Wednez6ietd Junction theke ake nea4onabZe
mooking4 under .the cazt- ikon /Loving (midge; -the towpath
i z  .wed by vehicie4 6nom the £oct hou4e (8CN No.245)
and 4hottid not  be obzthucted. The 6oheez 06 Edward,
zon 06 AL6hed the Great, de6eated the Danez i n  a  b a t t l e
i n  t h i z  area (exact z i t e  unknown), a t  the t ime 04 t he
heconquezt 06 the  DaneZaw by the Englizh.

The Bentley Cana wa4 etozed i n  1961, except bon
the 6 i i g h t  06 4.ix tockz a t  -thin end. The o n e  hedeeming
6eatuhe 06 t h i 4  ceo4uke wa4 t h a t  i t  helped t o  convince
iocaZ authohit iez t h a t  eLiminati_on 06 a  canoe neatty
wa4 more tkoubZe4ome and expenzive than ne4tonation.
The remaining z i x  tockz ake not  navigabte az t he  paddle
geat haz been removed and the  canal bZocked
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by a AubAtantial hence at  Wett Lane ßkidge below tack
4. This Aection wa4 only Aetained bon water supply
pukpoise4 (.there weite boon abAtnaction point4 i n  .this
£eng.th) and use 0,6 the Locks haA been 4thongty
di6counaged Aince -the early 19704.

An inteteAting 6eatuke wad the coal untoadek to
be bound between ZockA 5  and 6. Coal .to 6uet a gad
pkoduceA wad 4hovetted &tom a boat into a tunnel under
the towpath, a  WOAM conveyors (40.6 twined and caAtied
the coat .thiwugh the -tunnel, where i t  gett into a
continuouA t i ne  06 bucketA and waA l i t i ted  up into the
plant. Un6oAtunatety .th-&s wad removed and .the towpath
levelled dome years ago. The Midtand Wat4att Line,
now Oteight only, had been bilged beyond the woithA a t
the bottom 06 the 6tight.

The 6oundation4 .06 -the octagonal .oP2-066ice ake
cleanly viAible by Wedne66ietd Stop. The Ladies and
gentA to i l e t s ,  now dekelict, were pteAumably erected
60A the bene6it 06 tho4e engaged i n  the canal tAa46ic,
ad L t  L6 unl ikely .there wa4 much demand &tom the
genekal public bon 6actl i t ied here. Rookeky bridge
had a AhaAp bend on either zide with pooh_ v i z i b i t i t y.

Wednez6ietd has been bu i l t  on an owte'wp 06
doienite, a  brown on green igneou4 hock, which
06ten very close to the m£A6ace, and i4 exposed i n
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zevetai pLacez where the canal has been cut thnout i t .
Quakkying don ' t o n e  was wide4ptead, panticutatty
on the 'oath 4ide 06 the vietage, but  there weite no
productive coat meazutez and mining proved unpto6itabLe.
The indurt t ia t  tevotution had i i t t i e  dixect e66ect on
the vLUage, beyond the development o6 zmaii wetkzhopz
engaged in  metaiwothing. The most impoktant 06 these
cottage indliAtnie3 was Lock and key manu6actuke,
though on a 'matter zeaLe than in  neighbouting
Wittenhatt, and ttapmaking, which was atmo4t a
Wedne46ietd monopoty. The trap'  Hanged &tom thoze
Got rats up to Lion and man nap (uzuat iy  without
teeth i n  the jam) .

Even now -there ' t  IL something 06 a vittage
atmoeheke in  the Chwtch Street area, pekhapz enhanced
by the way that WednezPleZd tend' to  twin i t z  back on
the canal, so that  access to  High Stkeet 'hops Ls not
encouraged. Ei thet  6ottow the path jus t  be6ote the
6i tz t  house a6tet Rookery Midge on use the opening
into the can park a t  the teat 06 buiedingz i n  Chukch
Stheet. The .latter .vs mote convenient 60h the main
'hopping centre but depend' on the hence nemaining
down. Between Pin6oLd Midge and Wand's Skidge theke
4:4 a pleasant mooning oventooking -the 4choot gaging
gads .  Although the coutze 06 the Roman Road 6nom
Edgba4ton to Stketton on Watting St'teet L6 not known
with cettainty, theke 4 o m e  evidence that i t  mozzed
the t ine 06 the canaL jus t  a6tet Pin6otd Midge, and
tan pa/Latta with i t  on the Le6t as 6at as Moat rouse
skidge.

Much 06 the next hew mitez 4:4 tezidentiat i n
chatactek but with ganden4 tanning down to the canal,
many tkeez, and several open atea4, i t  Lo not  un-
attnactive. DeviVz Elbow Midge L  next to a
patticutatty t igh t  bend, and no doubt i.t.s name
negeetz -the di66icuLtiez encountexed by boatmen when
negotiating these ob4tacte4 with Loaded boat4. I t  ZS
now one o6 the mast gkotezque 4ight4 on the 13CN az
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eveky inch has been covened with white cement
nendening. Possibiy thLs 4:4 ate that i4  hading
the [midge togethen!

Evidence 06 6o/unen mining ac t iv i ty  begina -to
appeat asten. Otinthus Skidge, and continues 6ot the
next two on thkee miles, with the kemaina o6 a numbek
06 coaieny basins viaibZe, pakticutakly on the te6t
06 the canae. Hol ly Bank Basin (Shont Heath idnanch)
ma the. Zakgeat 06 theze, i n i . t i  a P e y aenving the minea
at New Invention, and .eaten Natty Bank Coitieny.
This baain hab kecentey been dnedged and landacaped,
and ia a convenient mooning 6ot "The Swan".

Pool Hayea Midge, and the ovengow weit a 6ew
hundned yakds be6one, an.e attkactive iced bkick
atkuctukez. The Midge now aenvea no punpose, and
the tkack ekoaaing i t  .Ls biocked on both aide's o6
the canal, bu t  i t  may weft date 6nom the time when
-the eana,e was conatnacted.

Theke .us no acceza to  the ahopa a t  Lane Head
skidge; i t  i4 beat to moon be6one the bnidge and waik
acnoss the gnass to  Gkeadiek Stneet. These ane the
labt shops within easy neach 06 the eanai 6on 6ive
milea on 40. Both "The United Kingdom" and "The
ßkidge" make commendabZe e66onts to  attkact cuatom
by pkoviding atepa and a gate to theik keapective can
pakka, but  mooting by athek i4 d i 6 iC l i t t  owing .to
obatkuctiona i n  the canal.

The hotaing eatatea are now ie b e h i n d  and the
canal winds through an area wheke the acau 06 mining
have been concealed by nature, aa i n  Rough Wood, on
neclai.med by man, as with the clay pi ts on the night.
This open apace Ls very poputak with Local kezidenta,
and the canal banka can be ekowded with walkers,
picnic paktiez and aightaeeka. Theke Ls a  nature
t r a i l  thkough Rough Wood (stop 3 on the t k a a  .ca a t
Bentley Whan6 Bkidge) and a &tee booklet deackibing
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th,i4 n o n m a t t y  avaitabte 6nom Watzatt Libitaky.
Untioktunatety i t  i4 atptezent out o6 peint and
Atockz ate exhaurted, but  hope6utty a new edition
wit t  000n be avaitabte.

Even without the guide-book .there .ins much o6
intetezt to be zeen in  .the area. The nokthekn hat6
45S covered with mixed deciduouo woodland whiLot to
the booth, bokdeking the canat, Lo heath on nough
gkautand with dente hawthonn zetub. There has
pnobabty been t i t t t e  on no mining Aince -the. 1926
Genekat Shrike but the Aux6ace wotkingz and ohattow
zha6t4 can A t i t t  be bound -  one o6 the zha6tz Lo
doze to the £e6t bank 06 the canat about 150 yautz
a6tek the demotizhed btidge. Many o6 the pooto alte
the tezutt  o6 zubzidence and 6tooding 06 o-Pd wokkingo,
and the moundz zcatteted between them ate p i t  bankz
and zpoit heapz, 4ome bunnt -to red zhate by Apontaneouz
combustion o6 the wazte coat i n  them. The counze o6
-the tkamway tanning to zhagt 12 Lo makked by a nai l
embedded i n  a path about 100 yatdz 6nom the canal.

To the ea4t o6 Bentley Whak6 Btidge the M6
diztuptA the Aemi-tutat tkanquitity and the noize and
6umez remain as an accompaniment aemort az ban a4
Sneyd Junction. Az zome compenzation -there are viewz
actozz the vattey o6 the Sneyd &nook -to Bioxwich and,
on the night, t o  Watutit and Batt Beacon (744 6eet.).
The moot prominent tandmatk, and one which w i t t  be
seen upeatedty oven the next ten miters on more,
Watuttt (si tchit tA) Powell. Station.

At Sneyd Junction the main t ine 06 -the canal
beait4 Ahatp t igh t  Linden_ the btidge; zt ta ight  ahead
4:4 the Wyktey Stanch, now oniy navigabte az 6at az
the deketict bottom tock o6 -the Sneyd 6P.ig6Lt. Thi4
bnanch wao an integtat patt  o6 the W& E ao oeiginatty
planned and i t  UM b u i l t  concutkentty w.≤.th the
Wotvekhampton -  Bitchit£4 zection. I t  Led to the
Ezzington Lockz Line and both theze canat4 zetved
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the minez o6 Henry Vernon, a  leading 4hatehadek and
chairman 06 the Company in  1796, who had agteed to
zupply a teguian tka66ic on the new canal by uzing
i t  to ttanzpott hi4 coat. Un6ottunately the tetation-
4hip 40on .turned lout as ptoblemz anoze with the
Ezzington Line, which £e6.t the Wn.ytey stanch .three
6uttongz above Sneyd Top Lock and way opened -two on
thtee yeah £a-tett. One indication 06 -the ztnained
tetationzhip was tha t  in  1799 Vetnon deliberately
breached the canal to necoven a zunken boat and
£owetced a 12 mite pound 7 £nehea -  an unuutat and
phobabty unique action by an ex-chainman o6 a canal
company! This dispute tumbted on inconauzivety dot
15 yeaAA on mote and at  one ztage Tel6otd KU4 azked
to eepoet on the ztate o6 the canal.

The Ezzington Branch wa4 very much a white
elephant. The zhott zummit pound, a t  about 533 beet,
LAW the highezt Level /Leached by any conztituent
company 06 the BCN, but  .the Locke were exttemety
di66icuZt to uze az the water zupply uez 6AOM a zmall
ztteam, zupplemented by pumping. Pethapz not
zutptizingly, the branch waz abandoned 4ometime in
the l az t  centuky.

The Wyntey Bank Stanch tan no0AttOOAA 4AOM neat
the end o6 the Wyttey Stanch, and waz imptoved and
extended in  1857 to give a to ta l  Length 6tom Sneyd
Junction to the texminuz 06 3; milez. Both bnanchez
weal clozed in  1954, an un6ottunate Z4944 as they tan
.through pleazant counttyzide and thete wete zevetal
6eatukez 06 intetezt.  Theze included the two temaining
BCN wooden i i6t-btidgez, z imi la t  .to thoze on the
Llangollen Canal, and Sneyd Rezetvoin, which 4 t i t t
containz .home watet, atthough z i l ted and ovehghown
and no tonget cased. The BCN Head 066ice KUA moved to
Sneyd Howse (BCN No.199) i n  1939 and temained theke
unt i l  nationalization in  1948. The Hou4e and
outbuildingz, on the Le6t o6 the canal above the
te4eevoin, were demoti4hed in  1972.
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Continuing towandz BinchiLtz there i4 a
puzzling step in  the towpath oppozite Sneyd
Maintenance Yalu( -  pozzibty a "honze atop" on which
an anima . which had 6a ten i n  the waten could peace
Lt4 6one6eet and be hauled back onto dry Band. The
oven6tow wein be6one Sneyd Stop u n u A u a t  i n  that
a plank bridge caknieA the towpath oven i t .  The
iteinaindeA o6 th is  Length .cam a nathen uninte&eAting
mixtune 06 induAtny and houzing, wi th  very L i t t l e  in
the way 06 6acit i t ieA. The two Hathenton btaAt
6unnaceA and the old biowing-engine house were
demotizhed in  1982. The second aide Midge here,
although the bette& pnuenved 06 the two, w i t h  wooden
capping to  pnotect the bnickwonk 6nom tow-tine wean,
haz a  dangenouz hate .in t o w p a t h  ekoAAing i t .

Twin night a t  SinchillA Junction bon Watzatt
Lock4 and the Watzatt Canal. The 6inzt hat6 mite on
40 06 the WatAatt Stanch, as flan as SinchittA Whan6,
i4 Atnict ty pant 06 the W g E., az i t  was the (vagina
tine, but  even be6one i t  was open the Company had been
empowered to extend the canal 6nom Binchitiz Junction
to HuddleA6ond via Catzhitt. The branch waz l i t t l e
used a6te& the BCN'A Watzatt Cant  /Leached the town
6n.om the oppoAite dinection i n  1799, and i t  appanantly
nemained 40 until. the two canatA wene Linked i n  1841
by the conztnuction 06 Watzatt Lanka.

Beyond Green Lane 'Midge the 'site 06 Bitchi t tz
Hatt Mon WonkA (galvanized and connugated sheens,
Owing pang and boat ptateA) Lo now occupied by the
wonkA 096 TI StainleAA Tube's, a6ten which the canal
again pcume4 in to  a mainly neAidentiat area. The
boatyard a6 Peter Keay and Son has necentty been taken
oven by KeetkaAt Nannowboatz and moved to Mine/Iva Whan6
at Honzetey FietdA, thu4 ending oven 6i6ty yeau 06
wooden boat building a t  Ptatt'A ßeidge Dock.

The LMS Watzatt to Cannock t ine .cis 6neight artily,
atthough there Lo a At&ong Local campaign to reopen
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i t  6on pazzengen tna66ic. The canat cuzzez the
kaitway cutting i n  an impnezzive blue bkick aqueduct,
with a pier/. between the tnackz huppokting a centtat
zegmented ikon tkough, and on each hide o6 thia a
cazt (itch. Ltoydh, Fo4teh and Co., whohe inzcAiption
iz on the akch, tatek became pakt o6 the /Lime Patent
Shat Company. When the kaitway wa4 conhtkucted the
oppmtunity auz taken to cut  o66 a bend in  the canat,
while a t  the hame time avoiding a Lengthy ztoppage.
Thiz weh done by digging a new t ine inctuding the
aqueduct inzide the bend be6oke cutting tit/tough the
a d  t ine, which then became two bazinz. The zecond
o6 t h u e  6 u t t  o6 d e u t i c t  nannowboatz. Such
"gtaveyandz" wene a common bight on the BCN i n  the
19504 and '604 a4 cockgoeh weke-to4t to 'toad tnanzpont
and moke on iezz woAtheezz nedundant boatz wete buxnt,
bnoken up on zimpty abandoned. Many have once been
zatvaged by enthuziaztz 6on convemion to pteazuxe
uze, otheAz have dizintegnated whene .they Lay, and
ketativety 6ew now Aemain. A Lange pkopoktion o6 the
boatz on the W k E weke bu i t t  ovenzize 6ot uze on
the tock-6tee Wotvekhampton Levee, which wah oven. 40
mitez i n  Length. They wehe known ab what6 on 'amp-ton
boatz, meazuned c 86' x  7'9", and catnied up to 50
tonh o6 coat 6kom the Cannock Cha.se pith to  6actoky
and powek ztation whanvez i n  Wotvekhampton, Sitzton
and Tipton. Them. axe AepoAtz, pozzibty apocnyphat,
o6 amateur zatvage teamh Aaizing a zunken boat and
then 6inding that  they wene unable to  pazz thkough
the 6ikht Lock they encountexed.

Jurt a6tek Coat PooL 8xidge the towpatch
atmoht blocked by pohth and ka4.2h and theke i4
anothek ztep himitak to the one a t  Sneyd. Hehe and
at Hitdickz axidge the canal i4 ° a y  a mite az the
chow g ie4  tom Wintektey on the Daw End Branch; by
waten i t  i4 ten timez the diztance. I t  -i.e) penhape
inadvizabte to Leave a boat unattended in  t i l ih area;
in 1982 a koad-Aottek packed ovennight in  the hozpitat
gkoundh ended up on i t z  zide, wi th  engine Aunning, i n
the cut.
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Pet4att MA a  mining vi l lage i n  the iaz t  centuky
and Petzail Hatt Coitiety KUA the zcene o6 a majot
dizaztek on 14 Novemben 1872, when watek bnoke into
old wonkingz and the p i t  wa4 6tooded. ktthough
mittion gallows o6 waten weke pumped out in  an attempt
to nezcue any 4UhViV0A4, twenty-two men and boy4 died.

In common with ()then 18th centuky canaiz the
W. g  E. avoided majot eatthwoth by 6ottowing the
contout .eine and ttifs .vs veny obviou4 a4 i t  wind4
thnough the vi i iage o6 Li t tee 8Zoxwich and entenz open
counttyAide. The bend4 heke indicate why the canal
populakly ne6ekked to az the "Cuney Wyttey7 atthough
thiz zoundz mote Zike a 6azhionabZe haikdkezzen than
an old boatmare4 phtaze. Anothek nickname MS the
"ganzeyz (on ganzeez); indicating that  zome ztketchez
(eg. the embankment by Lotd Hay'A Brunch Canal) wene
zo expozed and bleak that  Gueknzey zweatenz weke o6ten
wonn. Thi4 tetm waz appakently alzo uzed Son Ruzhatt.
Lockz and Walzall.

The next hew milez o6 the W. g  E. ate mote
intekezting botanically than mo4t o6 the populak
culiAing watekwayz ass the number o6 boats diztunbing
thiz t u n a  zection o6 the 8CN La tetat ivety 4matt,
and zpeciez zuch ad white water l i l y ,  watet v iolet ,
6toweting nuzh and the .true bututzh can be Sound in
of neon the canal. Fizhley Midge No.1 on Lotd Hay'
canal (1 i  miles, abandoned 1954) ha4 no towpath and
the towing- l ine  would have had to be detached be6ote
a hone-drawn boat could pazz thnough i t .  ThLa penhapz
indicatez tha t  the bulk o6 the tna66ic wetz to  Fizhley
Cottiety bazin j u r t  pazt the bkidge. On the £e6-t jua-t
adtek the branch the caneal ovettookis a g a d  where
hokzez can dsome,time,6 be zeen chaining with zulkiez
Got hannezz /Lacing ( t u t t i n g ) .

Pe a l l  Wonkz Midge iz  one o6 the rant intekezting
ztnuctukez on the 8CN. I t  i s  -the eantiezt dated
Houetey Company bridge and pozzibly one o6 the 6 i t4 t
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evek produced by them. Sakpi t iz ingy i t  appeam t o
have been compietety .ignored by indwstk ia i
akchaeoZogiAt3 and ioca t  hiztokian4. Oathough veky
di66ekent i n  AtyZe and dezign 6kom the & t e n
Houney bkidgeh t he  magni6icent a/Leh o6 cas t - ikon
peateh had t he  dame chaeacteni4tic etegance.

Wood Common wad t he  A i t e  o6 P e a a t i  lkonwokk3,
and iooking acko33 the  common now i t  cd d i66 icuet  t o
imagine t ha t  a hand/Led yeaA4 ago theke were 2 b.taAt
6uknace4, 40 puddiing 6uknace4, 7  mite's and 6okgez,
a gas producing peant, eimekien3 and Zocomotive Ahed3
between P e a a f l  Wokk4 M idge  and Petsat i  Junction.
Been 6ok the ikonwokkek6 um4 cakkied i n  bucketA
attached to  a  yoke 6kom the Fkee Trade Inn, and a
"Tommy Shop", now convekted -to a  dweeting-houze and
keeentey modeknized, was next  to  t he  (midge. Thi4
wad pant  o6 an iniquitow3 AyAtem wheneby wokke/LA
keceived pant o6 t h e i k  wage a 6  token4, which cowed
oniy be exchanged 6ok good3 a t  the company 4hop.
Thu6 the  owneu pko6ited not  oniy 6kom ,their  main
buzine44 bu t  atso 6kom the ik  empeoyee3' pukcha4e4
o6 600d and othek neceu i t ie6 .  The company went
bankkupt i n  the kece4Aion o6 the  18903, t h e i k
coti iekie4 weke 4oid t o  the  Watutet. Wood Coi t ieky
Company, and At6ked Hickman o6 Si tAton SteetwokkA
bought the  4atvage kight3.

The Cannock Exten3ion Canai jOiMA t h e  Main t i n e
on the i e 6 t  a t  Peaut i .  Junction. Conztkucted between
1858 and 1863 th,bs caned. extended 53 m i t a  -to
Hedne46oxd 8a4.614 i n  the heakt o6 the  Cannock Cha4e
coai6ietd, and connected wi th  the Hathekton Bkanch
o6 the  Sta66okdshike and Wokcateuhike Cana v i a
Chukchbkidge Lock3. I t  was t he  Za4t branch o6 -the
8CN to  be b u i l t  and i 4  veky much a kccitway age canaZ,
/tanning Atka ight  acko66 County and Ruth ma44.cve b.eue
bkick bkidgeh. ThiA can be eteakty Aeen 6kom the
junction, w i t h  a continuous 4ekie4 o6 bkidge anche4
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The Cannock Extern Lon Canal

A6tex paAAing PetAate Stop, w i t h  i t 4  intexeAting
col lect ion o6 canalzide buildingA, t h i A canal  xunA
thkough a t txac t ive  countxyAide to  a  geoup o6 boatyaed4,
including M.E.8xaine and Canal Tean4poet Seevice4, a t
Hokton Cane4 Dock4. Mooning i 4  po44ible almoAt anywhexe,
although newt the kennets i t  can be veey noisy i 6  -the
dog's alte datuebed. The beAt A i te  i 4  peobably the a d
col l ieky baAinA a r t e t  Wyeeey Common Skidge. Winding iA
po4Aible hexe on. a t  the entkance to  Canal Tean4pokt
Sekvice4 dock, wheke watex, 6uee and El4an disposal
6aci t i t ieA axe avai lable.

Chukchbkidge Locks, which connected the Cannock
Exten4ion wi th  the Sta664. and (Vona's. Canal, wexe
demai4hed i n  1955 by opencaAt mining, and the Cannock
Extenzion w a A  cloAed nokth o6 Watling Stxeet i n
1963 becauAe o6 AubAidence. ThiA waA Ao bad t h a t  6on
Aevexat. yeau a  team o6 Micklayen4 waA continuouAiy
engaged in laying Auccemive couk4e's o6 6/Lick's to build
up the bankA. Aex ia l  photogeaph4 taken juAt  ad-tee
cloAuxe 'show the canal a t  Noeton completely g i l l e d  wi th
abandoned boats (70 on. 40 i n  .Leda than i  m i l e ) .  A  Acid
commentaxy on the nun down 06 the  BCN and the value o6
boat4 wi thout  caegoe4! The clo4ed Aection Kel4
chaeacteki4ed by Aome Apectaculax embankment's wi th
panokamic viewA and monwnental h i c k  ovekgow weikA.
At the end o6 -the beanch wa4 Li,tteewoeth Teamway, opened
at  about the 4ame t ime a4 t h e  canal and the only ta i lway
owned by the BCN. I t  connected wi th  the complex netwoek
o6 l ineA Aexving the  Cannock Cha4e coal6ield and hough t
40 much txa66ic -to Hedne46oed BaAinA t h a t  Lamp AtandaxdA
went_ exected Ao t h a t  Zoading o6 coa l  could continue 24
houx6 a  day.
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appeaxing to menge into one anothex. Onty juAt oven
a mite o6 the canaZ xemainA navigabte but theke cute
Aevenai excettent peace's 60A a quiet ovetnight mooting.

Funthen atong the W. & E., uncle& Vonlm Foundry
i4 an ancient SkitiAh Tnanzpont CommiAAion

notice. Thi4 i 4  nemakkabty wete pneAenved conAidexing
that i t  mutt be more than 20 yeau a d  (the BTC MA
abotiAhed at  the end 06 1962). Both Giepin'A Min and
the Stough Min wene Ahont pkivate bnancheA to
caZienieA; -the entnance to the iat ten i4 btocked but
othexwiAe i t  i n  xecoonabte condition aA dan co the
tock chambex.

Coopem Midge wad b u i l t  at  about the tunn 06 the
centuny to tepeace a Awing Midge, which no doubt
o6ten cauAed detay. I t  caxxie4 -the inAcxiption o6
J.GettingA g  Co., and appeau -to be the onty exampee
o6 theix won(' on the BCN. The pnotective totems on
the towpath Aide 06 -the Midge hate have diAappeaked
but thein AuppoAt's and the guand a t  -the baue to
pkevent Anagging 06 the towing- t ine can A t i t t  be -seen.

/Ati ten. paAAing two xaitway intenchange baAin's on
the te6t  the carat AwingA 'wand the out.AkiAtA 06
BotownhittA. AcceAA t o  the High Stneet AhopA b u t
obtained by mooning by the 600tbxidge and waking
down Piex Stneet ox Sitvex Stneet. A t  CatAhiit
Junction taut night 6ox the Daw End ßxanch, teading
to the RuAhatt and Tame Vattey CanaiA, 04 continue
aeong the main t ine towaxdA Angtezey BaAin and
ChaAewatex.
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Anchon. t3nidge caitnie4 the. o ld  Cheisten Road oven
-the canal.; i n  the 18-th centuny tnaveteen6 on th-i4
4-tnetch o6 noad wene tinequentty inconvenienced by
-the highwayman Torn King.

Since leaving Wolvenhampton the. g  E haz been
en.ozzing the. South Sta66ond4h-i.ne Coat6ield 611.0111 we)St
to east ,  and haz been on /Loch o6 -the Lippen and niddie
Coal. Meazunez (pnedominatay the. -eatten.). iVean the
entnance t o  -the. Sandhile4 Anm, which hais now d-Z4appeaned
unden 6evuntand, -the. canal pazzez i n t o  an anea o6 Bunten
zandztone and pebble beds. Thi.4 ned Aandstone v e n y
obviouz i n  the. cut t ing 0 9 l e y  Junction, whene the
Angle4ey ikanch 0-0111$2,5 i n  on the. te.6t. I t  n o t
unuzuae -to zee king6-izheAz along t h i z  length;  a
ztnik ing contnazt with othen, mone induistnia,C, pcvaz
o6 .the BCN.

The. main t i n e  now ends a  6ew ycvubs beyond the.
Junction, j u 4 t  unden the. a t tnact ive Honzetey tunnoven
bnidge. F40171 1797 u n t i l  1954 Og-eey Lockz Zed down
thnough Lich6ie,ed du Huddle46ond Junction j u r t  oven
7 mile4 away on -the. Coven.₹ny Canal. 06 a f i  the. CLOAU11.024
that  -the. BCN has zu66ened thi,s waz undoubtedly the mort
un6ontunate, az 4 e v e n e d  a veny uze6ut. Zink w i th  the
Tnent and Meit4ey and adjoining canatz. l l a i k e  the.
Cannock Ex,ten4ion, which had -immense pnobZemz
zubzidence, thene appeanz -to have. been no panticutan
n.eazon 6on abandonment, othen than -the coat o6
maintaining -the canat and -itz 30 ZOCILS i n  n.ea4onable
onden.

In 1877 -the. 8i/shop o6 Lich6ie,Cd, who4e d i o c u e
inceuded much o6 -the. nonthenn zection o6 the. BCN, had
a boat bu ie t  wi.th a cabin 6 i t t ed  out  6on. ne-fig-Lows
4envice4 and appointed a chaplain, -the Lich6ie,ed
Diocezan 8a/we 144:44ioncuty, -to min,izten to  t he
ApiitZtuai need's o6 -the canal population.
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The AngZeAey /Punch

The AngZezey ftanch waz ot ig inat ty  a deedet (tom
Chcoewaten (Cannock ChaAe) teAavoik. Thiz waz made
navigabie i n  1850 when the Manqu4z o6 AngZeAey Atanted
to develop coat mineA i n  the atea. MoAt od -the bkanch
i4 on -the Bunten SandAtone and the in6Zuence o6 the
undeniying tock on the vegetation i4 veny noticeabee.
ChanacteniAtic heathtand ptantA Auch ad bett-heathet
and Zing 6toutiAh on the wete-dnained acid 40iiA,
paxticuZa/Ley atound the ° id  pi tz dug Son moutding band.

The namepZateA on AngZezey and Fneeth bnidgez axe
od an unuAuai daign with Acattoped endA. Fneeth Midge
Ls one o6 two with Aimitan llama on the W K E, and thene
i4 a th i td  on the Tame Vattey Cana (q.v.:TV4).
Bewane o6 boutdem i n  the canal on the towpath Aide
when teaving Butntwood Road Btidge, and do not peace
-too much neZiance on the notice neganding mooting a
t i t t t e  6uxthen atong, co thene axe one on two Ahattow
axeaA (e.g. by the ovendtow weik on the Ze6t).

Coat waz Loaded a t  AngZezey Basin untie 1967 and
the nuAteing AkeeetonA on the bank ane the chuteA whene
i t  Kaz tnanA6exxed 6tom Lonty to boat. The black
pittatA axe the Auppontz os ea./I-tie& chute4 which
extended actoAA the canal Ao that  boatA coutd be Loaded
az they moved undetneath. Theze neticA, and the coat
duAt At iZt  t ibetat ty Acattexed along the towpath, ane
a l t  that twa in  at, mementoA o6 the tazt  negutat coat
tna66ic on the BCN.

The 8azin now 44 ideae Son ovetnight mooting, wi th
ampee toom dot dozenA os boatA and Aomething o6 inteneAt
neanby dot atmoAt anyone. The &mounding axea i4
impontant (gnade A) 4cn natuxe conAetvation, wi th Aome
attnactive peant communitieA and Aevenae uncommon ApecieA
06 bindA. The valve houze on the dam givez dome idea
o6 what a 8CN octagonaZ tott-oddice muAt have tooked

WE14
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t ike betiote they were att. demoiished, and the
etadtsmanship shown i n  the btickwonk od the AtuiceA
at the end o6 the ovetgow channee is  worth examination.
There i4 water Aki-ing, power-boating and Aaiting on
Chazewatet, t u t t i n g  a t  the Raceway, and an amw6ement
patk where a naitway ptezeuation society has a
cottection od exhibits (inctuding a 8CN boundary post)
and a Length od teAtoted ttack, wi th  tnainA tanning on
Sundays and Bank Hotidays.

In 1799 Chasewatet wu4 the scene o6 what must have
been a Apectacutat diAaAtet when the dam gave way,
appatantety jus t  ( * e t  i t  had been bwLt (on even as
the kezenvoit was d i t t ing) .  Watet swept down to the t igh t
o t h e  p taent  day canat, cuAAed Wafting Stteet, joined
the &tack Brook neat ShenAtone and gna i ty  pouted into
the Rivet Tame neat Tamwotth. Luckily the good passed
thitough a ApatAety populated al ea and thete seem'
have been t i t t t e  damage: some sheep and catt te wete
drowned, a  new 'midge neat Shenstone was demolished,
and meadow' were £ebt 12 incheA deep i n  gtavet. The dam
was tebu i t t  bated with 'zone and haA Aince Aetved
putpoAe welt; 40 weit that the W R E tegutatty sotd
AutptuA waxen to companieA Auch aA the Bitmingham and
Livetpoot Junction ( ta te t  pant t h e  Sloopshite Union)
and the Dudtey.
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The DMA End Stanch

The Daw (pronounced Doe) End Bunch wad completed
in Late 1802 on. 1803, zome dive yeaAz a4tgt the main
Zing o6 the w g E; Zack o4 4inance Aeemz to  have been
the pkincipaZ reason 40A the delay. ThiA wad yet
another problem don Wi2Uam P i t t ,  the engineek o6 the
W g E, i n  addition to hiA di44icuZtieA with the
EAzington Stanch and the cottapze od the dam a t
ChaAewatet. PL i 4  zomething od an enigma: Zi t tZe
AeemA to  be known about him and he does not appear to
have bwLU any °then canes z.

The Stanch Aenved the time6tone wonkingz a t  Daw
End and Hay Head, and waz °Aiginatey known ass the
Hay Head Stanch. The 1954 Act o4 PanZiament which
cZoAed AevetaZ AectionA o6 the W g E inctuded the
Daw End, but  dontunatety no action waA taken and the
Stanch Aunvived.

I t  d i 4 4 i c u Z t  to believe that thL6 wad oniginatty
a contour canal; i n  AevenaZ peace, mining and AubAidence
have Lett  the waterway high above the Aunnounding
counttyAide. Seackeock Bridge AtiowA exactly what had
occukked and L4 a  gne example od how an inanimate
object can t e l l  a 4aAcinating Atoty. The ikon tubbing
AttakeA on the towpath zide appear to be bar zhoAtek
than uAuaZ, and only reach haedway up the bnick pier
o4 the bnidge. Fuktheenoke the tower ends tun into the
towpath and have been abraded by towing-ZineA a t  ground
Levee. Such weak .us impaAAibie unZeAA one auumeA tha t
the ironwork ways °Alginate!' gxed nokmatty and the
Land then AubAided. To maintain the Level ci4 the canal
the»bankz and towpath have been bu i l t  up, burying the
Lowell hal l  od the Atkake4. ThiA would have conzidenabty
reduced the headroom and the tkaditionat type o4 canal
bkidge would have had to be compZetety tebuiZt. However
Biackcock Stage -LA an example o6 deAign, wed  by the
BCN dkom c 1840 i n  akea4 .liable to AubAidence, which
minipii)sed the amount o4 kebuiZding neceAucky. These

DE1



(HOLLANDERS

L.n.s.(5 s R)
s o u r u  s t A f F s

•  L . i r J EKO
38T a s

31t

-5
z .  - !(115

BOATS «  LATHAN'S
PAGE ° BRIDGE

(CLAY PIT)

(EMPIRE BRICK WORKS
EFFLUENT )aStbSAL

( c L n x  t r y

-  —  +  -  +  -  -  +  -  + 4
•-  - - - - - - - - - -

-  - x  - e t -  -  - - - - •
SHE

318

RUSHALL

ALDRI WHAtF BRIDGE

x (SILLBBERS
•  G R t t e )

a l tuK Wm's )
•

(coly rir)
BANiciEL) k X

BRIDGE

-
(coPPY
HALL
COLDER'() --

o v e l f L e w, ,
wEIR

:FP
V i s o  k o n

c u r /  t o -

L ( m e
w A i s a t i  w o o l

ExTEtISIoN

K Y /  o(Rcu.1L)KIDELL,

‘ BRICK
HOAIwYWoo) k  W O R K SBRIDGE op. e  ,
HOVRIERGKSE

99 K ‘
(9 (c ro t iA

81‘Re( c k  + 4 ,s) °  I

369

%I L E I S H S W o o y.
t  I t n u i s t R i A L
I E S TAT E

- -< te<umisw o o  i c o L u E r e

AL  DR i DG E
• L  (424____J

L E I G l i s w o o l  I  R O A D  ‘ 1 1 S 7

36.7

CP

•HoPLEY'S BRIDGE v i c T o t i A
o f t  ( s P f t 2 4 1 - •

Col.( IFIteDumIsLERERRY
SPDBReCE 1 5 1

I S9
381

LIt•JLEY LODGE
INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE

0331<v.

S •

A

IAA
356

RE) M o u e
l e m . s i t i t L
ESTATE

356

ro%
Ce•TFIEL»

DEZ



bkidgez have ikon gikdekz zuppon.ted by bkick pietus,
and the deck o6 the bkidge can eaAity be t idted (the
ti6t ing ningA can be 'seen at  each end o6 the wooden
beams between the deck and the piekz). New coukAe4
o6 bkickA cowed then be la id  to buitd up the pie.AA t o
theik okiginat height and the deck replaced. I t  onty
remained to kepaik the roadway and the pkobtem woo
weved, a t  ZeaAt 40k -the time being. The tkemendouz
gnadient o6 the approach koadz to  the bkidge indicateA
the magnitude o6 the e66ectA o6 AubAidence, and how
o6-ten the pkoceAA dezckibed-above may have been repeated.

Hattandenz Midge a t i t t l e  dukthek along ih  aL-oo
o6 .interest, with' what appear to be adjurtabte tie-nodA
undenneath. Theik dunctioh may have been to pkevent the
bkidge Apeeading tatenatey. Theke i4 a  -sharp bend
immediatety a6ten Latham'A Bkidge, and deep clay pith
on both aside's o6 the canal. EkoAion o6 the banks hene
cowed cawse a Apectacutak breach, and where the canal
widenz attempts ate being made to pkevent 6ukthek
damage 6kom the wash o6 paAAing boato by peanting needA
in the Ahattom. A t  Nokthywood bkidge and sakn6ietd
Bkidge Atop ga-te4 weke inztatted aA a  Aa4eguand. They
wehe arranged oo that  they swung i n  oppo4Lte dikectionz
and in  -the event o4 a breach occukking the -sudden
movement o6 water wowed automaticatty cioze the gate
and seat .066 the canat (theke Cute. Aimitan Aa6ety gates
at each end o6 the aqueduct can/Lying the Tame Vatteg
canal ackozA the M5 motonway). The bautkz o6 timbek by
the bkidge hole a t  Nokthywood are the nemainz o6 the
wooden 6kamewokk Auppokting the gate: a  photogkaph i n
Dudley Libnany (kepkoduced a-o ittuAtnation 47 i n
"13kitain'z t o r t  watekwayA: Vatwne 1: Inland Navigatione
by M.E.Wake) cleanly zhowz the okiginat Atnuctuke. The
canal haz only kecentey been reopened a6tek a .lengthy
Atvppage heke to inveAtigate a zuzpected teak and
undettake kemediat action.

Since Catzhilt Junction -the Dale End 8kanch ha's been
on kockA o6 the Upper Coat MeaAuneA. TheAe kockz, the
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Etnukia c o n z i z t  mainey o6 purple and ted ctayz
and i t  i4 -thee that have been excavated .to pkovide
'taw mateniat Son bkick-making. The 6amouz Sta660kdzhike
blue bkickz are produced by 6ining the clay a t  12000C
on mane, wi th the 6inat ztage o6 6L't-Lng taking peace
in a reducing aeozpheke. Thee ciayz have a high content
06 ikon oxide and when the ikon -us reduced i t  combine
with z i i i ca  to 60Am a bused z i t i c a t e ,  wlüch
6ii.ez the pone o6 the bAick and maize i t  impenviouz.
The black's axe Pius weathek-pnoo6 and viAtaatty
indeztAuctibte (they can withztand pAezzukez 06 483 tonz
to the zquake 600t) and many Mi i i i0M weke uzed,
pakticaaney by canal and railway engineekz £n the tazt
century. Fining the clay a t  a towen tempenatake and
without reduc₹.ion kezatz £n a Aed beick which i4
cheapen, as Zezz & a t  .us consumed, but  not az ztkong
and dunabte. One 06 the clay pi tz -L now used tioA the
dizpozat 06 noxiouz indurtkiat waztez.

The Aed makez worked north 06 Waizai.e. Wood weite
deiiicient in  .von and wowed not yield btue bricks.
At (Uaizate Wood coaieny 6o't example the clay gave only
pate yeteowizh-ned bAickz and agAicuttuAat dkainpipez.
The vatiouz cottiekiez along th,iz ztnetch o6 canal
zunk zha6tz thkough the Etkukia Maxez to  'teach the
pkoductive MiddZe Coat. Meazunez below.

Wen Atdkidge Whak6 Midge the area a66ected by
zubzidence -us te6 t  behind, the embankment's dizappeak,
and the watemay L a t  tazt  kecognizabte as a contour
canal. I n  the tate 19604 theke was an unzuccezz6ut
attempt to develop a tka66ic i n  o i t ,  using zpeciaLey
adapted naAnowboatz, 6'tom Ettezmeke Pont to the
indurtkiae. eztate on the night a6tek Hopeey'z Bnidge.
The indurtky along th iz  ztnetch .co handy noticeabee;
theke .us a zcneen 06 tkeez and zhAubz and the canal
iz quiet and zectuded. Thiz length o6 towpath appear
to be one 06 -the least used on -the 8CN and L very
oveAgkown. The canal need dkedging i n  zevenat peace
and mooning i z  zometimez d i f i i i cu t t  leg: by the gap i n
the hedge teading to the ptaygkound).
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The Branch hai now enteked the timeztone area i t
waz b u i l t  to zenve, as can be zeen 6AOM the white
times tone bLockz edging the caned_ and in  .the bkidge
abutmentz. The undentying nock4 axe amongAt the o.edeit
in  the 'Legion ( ta id down about 400 na t ion  yeah A ago)
and conAiAt on bedA o6 ZimeAtone and Ahate which chop
out oven_ an axea haughty 2 mite's wide and 3 miteA Long.
The Atnata dip i n  a weztenty dikection and the youngezt
depoAitA ( the Wentock Lme-Atone) axe expoAed neat the
cant  az i t  cukveA nound the weAtenh Aide o6 the anew.
These outenopA have been worked Sox hundkedA o6 years,
and thexe i4 evidence that the Romans buknt the Atone
to pkoduce tone uAed in  the buitding o6 thein Aetteement
at WaiL (Letocetum) on Watiing Stneet. A magni6icient
bank o6 time kiLnA j u s t  be6oke Wintektey Bridge was
bunied under ton, o6 nubble and Apoit i n  the Late 1970A.
The Limestone waz aiAo cased as a  (Lux i n  the Ameiting
o6 ikon one and a4 a building Atone (eg: Rusha-U Chutch).
Theke waz aizo a Aha6t bunk to obtain "FutiehA Earth",
a ßentonitic Clay sound aAAociated with the timeAtone
and a ed Son eteanAing punpozez.

Az the zun6ace outchopA Weke exhaurted Ahatitz
were Aunk and undekghound wonking4 developed. The
Lang east o6 theAe ways Lintey Caves which &tatted az a
Aundace excavation thkough the Coat MeaAukez oven the
ZimeAtone and wa-s extended untie there weke i m b u e
cavennz, compLete with an undengnound Lake. These were
a we it-known Local attnaction i n  the taAt centuny and
wene o6ten itZuminated Sox viAit ing paktieA. The mine4
axe now ace goaded and inacce4AibLe: they wene uAed
during the 1939-45 wan Sox the Atokage o6 ammunition,
but th i  had  to be removed owLng to  pkobtemA with damp.
Simitan cavennA exi"st uncle& the town o6 WatAatt, a  mite
an two to  the Aouth-west.

The 'Paw End naiiway cutting, where the canal
ckoAAez the Mideand WaizaLe to Water 0nton Line, haA
kecentLy (1980) been dectaked a Rite o6 Apeciat
Acienti6ic intekezt, a-o the expozuke o6 Weniock LöneAtone
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here cis con4ideked to be the be4t in  the coup . y.  The
kockz axe extxemety kich in  044i£4 and an intekezting
beat to  414 the occukkence o6 takge ikkegutak mazzez o6
cokaiiine iime4tone, known a4 sic/tog-bate ax "zee6
Zaino". Just be6oke the aqueduct L6 an un4poiit canaizide
pub, "The Manors Akme, which iA weU wonth a viz t .

The canal now beax6 away to the zouth-eazt thkough
attkactive countky4ide, ckozzing pkogtezziveey advt.
depo4itz o6 Werttock Shate4 t int i2 L t  keachez Hay Head.
Theke axe zevekae. invi t ing zpotz box mooning and the
oppoktunity dox zome piect4ant waaz, aethough the towpath
Lo hoied and uneven approaching Longwood Bkidge.

The okiginae t ine o6 the canat iA on the £e6t at
Longwood Junction, wi th the dikzt  .two hundred yaltd4
u4ed az moo/ tiny by the Boat Club. Wok-thy o6 note hene
ake the Aix BCN boundary portz tnanotanted 6nom
Cha4ewatet -  but obtain putmiuion be6oke v iz i t ing the
mookiny to  view them. The kemaindek o6 the Bkanch ha'
been abandoned and now 6onni6 pant o6 the Hay Head Wood
Natuke Rezekve. Theke is  a  natuke t ka i i  .through the
Re4ekve and a bookZet dezckibing th iz  iA avaitabZe 6kom
Waiutte Libkaky (ox Watutte M.B.C. Reckeation and
Amen ties Depaktment).

To the eazt o6 the canal where the Bann Lüneztone
ckop4 out ptom beneath the Werdock Shatez Lo anothen
zi te o o e c i a i  Aeientigie intekezt, Hay Head quakkiez.
The 6amouz Skadtey ikonma4tek, John Wiainzon (zee WOL1-3)
waz pant ownek o6 the quakkiez when the Skanch wicbs
con4tkucted, and con4iduting the advantages o6 cane
tkanzpokt a t  that time he wo4 pkobabZy one o6 Lto main
advocatez. The quakkiez weke kenowned box the time
pkoduced when the 4-tone wa4 buknt. An advektaynent
in  1822 4 ta ta  that  "the 0.61 Bikmingham Cana
excluzivety coed Hay-Head Lime" and accokding to
Whitesz Hi4toky, Gazetteek and Dikectoky o6 Sta66okdzhine
(1851) L t  wa4 " i n  gkeat demand box the buitding o6 dock4,
Zock4 and bnidge4" owing to  i t 4  "extAaokdinaky adhesive
qualities and ,itz ztkength and dukabiiity".
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THE RUSHALL CANAL

Adten the mengen in  1840 06 the (U & E and the ßCN
.three new canat4 weke bu,LU to connect the two 4y4tem4:
the Bentley W a t 4 a t t .  Lock4, and the Ru‚shati Canal.
The Ru4hatt diddeted dkom the when -two i n  that i t
paued .through a nunat area with atmo4t no mining on
induAtny along LtA Length. A t  -the time o6 ,its comtnuction
i t  wowed have appeared untikety that th4:4 new junction
canal woad generate much extra tkaddic don. the SCN, and
the gna l  deci'sion to go ahead may w e t  have depended
on a .legal accident. I n  1842 the 8CN decided not -to
proceed with the punchae 06 Land bon the ulnae, but
they had Second thought's when they discoveked that the
Act od Union with -the Cu & E 4pecidied that the money
-they had bon/towed to bwLtd the Rwshalt would have to be
netunned id not used don that pukpo4e. The canal
eventually opened i n  1847, and atthough the oniginat
plant had included twin .towpaths only one appeah's -to
have been bu i l t .  Pnesumabiy the eistimate (id potential
tta66ic had been nevi4ed and the expen4e od another
towpath could not be ju4tidied.

The contna4t between the a u  End and the Rwshati
.c C& h o w  c i v i l  engineeking technique's had
developed i n  the intekvening 6i6ty yean4. A t  Ru4hatt
Top Lock the change in  4tyte i's yen!' obviou4; -ins-teal
06 6ottowing the contour t ine the canal &coo down the
4ide 06 the vattey and kun4 Atnaight acno4s4 country,
with cutting4 and embankments where neceuany. Emenging
6nom the 4ecewsion 06 the yaw End on a day when wind and
'utLn are 'sweeping i n  6nom the 4outh-we4t, i t  i4 ea'sy to
undeutand why the4e lochs weke nicknamed "the ganzee4"
and Guenmey zweaten4 weite euent iat .

The Ru4hatt d e e p  and wide and nemain4 ‚Lanai
unt i l  a6-ten Moat Stidge, where a "Countky Watk" 6nom
Watzatt to Hay Head Wood CA0A4e4 the canal. A pkominent
tandmank on the tedt i4 Bake Beacon, one o6 the £lnh4 i n
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a nationwide chain o6 aummita where zignaZ-6inez
were Z i t  to atekt the population when zigni6icant
event occunned. As one beacon waa viaib.te {nom anothek
the zignaZ cowed kapidty be passed aCk044 the count/Lg.
The Beacon iz  744 Beet high, and can be reached by a
two mite walk 6kom Sutton Road Midge.

The canal now entekz a  nezidentiai anew where many
o6 the gardens on the bankz have been £aLd out to
inctude the canal as pant o6 the i r  dezign. The £awns
and 6towet beds /tanning down -to the water show what can
be done with a canaZ a t  the bottom o6 the gakden,
pan ti i n  compakiaon with some panto o6 the 13CN
wheite the view L more o6ten one o6 nickety 6encez on
heaps o6 kubbiah. Theke gandenz, together with the
wooded cutting between £ockk 3 and 5, and the we k e p t
grass and gnaveZ along the towpath between Sikmingham
Road snidge and seZZ Midge, make thin the most
attnactive Length o6 urban carat on the 8CN.

The RuzhaZZ i4 on the WenZock Shales, wi th
Wentock Läteatone to the north-west a t  -Paw End and
the Bann Limestone outcrop /tanning ctoze to the eazt
bank, and some o6 the tocat atone has been uzed i n  the
conatkuction o6 GiZZety Midge. The veky worn kubbing
ztnakez here suggest that as the Cannock Chase coatdietd
was developed there wa4, more tka66ic on the RuzhaZZ than
the 8CN had okiginatty anticipated.

One o6 the 6ew remaining kotteka on -the 8CN i4
under Fivewaya 8n i dg e. These kotteka were often used
inztead o6 intakes and theoketicatty ahouid have been
more e6 ic ien t  (and Leos damaging to  the towing-Zinez)
as the kottek wowed nevoZve as the Hope passed across
i t .  Un6ontunatety without negutan cZeaning and
Zubnication the beaningz seized and most kotteka have
become as eroded as the gxed ztnakez. The towing-- inez
wene so abkaaive because o6 the gni t  picked up by the
wet £-Lne 6nom the towpath, and the constant wean on the
cotton on, more commoney on the 8CN, hempen /Lopez meant
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that  they had a very Ahott  .ti6e. I t  WVA June don one
to .east tonget than 3 ix  weeke.

A6ten Set t  Midge the canal comptete4 i ‚ ü  descent
to t he  408' Waeeaii Levet and paeeeA thtough a  mixture
o6 6anmeand, ptaying 6ieZde and houAing eetatee, w i t h
the noiee morn the  M6 becoming 4teadi ty  mote obtnueive.
The area between HLU Failm Midge and the mototway ha4
tecentty been Zandecaped, w i t h  tnee peanting and the
conAttuction o6 a  netwonk o6 doot-path's now much
6tequented by the tocat  joggen4. However no amount o6
cosmetic improvement can dieguiee the M6 and, once the
contnaete between the ecate and atmoephene o6 the  canal
and the mototway have been noted, t he te  i 4  i i t t Z e
peeaeuke -to be gained 6tom any 6ut thet  delay. Ruth t i g h t
at  RuAhatt Junction to  reach the Watisatt Cana and the
SCN Main Line on i e 6 t  bon Satdotd Junction.
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A L V E C H U R C H
B O AT  C E N T R E
L I M I T E D
SCARFIELD WHARF ALVECHURCH
WORCESTERSHIRE
NR BIRMINGHAM B48 7S0
1021 4 4 5  29091

Choice of four popular one-we(
cruises from Alvechurch.
(Combinations for two or three
weeks.) V F W KAVY4000

MAKE your DIRECT booking now!

2
3
4

S T O U R P O R T  R I N G
Alvechurch—VVorces te r—Stourpor t -on-Severn—Stour ton—
Wo l v e r h a m p t o n — B i r m i n g h a m — A l v e c h u r c h .
Data :  8 6  miles. 11 6  locks. Average cruising t ime 4 8  hours.
B L A C K  C O U N T R Y  R I N G
Alvechurch—Birmingham—Wolverhampton—Great Haywood—
Frad ley—Faze ley—Sal fo rd—Bi rminghem—Alvechurch .
D a t a :  1 0 2  miles. 8 0  locks. Average cruising t ime 4 8  hours.
W A R W I C K  R I N G
A l  WIC hurch—Birminghem—Fazeley—Marston Hawkesbury—
Braunston—Napton—VVarwick—Kingsvvood—Kings Norton—
A l v e c h u r c h .
D a t a :  1 0 9  miles. 1 2 8  locks. Average cruising t ime 5 7  hours.
A V O N  R I N G
A l v e c h u r c h  —VVorcester—Tewkesbury—Stratford-on-Avon—
Lapvvorth—Kings N o r t o n — A l v e c h u r c h .
Da ta :  1 0 8  miles. 1 3 9  locks. Average cruising t ime 5 8  hours.
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Brummagem Boats Limited • Sherborne Street Wharf
Sherborne Street • Birmingham B16 8DE • Tel: 021-455-6163

BIRMINGHAM MAIN BASE FOR:

Walkers
A comprehensive selection of maps, towpath and canal bock::.

Holidays
A b ig  f l ee t  o f  2  t o  8  ber th top  o f  the  market  steel narrow
boats fo r  hire on a weekly basis or  by the day out  o f  season.
25 routes available.

Moorings
B.W.B. approved moorings for boats of all types 25-70 f t .  Ve r y
competitive rates. C i t y  Centre convenience.

Services
Gas, diesel, pumpout, chandlery and get you home repairs.

Sales
l3rokerage and new boat sales.

Repairs and Alterations
Free estimate fo r  any type o f  repair or  modif ication to  canal
craft.  Winterising, hull blacking, ref i ts.

Boat Building
Over 6 0  boats  n o w  b u i l t  f o r  discerning in land waterways
enthusiasts.

Lectures, Exhibitions, Inland Waterways Consultancy through
The Associated Partnership of The Waterways Connection.
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